
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE JUNE 2, 2003

BARTLEY SMITH GREENWAY ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Recommendation

The Commissioner of Community Services, in consultation with the Executive Director of 
Buildings, Facilities and Parks, and the Director of Parks recommends: 

1. That this report be received for information; and 

2. That the City of Vaughan support the Terms of Reference for the Bartley Smith 
Greenway Advisory Committee as approved by the Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority and the Water Advisory Board of the Toronto and Region Conservation 
Authority. 

Purpose

To advise Council of the establishment of the Bartley Smith Greenway Advisory Committee by 
the TRCA and its relationship to the Langstaff Ecopark Advisory Committee. 

Background - Analysis and Options

On January 10, 2003 the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority and The Watershed 
Management Advisory Board of the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority ( TRCA ) 
approved Resolution #A296/02 regarding the Terms of Reference for the Bartley Smith Advisory 
Committee. The Committee’s primary responsibility, as set out in the TRCA resolution, is to 
provide advice to the City of Vaughan and the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority on the 
future development of the Bartley Smith Greenway, along the West Don River, from Steeles 
Avenue to Teston Road.

The Bartley Smith Greenway (BSG) is a 15 kilometre valley corridor that follows the Don River 
through the centre of the City of Vaughan, the most rapidly expanding urban community within 
the Greater Toronto Area.  In ten short years, the population in Vaughan surged from 25,000 to 
over 200,000. The lands surrounding the BSG on the West Don River will soon be fully 
developed, representing increased demands for recreational trails and scenic natural open 
spaces.  The regeneration of this strategic valley corridor was sparked by a generous donation 
from the estate of Anne Bartley Smith, for whom the BSG was named.  When complete, the BSG 
will provide recreational trails linking the southern portion of the city to the historic Village of 
Maple and north to Teston Road.  The valley lands, once agricultural fields, will be restored to 
provide healthy, diverse natural habitats and areas of interest and attraction for adjacent 
residents and trail users. 

The Bartley Smith Greenway Committee is intended to replace the very successful Langstaff 
Ecopark Steering Committee, a volunteer stewardship committee working with the TRCA and the 
City of Vaughan within the West Don River between Rivermede Road and Langstaff Road. This 
partnership, over a number of years, has resulted in the completion of trails, wetlands and habitat 
along this portion of the West Don River. The interest by this group to continue their stewardship 
efforts within the community, beyond the Langstaff Ecopark, has fostered the creation of the 
Bartley Smith Greenway Advisory Committee.  

Beyond the significant physical improvements to the West Don River environs the Langstaff 
Ecopark Advisory Committee and the Vaughan Chamber of Commerce were successful in 
applying for and receiving a grant from the Ontario Trillium Foundation resulting in a five year 
funding commitment in support of stewardship outreach for the West Don River.   



Conclusion

It is proposed that the City of Vaughan support the reconstitution of the Langstaff EcoPark 
Advisory Committee into the Bartley Smith Greenway Advisory Committee. The Bartley Smith 
Greenway Advisory Committee will provide an advisory function to the City of Vaughan and the 
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) to support the regeneration and development 
of the valley corridors associated with the West Don River for the purposes of enhancing natural 
area management, water management, community involvement and to provide access for trails 
and related recreational uses. 

Attachments

1. Toronto and Region Conservation Authority Resolution #A296/02 

2. Bartley Smith Greenway Advisory Committee Terms of Reference 
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Respectfully submitted, 

G. Doris Haas, 
Commissioner of Community Services 












