
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE - NOVEMBER 29, 2004

OUTDOOR ICE RINKS IN NORTHWEST WOODBRIDGE

Recommendation

Councillor Carella recommends that staff of the Legal and Parks Department be directed to 

(1) ensure that the report on issues relating to the development of an outdoor natural (i.e., 
unrefrigerated) ice rink on the basketball court at Sunset Ridge Park---which report was 
ordered in response to a deputation before the Committee of the Whole meeting of 
November 15, 2004 ---address the following specific matters: 

 a) the justification for the 1% surface slope,  
 b) the appropriateness of asphalt as a surface for such a rink 
 c) the design and operation of similar rinks in other parts of the municipality 

d) whether the rink is structurally safe as built and whether a letter to that effect will be  
 provided to the principals of adjacent schools who have expressed an interest in  

 programming student activities on such a rink during school hours  
 e) how local residents/volunteers willing to operate and maintain the said rink will be  

 identified and/or recruited 
 f) what training local residents/volunteers will receive in the proper operation and  
  maintenance of the rink 
 g) whether the local residents/volunteers will be covered by municipal liability insurance 
 h) and other matters identified in writing by local residents and communicated by them 

to the attention of the Commissioner of Community Services no later than December 
13, 2004, assuming any questions in regards to said matters are of a reasonable and 
relevant nature, and    

(2) address the feasibility of constructing a outdoor refrigerated ice rink at the most appropriate 
location in northwest Woodbridge (i.e., north of Langstaff Road, east of Highway 50, south of 
Major Mackenzie Drive, and west of Pine Valley Drive) 

Purpose

To address in an equitable manner the provision of outdoor ice surfaces to the residents of 
Vaughan 

Background 

At the public meeting held to discuss the preliminary design for Sunset Ridge Park, the local 
residents expressed an interest in seeing a skating rink included in the final plan for the park. 
Staff indicated that natural (unrefrigerated) rinks are a feature of several City parks and that one 
could be incorporated in the park as a secondary use of a proposed basketball court, providing 
that local residents/volunteers were agreeable to maintaining the rink, as is the practice with 
similar rinks across the City. The basketball court/natural ice rink was subsequently built. In the 
interim, a number of questions have arisen as to the functionality of this and similar rinks, which 
questions are detailed in the recommendation above.  It is assumed that these questions can and 
will be addressed to the reasonable satisfaction of local residents by the report staff was asked to 
prepare by Council at its meeting of November 22, 2004. 



In the interim, it has been noted that there is in northwest Woodbridge no outdoor refrigerated 
rink---such as found at Father Ermanno Bulfon Community Centre in west Woodbridge, 
Chancellor Community Centre in east Woodbridge, and as will be a feature of the new community 
centre at Vellore Village, in northeast Woodbridge. If this deficiency is to be addressed, the most 
appropriate location needs to be identified and the budgetary implications of such a project 
established.  

Assuming that a relatively small neighbourhood park such as Sunset Ridge Park (or the 
neighbourhood park on the north side of Napa Valley Avenue immediately to the east of the 
hydro-electric corridor) is not an appropriate location for a major infrastructure enhancement such 
as a refrigerated outdoor rink, the most appropriate location would have to be of some size: 
perhaps the new district park at Islington Avenue and Major Mackenzie Drive, or the Al Palladini 
Community Centre at Islington Avenue and Rutherford Road, or some other sizeable location.  

Relation to Vaughan Vision

Section 1.2 of  Vaughan Vision 2007 reads: Establish and communicate service level standards 
that are affordable and sustainable. 

Conclusion

Prompt action is required in respect of the proposed rink at Sunset Ridge Park, if local residents 
are to have the use of it over the 2004-2005 winter season. At the same time, it is appropriate 
that the question of the best location for a future refrigerated outdoor rink in northwest  
Woodbridge be addressed as part of the on-going capital budget process.   

Attachments

1. Memorandum to Mayor and Members of Council from Parks Department 
with Attachments 

Report prepared by

Councillor Tony Carella 








