COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE — MARCH 3, 2008

SPONSORSHIP OF PROJECT VAUGHAN 2

Recommendation

Councillor Tony Carella recommends that the City of Vaughan repeat its sponsorship of the
conference Project Vaughan: Towards an Understanding of the ltalian Canadian Experience
Beyond ‘Litfle ftaly’ by approving the sponsorship of the next conference in & series of three,
entitted Project Vaughan 2: Connecting Communities, to permit the use of certain yet-to-be-
specified city facilities rent-free, subject to established program requirements.

Economic Impact

The total of rental fees to be foregone as a result of the approval of this recommendation has yet
to be determined, but should be nominal.

Communication Plan

The Corporate Communications Department will prepare an announcement that the City of

Vaughan is once again sponscring a conference, in association with the Mariano A. Elia Chair in
ltalian Canadian Studies.

Purpose

To demonstrate support for a conference focusing on the experience of the ltalian Canadian
community in Vaughan, as it compares and confrasts with the experience of other ethnocultural
groups in the municipality.

Background - Analysis and Options

In September of 2007, the Mariano A. Elia Chair in lfalian Canadian Studies at York University
convened-—at the Vellore Village Community Centre / St. Jean de Brebeuf Catholic High School-
-a conference entitled Project Vaughan: Towards an Understanding of ihe Italian Canadian
Experience Beyond Little Italy’. The program for the conference is attached, and indicates the
broad range of topics which were covered: patterns of post-immigrant social organization, arts
and culture, the print media, the next generation, the local economy, and the political scene---as
well as the view of Vaughan as portrayed in film and video, and as seen by non-residents. The
conference’s Friday evening {September 28) session lead off with a keynote speaker and
respondent, while the new president of York University, Dr. Mamdouh Shoukri, and Mayor Linda
Jackson were the special guests at the beginning of the Saturday (September 29) session.

The Elia Chair is currently organizing a second conference, entitled Project Vaughan 2:
Connecting Communities, which will focus on the commonalities and differences between ltalian
Canadians and other immigrant groups in the post-modern context of Vaughan. (A third
conference, tentatively titled Project Vaughan 3: Towards Cosmopolis, is being discussed for the
fall of 2009, to coincide with the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of York University.)

To facilitiate the operation of this year's conference, which will extend over two or three days,
sessions are being planned to take place at York University and at some venue or venues in
Vaughan. With that in mind, the organizers are requesting that if city-owned facilities are identified

as the best site or sites for the Vaughan portions of the conference, that they be let to the Elia
Chair, at no charge.



Regional Implications

None

Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2007

This report is consistent with the priorities previously set by Council and the necessary resources
have been allocated and approved.

Conclusion

The City of Vaughan will assist in the sponsorship of the conference Project Vaughan 2:
Connecting Communities, by permitting the use of city-owned facilities not otherwise required for
programming purposes during conference hours.

Attachments

Program for Project Vaughan: Towards an Understanding of the lalian Canadian Experience
Beyond 'Little Italy’

Report prepared by:

Councillor Tony Carella

Respectfully submitted,

Tony Carella
Councillor — Ward 2
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