
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE APRIL 22, 2002 

EARTH RANGERS WILDLIFE CENTRE 
KORTRIGHT CENTRE – TORONTO AND REGION CONSERVATION AUTHORITY 

Recommendation 

The Commissioner of Planning recommends: 
 

THAT this item BE RECEIVED for information. 

Purpose 

To provide Council with an update on the proposed wildlife rehabilitation centre that the charitable 
organization, Earth Rangers, is proposing at the Kortright Centre for Conservation. 

Background  

On January 15, 2001, Council received an information item on the wildlife rehabilitation centre 
proposed by Earth Rangers, at the Kortright Centre for Conservation (Attachment #4). 
 
The January 8, 2001 staff report noted that site plan approval is not required for this project and 
that the use conforms to the A Agricultural Zone.  Notwithstanding, this report is to provide the 
site plan and building elevations which the proponent has submitted to keep the City informed on 
this project.  
 
Site Area 
 

The area to be occupied by the rehabilitation center is located in Lot 17, Concession 7, City of 
Vaughan.  The site area has increased from the 10 hectares estimated in the January 8, 2001 
report to 12.5 hectares (31 acres).  Access to the rehabilitation centre is from the driveway 
serving the Kortright Centre from Pine Valley Drive. The development and operation of the facility 
would include a lease arrangement between the TRCA and Earth Rangers.   

 
 Official Plan and Zoning 
 

The Kortright Centre is designated “Valley and Stream Corridor” by OPA 600.  The use conforms 
to the Zoning By-law, which zones the site A Agricultural Zone. 
 
The TRCA has consulted the community on the wildlife rehabilitation centre during the Boyd 
North and Glasco Park Community Stewardship Committee on November 8, 2000. 
 
Proposed Operation 

 
The primary function of the wildlife centre is to rehabilitate sick, injured, orphaned or displaced 
wildlife native to Ontario and does not include the treatment of any exotic pets.  The public will be 
able to drop-off injured animals at the rehabilitation centre at Kortright, as well as drop-off centres 
in the Greater Toronto Area, which will transport the wildlife to the centre.  The centre will admit 
approximately 5,000 animals per year and will include the following facilities: 
� a wildlife veterinarian facility; 
� indoor rehabilitation rooms; 
� outdoor rehabilitation cages; 
� future intern residential accommodation (Building B)  
� offices for the administration of the program; and, 
� a small education area. 



 
The main development, including the two buildings and parking lot, are contained on the 
tablelands contiguous to the existing driveway, with the balance of the rehabilitation pens and 
aviaries distributed throughout the 12.5 ha site. The lands proposed for this use have been 
identified in the Boyd North and Glasco Park Management Plans as “Public Use/Moderate-High” 
and “Primary Restoration”.  The main development would be in the “Public Use” area.  
Rehabilitation pens and aviaries would be in the “Primary Restoration” areas, which would be 
designed to be integrated into the landscape with restoration and enhancement.  Construction is 
currently projected to start in the summer of 2002. 
 
The centre will operate 365 days a year and will not be open to the public, with the exception of 
the animal drop-off and small education areas.  The centre will also provide educational outreach 
programs to the public through a wildlife hotline and web site, school assembly programs, as well 
as other community support efforts. 
 
Building Description 

 
The building area of the project has increased from one building of 1,900 m2 reported in the 
January 8 2001 report, to 5,365 m2 in two buildings.  The 2-storey main building is to have a gross 
floor area of 4745 m2.  A second 2-storey building with a gross floor area of 620 m2 is to have 
parking, workshop and mechanical areas on the first floor and residential accommodation for 
interns on the second floor.  A parking area for 56 parking spaces is proposed to the north of the 
buildings. 
 
The main building is a 2-storey reinforced concrete structure with an additional floor below grade 
for mechanical and electrical services.  The first floor is to contain an animal hospital, 
rehabilitation, receiving, service, office and public areas.  The second floor is devoted to 
administration office use. The building exterior is covered in stone and stucco, and cedar shingles 
cover the sloped roof over the animal rehabilitation area.   The building is proposed to include 
several innovative technologies which the proponents describe will make it one of the most 
energy efficient buildings in Canada.  The flat roof over the office and hospital areas incorporate 
north-facing skylights to provide natural lighting with solar panels, on the south face of the 
skylights, for heating domestic hot water.  A network of underground concrete tunnels are 
proposed as part of the ventilation system. 
 
An on-site well is proposed to meet the water requirements for the building.  This will be 
augmented through the collection of rainwater from roof runoff for non-potable water use in the 
building. Sanitary wastewater is to be treated on-site using a combination of tanks, filtration and 
bio-filtration and returned to the ground. Water tubing embedded in the concrete floors and 
ceilings will heat and cool the building, which will be heated by a high efficiency natural gas boiler.  
Waste water from the oiled bird cleaning area is to be collected for treatment and disposal off-
site.   
 
The proponents estimate that the building will use 61% less energy than a similar building 
designed to the Model National Energy Code. 

Conclusion 

Earth Rangers, a charitable environmentally focused organization has entered into a lease 
arrangement with the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority for a 12.5 hectare portion of the 
Kortright Centre for Conservation to build and operate a wildlife rehabilitation centre. The 
proposal is not subject to site plan control and the use conforms to the A Agricultural Zone. This 
report is to provide an update of the details of the project to Council. 



Attachments 

1. Location Map 
2. Site Plan 
3. Building Elevations 
4. Extract from Council Minutes – January 15, 2001 (FOR COUNCILLORS ONLY) 

Report prepared by: 

Eric Taylor, Senior Planner Environmental, ext.8214 
Marco Ramunno, Manager, Development Planning, ext.8485 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
 

MICHAEL DeANGELIS     JOANNE R. ARBOUR 
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