
 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – NOVEMBER 19, 2007 
 
 DOORS OPEN VAUGHAN, 2009 
 
 Recommendation 
  
 Councillor Tony Carella, Co-Chair, Vaughan Tourism Advisory Committee (VTAC), 
 Councillor Sandra Yeung Racco, Chair, Arts Advisory Committee (AAC), and Councillor 
 Alan Shefman, Chair, Community Equity & Diversity Committee (CEDC) jointly 
 recommend that the City Manager direct appropriate staff to conduct a feasibility study 
 with respect to an annual Doors Open event in the City of Vaughan, such study to 
 examine the costs and benefits of such an event in improving, respectively, 
 
 (1) the perception of Vaughan as an area of tourist interest  
 
 (2) the awareness on the part of the general public of significant examples of 
 contemporary architectural and interior design styles within the City of Vaughan, and 
 
 (3) the appreciation by local residents of the diversity of the community in which they live, 
 as evidenced by the range of religious, ethnocultural, and institutional facilities across 
 Vaughan,  
 
 and 
 
 that such study be provided to a future Committee of the Whole, by the end of June 2008, 
 for implementation in the spring of 2009, subject to 2009 budget approval. 
 
 
 Economic Impact 
 
 Nil 
 
 Purpose 

 
To determine the feasibility of pursuing from additional perspectives a project usually 
viewed solely as “heritage-related”  

 
Communication Plan 
 
As this is an internal matter---exploring the feasibility of a city-sponsored, annual event---
a communication plan is not required at this time. 

 
 Background – Analysis and Options 
 

According to its own information “package” (see Attachment 1) Doors Open Ontario is a 
province-wide celebration of community heritage sponsored by the Ontario Heritage 
Trust, designed to create access, awareness and excitement about heritage while 
providing residents and visitors with a unique opportunity to explore and enjoy hidden 
and always interesting places and spaces in Ontario cities, towns and villages. 

 
 The City’s sole previous Doors Open Vaughan event, held in September 2003, reflected 
 this essentially “heritage” focus of this province-wide initiative in the choice of doors that 
 were opened at that time (see Attachment 2).    
 
 In the view of the chairs of VTAC, ACC, and CDEC, this focus---while inherently 
 interesting---is limited in terms of what might be accomplished by broadening the basis 



 

 

 upon which sites are selected. Granted, “heritage” sites are of interest to local residents, 
 and indeed to visitors touring the City of Vaughan, but there are a host of other sites of 
 interest to tourists which, given the parameters of the Doors Open concept, would never 
 be listed in a typical Doors Open guidebook. 
 
 Strictly by way of example, and without suggesting in any way that participation in a wider 
 Doors Open initiative has been agreed upon by the administrators of any of the sites 
 located below, how many residents/tourists might be interested in a “behind the scenes” 
 tour of Canada’s Wonderland, via an open “back door”, or of the McMichael Collection, or 
 the local fire hall? 
 
 And if such sites---non-heritage-related sites of interest to residents/tourists---do exist, 
 there are others non-heritage sites which possess a substantial measure of appeal for 
 purely architectural or interior design reasons. For instance, the soon-to-be-opened 
 Power Stream building, the new city hall, once built, or the Miele Canada building. 
 
 Furthermore, as the population of the City continues to grow and diversify, the opening of 
 doors to buildings associated exclusively with only certain segments of the general 
 population would add greatly to the promotion of mutual understanding between different 
 religious and/or  ethno cultural groups. For instance, Beth Avraham Yoseph synagogue in 
 Thornhill, Bait-ul-Islam mosque in Maple, and St. Margaret Mary Church in Woodbridge. 
 
 Beyond all of the above, there are other sites---primarily institutional---which are known to 
 residents solely as streetscape markers, places they may pass every day, but entry to 
 which they might feel is barred to them if their only motivator is curiosity.  
 

The proponents of the above recommendation do not wish to see a Doors Open initiative 
that neglects our built heritage. Rather, they wish to build on the foundation established 
by Vaughan’s first Doors Open event, by adding sites of inherent interest---or even just 
curiosity---on bases other than “heritage”.  

 
 Regional Implications 

 
Nil  

 
 Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2007  
 

This report is consistent with the priorities previously set by Council and the necessary 
resources have been allocated and approved.  
 
Conclusion  

 
 A feasibility study in respect of a broadened Doors Open concept could lead to an annual 
 event that has merit in respect of promoting tourism, the appreciation of local 
 contemporary architecture, and intercommunity understanding. 
  
 Attachments 
 
 Attachment 1: Background on Door Open Ontario (including DOV 2003 budget) 
 Attachment 2: Extracts from Door Open Vaughan brochure, 2003 
 
 Report prepared by: 
 
 Councillor Tony Carella  
 
  



 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 Tony Carella   Sandra Yeung Racco  Alan Shefman   
 Councillor – Ward 2  Councillor - Ward 4  Councillor - Ward 5 
  














