
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – OCTOBER 11, 2005 

MAPLE NATURE RESERVE MASTER PLAN AND TRCA LANDS AT THE SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF RUTHERFORD ROAD AND HIGHWAY 27

Recommendation

The Commissioner of Community Services in consultation with the Director of Parks 
Development and Director of Reserves and Investments recommends: 

1. That Council receive this report for information; and, 

2. That staff continue to implement the approved MNR Master plan subject to budget 
approvals; and, 

3. That the recommendation from the TRCA to not build facilities at the flood plains located 
on the lands at the south/east corner of Rutherford Road and Highway 27 be approved. 

Economic Impact 

There will be no economic impact. 

Purpose

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with information regarding potential partnerships 
with the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority on the lands located at the south/east corner 
of Rutherford Road and Highway 27 and update Council on the MNR Master plan.  

Background - Analysis and Options

At the Committee of the Whole (Working Session) meeting of December 16, 2002, Report No. 84, 
Item 6, staff were directed to provide a report based on the lands located at the south/east corner 
of Rutherford Road and Highway 27, and look at opportunities to partner with the Toronto and 
Region Conservation Authority (TRCA).  

The Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) have reviewed the subject lands and 
provide the following recommendation (refer to Attachment ‘A’): 

“Limited, low intensity uses such as a pedestrian trail, may be considered appropriate for specific 
locations on the subject lands. However, due to the nature of the property as a floodplain with an 
actively eroding river and an Environmentally Significant Area (ESA), it is recommended that 
active recreational facilities such as tennis courts, parking lots, buildings and playing fields will not 
be considered appropriate for this site due to hazards related to flooding and erosion as well as 
damage to the ecological integrity of the natural area”. 

A more detailed TRCA technical report of the lands at the south/east corner of Rutherford Road 
and Highway 27 is attached (refer to Attachment ‘A’). 

Respecting the Maple Nature Reserve Master Plan, the Don Regeneration Council has pledged 
$10,000.00 to be utilized for the reforestation/regeneration of the interior forest once the quonset 
storage huts are removed from the MNR property (refer to Attachment ‘B’).  

Capital funding was approved in 2005 to implement Phase 1 of the MNR Master Plan and staff 
are preparing a Request for Proposals to proceed with an Environmental Assessment of the 
lands and will be commencing feasibility studies for removal of the quonset huts and initiate the 
design development and construction documentation phases of this project.       



Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2007

The Maple Nature Reserve will provide facilities that promote a safe, livable, and sustainable 
parkland environment for the local community.  

This report is consistent with the priorities previously set by Council and the necessary resources 
have been allocated and approved. 

Conclusion

Staff will continue to implement the MNR master plan subject to budget approvals and will 
continue to seek opportunities in partnering with TRCA and other organizations to meet the needs 
of the resident in Vaughan. 

Attachments

TRCA Reports  – Attach. A 
Don Regeneration Council – Attach. B  
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