
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE SEPTEMBER 20. 2004

BLUE WILLOW DEVELOPMENT -RELIEF OF DEVELOPMENT CHIARGEs
AND RELATED BUILDING PERMIT FEES

Recommendation

The Director of Reserves & Investments in consultation with the DirE~ctor of Legal Services and
the Director of Building Standards recommends:

That Council not approve the Regional Municipality of ~(ork request 'for a waiver or reduction of
the City of Vaughan building permit fees.

Purpose

The purpose of this report is to bring forward a request from the F~egion of York Community
Services and Housing Department for the waiver or reduction of fee~j related to the Blue Willow
Development -Affordable Rental Housing Senior Apartments and ~;enior Active Living Centre

Development.

Backaround -Analysis and ODtions

The Region of York together with the City of Vaughanl have worked together to develop and
construct a mixed use project which it is proposed will consist of a seniors active living centre
operated by the City of Vaughan and a senior rental housing apartments constructed and owned
by the Region of York and leased to the Region's Munic:ipal Housing Corporation, Housing York
Inc.

The project is located on City of Vaughan owned lancts known as Block 68, Plan 65M-3218
(Highway No.7 and Weston Road area of Woodbrid~le). This project has received financial
commitments from the Federal/Provincial Governments through the C;ommunity Rental Housing
Program -Affordable Housing Pilot Project. A Memorandum of Understanding between the City
of Vaughan and the Region of York was executed on June 24, 2002 for this project. The Region
of York is requesting financial assistance from the City of Vaughan in the form of a waiver or
reduction of its fees and charges for this project; specifically building permit fees and

development charges.

Development Charaes

City of VauQhan -Seniors Active LivinQ Centre

The Development Charges Act and the City of Vaughan C;ity Wide Development Charges By-law
350-2003 exempts lands used for the purpose of a municipality. The S,eniors Active Living Centre
is located on City owned lands. The Seniors Active Living Centre component of this project is
exempt from development charges under the City's By-law. No Council approval is required.

ReQion of York -Seniors Apartments

The City of Vaughan City Wide Development Charge By..law 350-200:~, Section 2 (2) states that
this by-law does not apply to any land, building or structure within the C;ity owned by and used for
the purposes of the Regional Municipality of York or any local board. This project is on City
owned lands, constructed by the Region of York and leased to the Re~~ion's housing corporation,
Housing York Inc. Therefore, the Seniors Apartment component would be exempt from City of
Vaughan City Wide Development Charges. As a result, no Council approval is required.



Buildina Permit Fees

Whenever a building permit is required to be issued for a City of Vaughan project, Region of York
project or School Board project, City of Vaughan building permit fees 8lre calculated, charged and
paid in full prior to the issuance of the building permit. Thl3 City of Vau~lhan does not provide relief
for building permit fees on any building permits issuance including tholse of the City of Vaughan,
Region of York or the School Boards.

Staff do not recommend relief in the form of a waiver ,Dr reduction of the building permit fees
applicable to the Blue Willow Development project.

Relationship to Vauahan Vision 2007

This report is consistent with the priorities previously set by Council and the necessary resources
have been allocated and approved.

Conclusion

Staff do not recommend a waiver or reduction in building permit fees as they relate to the Blue
Willow Development -Affordable Rental Housing Senior Apartment~; and Senior Active Living
Centre Development.

Attachments

Attachment 1 -Letter from the Region of York -Commurlity Services ~~ Housing

Respectfully submitted,

Ferrucio Castellarin, CGA
Director of Reserves & Investments



( I Attachment 1

}OAr-1N SIMMONS, Commissioner

C-",..ity Smli", ,," HOMSi.g Dtpa'.'-t

April 20, 2004

Mr .Clayton Harris
Commissioner of Finance & CoIpOrate Services Department
City of Vaughan
2141 Major Mackenzie Drive
Vaugh~ ON L6A ITl

Dear Mr. Harris:

Re: City of V aughan-- York Region Partnership Proje~t
Blue Willow Development -Affordable Rental Housing Senl~tr Apartments and
Seniors' Active LIvIng Centre Development

Please be advised City of Vaughan (Vaughan) and York Reglon (Region:) staff have been
working for the past year to develop and construct a mixed wJe project c(Jnsisting of a seniors ,

active living centre operated by Vaughan and senior rental h(J,using apartlnents managed by the
Region's municipal housing corporation, Housing York Inc.

I am writing to request that Vaughan give consideration to thc, waiver or reduction of all
municipal fees and charges applicable to this p~ership projtect located (~n City owned land
known as Block 68, Plan 65M-321S (Highway #7 and Westol1 Road area in Woodbridge).

To date, we have received financial commitments from the Federal/ProviJlcial Governments
through the Community Rental Housing Program-Affordable Housing Pi:lot Project for up to
$1.6~~1lion for the senior apartments. A Memorandum ofUnderstandin,g between Vaughan
and the Region stipulates that Vaughan is responsible for all c,apital and O][)erating costs
associated with the seniors' active living centre. The Region i~1 responsibJc, for all capital and
operating costs of the senior apartments.

A financial contribution from the City of Vaughan in the fontl of a waiver or reduction ofits fees
and charges will assist with the economic viability of this partrlership projc~ct. It would also
demonstrate good intergovernmental co-operation as we move forward wi1:h this joint partnership

project.

This project presents an excellent opportunity for Vaughan and the Region to combine their
respective resources to deliver much needed affordable housin~~ and community services for
seniors in Vaughan.

Thl R"i.w.t MM.il"ip.Jity of Yor., 172jO YOIrgl Slrwt, N~r.lI, Owlari. L3Y 6Z1
TJ: (90') 830-4444 X 2023. 1-877-G04-YORK ( 1-877-464-9ti75), l:ax: (90') 89j-O702

1wl-lt: """"'rrti.w.yori.owol"a .E-il: joaw..Ji-olIS@ngiDW.yor..ow.l"a
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A pi-ll 20, 2004

Clayton Harris, City of Vaughan

Thank you in advance for your assistance and I look forww~d to a positive response from the City

of Vaughan.

Yours truly,

y~

Ioann Simmons

Commissioner
Community Services and Housing Department

M. Ka1lideen, Commissioner of Community Services, City ofVaughan
./ F. Castellarin, Director of Reserves and Investments, I:ity of Vaughan

S. Pattenon, Director, Housing and Residential Servic:es, York RegjioD

)P~. to:


