COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (WORKING SESSION) - NOVEMBER 26, 2002

FEES AND CHARGES

Recommendation

The Director of Legal Services and the Solicitor/Special Services, recommends that a
comprehensive and consolidated by-law be brought back and enacted by Council prior to
December 31%, 2002, which sets out the City Departments’ fees and charges for providing City
information, City services and facilities, the use of municipal property and all other authorized
costs.

Purpose
This report reviews the City’s user fees and charges in accordance with the consideration of the

20tO3 Operating Budget and in light of the new Municipal Act, 2001 coming into force on January
1%, 2003.

Background - Analysis and Options

The fees and charges provisions are contained in Part XlI of the new Municipal Act, 2001 which
comes into effect on January 1, 2003. A new regulation made by the Minister of Municipal Affairs
and Housing (O.Reg. 244/02) related to fees and charges has also been made. As with the
current Act, Part XlI of the new Act does not permit the municipality to impose fees or charges for
the processing of applications made in planning matters (these continue to fall under the Planning
Act authority for the establishment of a tariff of fees for the processing of planning applications) or
to obtain revenue to pay capital costs where development charges by-laws or front-ending
agreements provide for the payment of those costs (these continue to fall under the Development
Charges Act and the City’s Development Charges By-law).

By-laws authorizing fees and charges can be enacted for:

1. services and activities provided or done by the municipality;

2. costs payable by the municipality for services or activities provided or done by or on
behalf of another municipality;

3. the use of the municipality’s property;

4. capital costs payable by the municipality for sewage and water services or activities

which will be provided or done by or on behalf of it after the fees are imposed.

At present, City of Vaughan By-law 143-99, contains a schedule of fees for providing information,
photocopies of City publications, permits for miscellaneous non-planning applications, etc. By-
law 321-99 sets out the fees for the processing of planning applications, which is governed by the
Planning Act. Individual departments have also had by-laws enacted over time authorizing fees
for specific services. For example, the Building Department includes fees for applications for sign
permits in By-law 203-92, as amended. Three Fire and Rescue Service by-laws include fees for
specific services, being By-law Numbers 147-99, 148-99 and 149-99, as amended.

Section 392 of the new Act also requires that the municipality maintain a list for public inspection
setting out all services, activities or facilities, as well as the use of public properties, which are
subject to the payment of fees as of January 1, 2003. The public list requirement for licence fees
and charges has been postponed until January 1, 2006. The public list requirement related to
fees and charges for the provision of services, activities or facilities and the use of public
properties has not been postponed. Consequently, it would be prudent to amend the fees and



charges by-law at this time to ensure it is clear what services, activities and facilities and the use
of what properties are subject to fees and charges. A consolidated and comprehensive fees and
charges by-law further will facilitate compliance with the public list requirement.

Commissioners, the Executive Director and Directors were requested in the consideration of the
2003 Operating Budget to review all existing user fees and charges and to suggest any areas
where new or increased fees or charges would be appropriate. Attached is a summary of the
proposed new user fees and/or increases to existing user fees provided by the Finance staff
(Attachment 1). Background reports on the proposed new fees or increases to existing fees have
been in preparation by the relevant City departments. These reports will proceed as a separate
report to a Budget Sub-committee, for the Sub-committee to review and recommend approval of
any new fees or increases in existing user fees. Any additional recommendations arising from the
discussions at Budget Sub-committee related to the recommendation in this report can be
included in a further report to the Committee of the Whole.

Conclusion

In light of the new Municipal Act, 2001 which will come into force on January 1%, 2003 and the
requirements related to fees and charges in the Act and regulations, along with the recent budget
discussions, staff suggest that all appropriate existing, new or increased fees and charges be
included in a comprehensive and consolidated Fees and Charges By-law, with the exception of
fees related to the processing of planning applications which will continue in a separate by-law.

The proposed fees and charges by-law will contain a separate schedule setting out the fees and
charges of each City Department.

As with the notice procedures by-law, the consolidated fees and charges by-law will be brought
back for enactment by Council prior to the 31% day of December, 2002.

Attachments

Attachment 1 — City of Vaughan 2003 Operating Budget — New User Fees and/or Existing User
Fee Increases

Report prepared by:
Carolyn P. Stobo
Solicitor/Special Services

Respectfully submitted,

Heather A. Wilson
Director of Legal Services
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