
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – DECEMBER  5, 2005

SIGN VARIANCE APPLICATION 
FILE NO: SV.05-21 
OWNER: ROBERTO CLAUSI 

 LOCATION: 4855 HIGHWAY NO. 7 
  LOT 5, PLAN 9831, CONCESSION 7

Recommendation

That Sign Variance Application SV.05-21, Roberto Clausi, be APPROVED 

Economic Impact

None. 

Purpose

To provide a report to Council respecting any comments the Region of York may have  respecting 
the subject application. 

Background- Analysis and Options

The applicant has applied for a sign variance to allow for a window sign and a wall sign having a 
sign area of 1.0 sq m and 1.8 sq m respectively on the north and east elevations of the building. 
The applicant is also proposing to maintain the existing ground sign having an area of 1.2 sq m 
for which a permit was issued in error in 1996. 

City Council at its September 12, 2005 meeting approved the following respecting Sign Variance 
Application SV.05-21: 

 “That this matter be referred to Staff for further comments from York Region.” 

Building Staff have met with York Region Engineering and they advise that they have no 
comments respecting the application. They further advised that it is up to the City through it’s sign 
by-law to regulate the amount of signage located on private properties.  The Region has no 
formal sign by-law and regulates permanent signs like other street hardware that may be found 
within or abutting Regional right-of-ways. The Region is generally satisfied if the proposed 
signage is located on private properties and does not present a danger to the travelling public. 
(eg. Flashing red sign close to an intersection.)   

Since the time of the Committee of the Whole and Sign Variance meetings, Building Staff have 
been contacted by a home owner that resides in the immediate area.  The homeowner strongly 
objects to the 1.8 sqm. wall sign located on the east elevation of the building.  However, Staff 
have visited the site and found that the sign does not directly impact the residential properties as 
the sign is located more than 30 metres from the closest residential property on the opposite side 
of the street.      

Committee members at the Sign Variance Meeting noted that the subject property abuts Highway 
No.7 and was subject to a Minor Variance approving up to 50% of the ground floor area to be 
used for a doctor’s office.  Members of the Sign Variance Committee were generally of the 
opinion that the application can be supported as it attempts to strike a balance between what is 
permitted within a residential area (0.30 sqm.) vs. what is permitted within a commercial area (8 
sqm. +). 



Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2007

This report is consistent with the priorities previously set by Council and the necessary resources 
have been allocated and approved. 

Conclusion

Members of the Sign Variance Committee have no objections to the application as submitted,  
and are of the opinion that the general intent and purpose of the sign by-law is being maintained. 

Should Council find merit in the application,  a Sign Permit is required to be issued by the Building 
Standards Department. 

Attachments

Appendix 1 –Copy of the September 6, 2005 Committee of the Whole item.  

1. Site Plan 
2. Sketch of Sign 

Report prepared by: 

Leo Grellette, Director of Building Standards 
John Studdy, Manager of Customer & Administrative Services 

Respectfully submitted,     Respectfully submitted, 

Leo Grellette         John Studdy 
Director of Building Standards        Chair, Sign Variance Committee 












