
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (WORKING SESSION) AUGUST 27, 2002  

PRESENTATION BY YORK REGION STAFF 
YORK REGION HOUSING SUPPLY STRATEGY 
MUNICIPAL HOUSING FACILITIES BY-LAW 

Recommendation 

The Commissioner of Planning recommends:   
 
That the presentation of the Staff of the Region of York in respect of the York Region Housing 
Supply Strategy and the draft Municipal Housing Facilities By-law BE RECEIVED; and 
 
That City Staff BE DIRECTED to report to a future Committee of the Whole meeting on the 
opportunities for the City of Vaughan to participate in the implementation of the York Region 
Housing Supply Strategy. 

Purpose 

The purpose of the presentation is to update Vaughan Council on the latest and future actions of 
the Region of York in respect of its Housing Supply Strategy and its draft Municipal Housing 
Facilities By-law. 

Background - Analysis and Options 

Background 
 
a) Origin 
 
At its May 3, 2001 meeting, Regional Council directed that a Housing Supply Strategy be 
developed to increase the supply of subsidized housing stock across the Region and to increase 
rental opportunities in the private market.  Regional Staff was directed to focus on innovative 
approaches to increasing the affordable housing supply and to develop a significant role for public 
– private partnerships, to increase the supply of rental housing and to support lower income 
households seeking assisted housing. 
 
An interim report was submitted to Regional Council on November 1, 2001, setting out a work 
plan for the preparation of the strategy.   On January 31, 2002, a Regional Council Workshop was 
held, at which the Proposed Housing Supply Strategy was presented. 
 
On February 11, 2002, City Council provided the following direction in respect of the proposed 
Regional Strategy.   
 
 1. That the verbal report of Regional Councillor Di Biase be received; 
 

2. That a workshop be held at a Committee of the Whole (working session) meeting 
in February 2002 for members of Council to express their views; and 

 
3. That staff provide a report regarding the various strategies proposed by York 

Region. 
 

At the February 19, 2002, Committee of the Whole Working Session, Committee received a 
status report on the Proposed Region of York Housing Supply Strategy.  Committee of the Whole 
adopted the following recommendation. 
 



1. That staff be directed to report on a response to the proposed York Region 
Housing Supply Strategy, taking into account the concerns raised by Members of 
Council; 

 
2. That the following report of the Commissioner of Planning, dated February 19, 

2002, be received; and 
 

3. That the Regional Council Workshop information package, to Mayor and 
Members of Council, dated January 31, 2002, and the pamphlet entitled, “Status 
Report, Proposed Housing Supply Strategy Regional Municipality of York, dated 
February 19, 2002, be received.  

 
Council ratified this recommendation on February 25, 2002.   
 
The requested follow-up report was sent to a Committee of the Whole Working Session on May 
14, 2002.  The report identified a number of principles that should form the basis for a protocol or 
understanding, which would govern the actions and decisions of the Regional Housing Authority 
in its relations with the local communities and municipal councils.  This report forms Attachment 
No. 1 to this report.  On May 27, 2002 Council ratified the recommendation of Committee of the 
Whole by adopting the following motion. 
 
  This report BE RECEIVED; 
 

The principles identified in the report be endorsed as the basis for further discussion with 
the Region of York on their incorporation into the final Housing Supply Strategy; 
 
Regional Staff BE REQUESTED to provide an update on the status of the Region’s 
Proposed Housing Supply Strategy at an upcoming Committee of the Whole Working 
Session; 
 
Final comment on the Region of York’s draft Housing Supply Strategy be prepared for 
Council’s consideration, if required, after completion of discussions with the Region; 
 
This report be forwarded to the Region of York’s Community Services and Housing and 
Planning and Development Services Departments. 
 

On June 4, 2002 reports on the “Housing Supply Strategy for York Region” and the “Municipal 
Housing Facilities By-law” went forward to the Community Services and Housing Committee at 
the Region of York.  Regional Council ratified the recommendations of the Committee on June 27, 
2002.  As a result the Housing Supply Strategy (Attachment No. 2) was approved and a Municipal 
Housing Facilities By-law was approved in principle. 
 
Regional Council has directed that its Staff consult with the area municipalities on the 
implementation of the Housing Strategy and the Municipal Housing Facilities By-law.  This 
presentation will allow Regional Staff to outline the content of the strategy and the draft by-law 
and provide details on the consultation program and the time lines for further action. 
 
Further, the Regional Council resolution of June 27, 2002 included the following direction in 
respect of the Housing Supply Strategy. 
 

1. This report be forwarded to area municipalities and those municipalities be asked 
to participate in meeting the goals of the Strategy by endorsing it and giving 
consideration to adopting local strategies and initiatives to encourage affordable 
housing development. 

 



In this regard a recommendation has been included above, which directs City Staff to report back 
to a future Committee of the Whole meeting on the potential opportunities for the City to 
participate in the implementation of the Region’s Housing Supply Strategy. 
 
b) Context 

 
One important consideration in evaluating the York Region Housing Supply Strategy is the fact 
that it is an important element in York Region’s overall approach to growth management.  Growth 
management is a multi-disciplinary planning exercise, which must take into consideration the 
range of forces that influence how growth and change occurs.   Amongst the factors that need to 
be considered in making growth management decisions are:  Housing supply; financial planning; 
economic development; urban form; human services planning; and transportation planning. 
These forces are inter-related and often act in concert. Therefore, the management of growth 
must take into account all of these relationships and apply regulation accordingly. 
 
Over the last several years, the Region has been responding to the pressures of growth and 
downloading, by undertaking a number of initiatives.  These include the Housing Supply Strategy, 
the York Region Rapid Transit Plan; the Transportation Master Plan; the Human Services 
Strategy; and Vision 2026.  Staff are planning to prepare an information item for Council in the fall 
of 2002, outlining the status and content of these initiatives, their role in the management of 
growth in York Region and their implications for the activities of the City of Vaughan. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Vaughan Council requested this presentation by Regional Staff at its meeting on May 27, 2002. In 
addition, it is a component of the consultation process mandated by Regional Council on June 27, 
2002.  The Region has requested that the City participate in the Housing Supply Strategy by 
endorsing it and giving consideration to adopting local strategies and initiatives to encourage the 
development of affordable housing.  The presentation will allow for the Region to put forward its 
case for the Housing Supply Strategy in the context of its overall growth management program.  
The City will then have to go through a period of evaluation to determine the degree to which it 
would like to participate in the program. 
 
Therefore, it is recommended that the presentation from York Region Staff in respect of the York 
Region Housing Supply Strategy and the draft Municipal Facilities By-law be received.  In 
addition, it is recommended that Staff report back to Committee of the Whole on the opportunities 
available to the City for its possible participation in the York Region Housing Supply Strategy.  
Should Council concur then the recommendations set out above should be adopted. 

Attachments 

1. Item 2, Report No. 38 of the Committee of the Whole (Working Session), May 27, 2002 
“Proposed Housing Supply Strategy – Region of York” 

2. York Region Housing Supply Strategy – June 27, 2002  

Report prepared by: 

Roy McQuillin, Manager of Corporate Policy, ext. 8211 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
MICHAEL DeANGELIS 
Commissioner of Planning 
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