
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (WORKING SESSION) NOVEMBER 12, 2002 

VELLORE VILLAGE DISTRICT CENTRE STUDY 
FILE 15.80.2 

Recommendation 

The Commissioner of Planning recommends: 
 
THAT the presentation from Warren Sorensen and Paul Lowes, of Sorensen Gravely Lowes 
Planning Associates Inc. BE RECEIVED; 
 
THAT the “Summary of Issues” (Attachment 1) and key recommendations presented today BE 
CIRCULATED to participating members of the Stakeholders Consultation Group for their input 
and comments to be received prior to the end of November; and, 
 
THAT based on the input received from the Committee of the Whole and the circulation to the 
Stakeholders Consultation Group participants, the final results of the Stakeholder Consultation 
Group meetings are presented to a Public Open House at Vellore Hall on Thursday, December 
12th. 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to: 
 
• Provide the Committee of the Whole with a summary of the issues discussed at the four 

Vellore Village Centre Stakeholders Consultation Group meetings. 
• Summarize the consultant’s resulting recommendations. 
• Identify the next steps in the work plan to solicit further input from the Stakeholders 

Consultation Group and the community, and to complete the Vellore Village District 
Centre Plan. 

Background  

On June 24th, 2002 Council approved the Phase II Work Plan and operating budget for the 
completion of the Vellore Village District Centre Study. In accordance with the Work Plan, the 
consultants held four meetings with the Stakeholders Consultation Group (SCG)  
 
Each meeting was well attended and the discussions were extremely valuable for both the 
Consultants and Staff in gaining insight into the desires of both ratepayers and landowners. On 
many issues a consensus amongst the group was reached, however, in other areas there are 
conflicting views that will need to be resolved.  Staff thank all of the participants for their efforts in 
attending and actively participating in the meetings.  
 
Summary of Issues Discussed 
 
The following four issues were discussed at the Stakeholder Consultation Group meetings:  
 

1- Vision 
2- Transportation 
3- Retail 
4- Residential 

 



The Consultants presentation will provide an overview of the areas where consensus was, and 
was not, achieved. 
 
Summary of Consultant’s Key Recommendations 
 
The key recommendations resulting from the Stakeholder Consultation Group meetings are as 
follows: 
 
Retail 
Weston Road should be the retail ‘main street’ with other more typical retail plaza formats located 
east and west of the Weston Road ‘spine’.  
 
Transportation 
A modified ‘ring road’ around the core commercial area will serve the higher volume commercial 
traffic and separate the core area uses from the adjacent lower density residential uses. 
 
Building Height  
Up to 3½ stories will be permitted within the ‘ring road’ in the core commercial/mixed use area. 
Stringent criteria are to be applied to any applications for greater height or density within that 
area. The surrounding area is to be restricted to a maximum of 2 ½ stories. 
 
Streetscape 
An enhanced streetscape is to be provided utilizing the 6 metre easement in the boulevard on the 
east side of Weston Road with a gateway feature, tree plantings, street furniture, on-street 
parking, and a landscaped median. 
  
Urban Design/Implementation 
A strong emphasis on building design will be included in urban design guidelines emphasizing a 
village house scale and design.  The guidelines should be implemented through a Streetscape 
Committee established by Council and including members of local community groups to review 
and comment on all site plan applications in the Village Centre. 
 
Next Steps 
 
The next step will be to circulate the material presented to this Working Session to the 
participants in the Stakeholder Consultation Group sessions for their comments.  Their comments 
can then be taken into consideration in the presentation to a community-wide Open House that is 
tentatively scheduled for the evening of December 12th at Vellore Hall.  On this basis, an Official 
Plan Amendment could then be prepared for a Public Hearing in January. 

Conclusion 

If the Committee of the Whole concurs, the materials presented at this Working Session will be 
circulated to the participants in the Stakeholder Consultation Group for their comments and then 
form the basis for a presentation at a community-wide Open House. 

Attachment 

1. “Summary of Issues discussed and raised during the four SCG Meetings” 

Report prepared by: 

Rob Gibson, Senior Planner – Policy 
Wayne McEachern, Manager of Policy  



Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
MICHAEL DEANGELIS      
Commissioner of Planning     
 
/CM 
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