
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE - SEPTEMBER 29TH, 2009 

CHARACTER COMMUNITY  WEEK OCTOBER 26- 31ST 2009 

Recommendation 

The Character Community Committee recommends that the Character Community Committee’s 
Schedule of Events and related announcements be received. 

 
Contribution to Sustainability 
 
The weekly events will help in growing the City of Vaughan communities awareness of the 
Character Community Attributes, thereby resulting in a positive sustainable environment based on 
character community attributes for staff and the community at large. 
 
Economic Impact 
 
The Character Community of York Region will provide many of the necessary supplies for the 
City’s Character Community Week and will promote Vaughan’s Community Booth.  Other costs 
are already allocated within existing budgets for the Character Community events. 
 
Communications Plan 
 
To create awareness about events taking place during Vaughan’s Character Community Week 
(see attached calendar of events), the Communications Plan will include, but not be limited to,  
preparation of a news releases, postings on the City’s Website as well as the Vaughan Public 
Libraries website.  E-mails will be sent to all City of Vaughan staff and there will be a mail out to 
City of Vaughan stakeholders inviting them to attend the speaker series and the Community 
Booth at the Promenade Shopping Centre. The community booth at Promenade Shopping Centre 
will be staffed on October 26th and 27th between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m.   
 
As a first for Vaughan’s Character Community, we will be linking and partnering with TVO kids at  
the Promenade Shopping Centre and inviting the schools to visit the booth as well as inviting 
media to participate in the kickoff.  The VPLs will be hosting Story time at the Promenade Mall 
reading a book based on a character attributes to the children and they will be posting this within 
the Libraries and on their website. 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an update on the schedule of events planned 
for Character Community week within the City of Vaughan.  The Character Community 
Committee has established a number of different activities for staff, residents and the business 
community during character community week.  Please see Attachment 1 for the various dates 
and times for the events and locations. 

Background - Analysis and Options 

A Character Community is one in which elected officials, community leaders, citizens and staff 
recognize and promote good character.  Everyone works together to ensure that families are 
strong, homes and streets are safe, education is effective, business is productive, neighbors care 
about one another, and people make wise choices for their families and lives.  In short, a 
Character Community has leaders who are models of the character attributes they advocate for 
their citizens. 
 
 
 



On June 24, 2002, City of Vaughan Council passed a resolution supporting the Character 
Community Initiative.  In November 2002, York Regional Council adopted 11 attributes that create 
good character. These traits are respect, responsibility, courage, inclusivity, honesty, fairness, 
integrity, optimism, compassion, perseverance, initiative.  The City of Vaughan also adopted the 
character trait of leadership to bring the traits to 12 in order to celebrate one trait per month.   This 
year’s focal attribute for the City of Vaughan is OPTIMISM. 
 
Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2020/Strategic Plan 
 
This report is consistent with the priorities previously set by Council and the necessary resources 
have been allocated and approved. 
 
Regional Implications 
 
Character Community is a Regional initiative and the City will continue to work with the Character 
Community Committee of York Region.  Staff also continues to work and be involved with the 
Character Community Coalition. 

Conclusion 

Council at its meeting on October 9, 2007 approved Character Communities Week and approved 
that the City of Vaughan continue to develop public education and awareness initiatives 
surrounding Character Community. A Working Committee with representation from Council and 
staff has prepared a number of initiatives for this year to foster the importance of Vaughan as a 
Character Community.   This years’ calendar of events and linkages with the Vaughan Chamber 
of Commerce, Promenade Shopping Centre, TVO and external stakeholders is a true indicator of 
a Community working together to bring Character Community in Vaughan to the forefront. 

Attachments 

1.  Calendar of Events 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
Joyce Frustaglio 
Regional Councillor 








