COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE FEBRUARY 4, 2002

YOUTH ADVISORY COUNCIL

Recommendation

Councillor Mario Ferri recommends:

1. That City of Vaughan Council supports the establishment of a York Region Youth
Advisory Committee; and

2. That the following City of Vaughan Youth Advisory Council members be appointed as
designates to the York Region Youth Advisory Committee:

a) Adam Settecase
b) Tavlin Kaur

Purpose

Two members of the City of Vaughan Youth Advisory Council be appointed as designates to the
York Region Youth Advisory Committee.

Background

The Regional Municipality of York, in a meeting held on December 6, 2001, supported a
recommendation “that each municipality select two designates for the Youth Advisory Committee
and report back to the Regional Clerk by February 1, 2002.”

This matter was placed on the agenda of the City of Vaughan Youth Advisory Council meeting on
January 31, 2002 for discussion purposes, however due to inclement weather the meeting was
cancelled.

To facilitate the request to reply to the Regional Clerk by February 1, 2002, the Chair and Vice-
Chair have been selected to act as designates on behalf of the City of Vaughan on the York
Region Youth Advisory Committee in the interim.

Conclusion

The Regional Clerk will be provided with the names of the two designates.

Attachments

1. York Region Report

Report prepared by:

Gloria Hardychuk, Assistant City Clerk, ext. 8637

Respectfully submitted,

Councillor Mario Ferri
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Carporate and Legal Services Deparrtment
December 7, 2001
Mr. John Leach ATTACHMENT 1
City Clesk
City of Vaughan

2141 Major Mackenzie Drive
Vaughan, Ontario L6 IT1

Deear Mr, Leach:
Re:  Youth Advisory Committee

The Council of the Regional Municipality of York, at its meeting held on Thursday, December 6, 2001,
adopted Clanse No. 9 contained in Report No. 10, of the Regional Planning and Economic Development
Comminee.

Thhrwmhmscﬁmmhym with a request that your Council select two designates for the Youth
Advisory Comuminies, The purpose of the Youth Advisory Comruttee is to represent ‘the voice of youth®
by providing advice to the Regional Chair on Regional matters that are of interest to vouth,

Each local municipality is being asked to recommend two d.mgmme The selection criteria are that 1he
youths must be:

+ residents of the municipality for which they are being chosen to represent and

# of secondary school age,

The members of the Youth Advisory Committes are expected to serve a term of 12 months, running from
September 1% 1o the following August 31% The first term will run from the inaugural meeting (e.g. April
2002) until Seprember 2003, Additional information is provided in the Draft Terms ufllcfm:eenclmaﬂ )
with this letter. )

Please reply to my attention by no later than February 1, 2002, huﬂﬁ&ﬂammmfmrﬂm
Regional Council in March 2002,

A copy of Clause No.9 of Report No. 10 1s enclosed for your information.

Please contact Patti Hall-Hawkins, Plenner, st 905-830-4444, ext. 1528, :.fyuuhawanyqumamlh
respect to this matter.

Sincerely. ; B

Regional Clerk

. Price )
AlLaghiven)
L, B o Yo St R
Tae Regranal Municapality of Yok, [7250 Yomge Sires. Newmarket, Omiaria L3Y 6Z]
Tad: (905} BI3-T251, 1-BTT.CO4- YORE (1-87T-464-9675), Fax: (903) 8933031
T merevet; s regiam, york, am, s




York Region /5.3

Clause Mo. @ contained in Report No. 10 of the Planning and Economic Develocpmeant
Committee was adopted, without amendment, by the Council of The Regional Municipality of
York at its meeting on December &, 2001,

-8
YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The Planning and Economic Development Committee recommends the following:

1. The presentation by Matthew Cloutier, Student, Newmarket High School, be
received and that a similar presentation be made to Regional Council on
December 6, 2001;

2, The recommendations contained in the following report, November 14,
2001, from the Commissioner of Planning and Development Services be
adopted subject to the Criteria for Committee Membership contained in the
Draft Terms of Reference being amended by deleting the words "enrolled at
a secondary school within York Region®:

1. RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended thar:
1, Staff be directed to organize o Youth Advisory Committee in accordance with the *“Draft
Terms of Reference”, attached to this report.
2. The Regional Clerk be directed 1o circulate this report and its attachments to all area
municipalities for their consideration, with the request that each municipality select twa
tes for the Youth Advisory Committes and report back to the Regional Clerk by

February 1, 2002.
3. The Regional Chair appoint two Members of Regional Council to act as Committee
Adwisors.
4. Suaff be directed to report back to Regional Council in March, 2002 with further derails
on membership, appot organization and a proposed meeting schedule.
2. PURPOSE

The Regional Municapality of York supports numercus youth-based initiagves both through
consultation and through the direct provision of services for children to young adults.

The addition of an Advisory Committee, that is composed of youth and that can funetion as
a forum for youth opinions on issues of a Regional nature, responds to some of the goals of
Dt Vision 2026, the Region’s updated strategic plan. The purpose of the Advisory :
Commirtes is 1o represent ‘the voice’ of youth and to provide advice to the Regional Chair.
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BACKGROUND

In consultarion with youth, it has been made clear that they wish 1o make a conmbudon to
decision-making, especially where decisions affect their Iives and lifestyles. Recent ressarch
into the benefits of civic engagement has shown thar there is 2 positive relanonship berween
involvement and quality of product. )

An environmental sean reveals that more than @ dozen Youth Advisory Committess of this
natore exist in Canada, in municipalities such as Calkville, Calgary and Yellowknife. Their

statements of purpose emphasize the benefits of youth input, raising the awareness of youth
and enhancing mechanisms for participation in planning acdvities.

3.1 Consultation with Youth in Phase | Vision 2026 process

Druring Fhase 1 of the public consultation plan for Visiax 2026, an efforr was made to engage
some of the Region's youths in dialogue regarding what they feel the Region should focus its
priorities on.  This commitment to involving youth as a specific stakeholder group was
based on the acknowledgement that youth community members have a significant
contribution o make. Youth will become adults during [iren 2026% 25-vear plan penod.

The result of IFider 2028 Phase I, was a list of issues that the seven youths involred 1

consultation in May, 2001 felt were top-of-mind for youth:

*  The impact of rapid growth including the loss of agriculrural land, the tming of services
and fiscal impacts.

*  The need for more public ransporation and ease of transport throughout the Region as
well 25 connections with Toronto.

*  Recreational oppormunities are limited in York Region. Less urbanized areas do not have
a broad range of recreational oppormnities for youths.

Douring this dialogue pasticipants discussed the need for more oppormnities for a ‘youth
vorce'. The ‘youth voice’ s the expression of youth opinions, by youth, on issues that
concern them,

The suggestion of a Youth Committee was made during the informal discussions with youth.
Omne tepresentative from the Town of Newmarket presented the idea more formally to the
Committee Chair of the Planning and Economic Development Committee as well as the
Commissioner of Planning and Development Services.

O October 24, 2001, York Region hosted a dialogue on the concept of a Youth Commirtee
with nine youths, representng each area municipality. The concept of a Youth Commirtee,
along with its potential merits and limitations, was discussed. This meeting occurred within
the context of contnuing the dialogue on poority setting with youths from across this
Region.




 Clause No. 9, Report No. 5‘
Pianning and Econcmic Development Committes '

4. . ANALYSIS AND OPTIONS
A Youth Advisory Comminee will provide youths with 2 formal venue for discussion of
research, programme proposals and servicing changes that are both ongoing and the subject
of Regional Council in the months to come. [t 15 proposed that the Advisory Committee
deal with select Regional initiatives in advance of their consideration by Regional Council, so
that the opinicns and consensus of the Youth Advisory Commitree could be considered by
the Regional Chair and Council.

41 Membership and Selection

The participants in the October 24" meeting agreed that a Comminee of eighteen members
would provide adequate representation for youth within the Region, with two members
being appeinted from each area municipality.

The recommendation of the rwo representatives should be made by the area municipality.
Members would be of senior secondary school age (ie. Grades 11, 12 and OAC), be enrolled
at a Secondary School in York Region and residents of the icipality they reg Tris
suggested that area municipalities may wish to consult with the Boards of Education.
Regonal staff has contacted the Boards of Education 1o discuss the nitative with them,

Nominatons should be completed and forwarded to the Regional Clerk's Office by
February 1, 2002,

“Youth Advisory Commirtee members would sit for a term running September to August,
with the exception of the fest term which would last from the inaugural meeting in the
Spring of 2002 through to August of 2003, New members would be appointed by each area
municipality in June prior to the formation of a new Comumittee in September.

4.1.1 Members of Council as Committee Advisors

It is recommended that two members of Regional Council should be appointed by the
Regional Chair as Advisoes to the Youth Advisory Committee. The Regional Chair will sit
as an ex-officio member.

4.2 Scheduling of Meetings

The Regional Clerk's Office will provide the administrative support to the Youth Advisory
Committee including the scheduling of meetings and recording of minutes. Mestings would
be held guartesly in approximartely October, Diecember, March and May. Meeting oimes
would be set, so as not to interfere with school attendance, preferably late in the afremoon
or on professional development days.

As was stated earlier, the timely treatment of select agenda items by the Youth Commitree in
advance of Regional Council dealing with the same material would greatly benefit the
process.
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4.2,1 Reporting Directly to Regional Chair

The main point of contact for members of the Youth Advisary Committee will be staff of
ﬂuthgmdD:v:hpmmtSuﬂcmepmm:.whnumpnm"bﬂmswﬂlnchde
development of the agenda, orientation and briefing of members, and other duties as

The Palicy Advisar to the Regional Chair will provide policy advice to the Committee as
required. All activities of the Committee will be reported directly to the Regional Chair and
will be forwarded on to Regional Council at the Chair's discretion. More information on the

role of Regional staff is provided in the acached Drgf? Term of Refereace.

4.2.2 Youth Invelvement in Regional Initiatives

Vigiem 2026 1s only one consultation function that involves youth at this dme. The following
is a list of some others:

*  Youth Summit scheduled for November 19, 2001 (Community Services and Housing)
Hm&mTﬂFm(CnmmﬂySmdeoumg}

Walk to School (Planning and Health)

Safe Schools Programme (York Regional Police)

Anti-Tobaceo By-law and Enforeement {Health Services)

* Human Services Planning Coaliton

4.3 Educational Function

One of the benefits of being invalred from the youth perspective is the learning opportunity
in addition to representing the concerns of youth in Regional government. Staff suggests
that some basic training and ofentation to Regional government would be important once
the membership of the Advisory Committee is established. For example, members of the
Committee could be instrucred on the municipal election process, the procedures of Council
and committees, and the functions of the Regional and local levels of government, In this
way there is a direct and immediate educational benefit to the exercise for yourh designares.

Further, staff supgests that contact be made with the area School Boards to discuss
possibilities for linkages of the Youth Advisory Commirtee with curriculum in the area of
eivies, local povernment or polincal studies.

4.4 Resources
Admummwppmmnﬂmmmemmwuldhcpmvﬁudhythc
Regional Clerk's Office. As well, the Regional Clerk's Office would assist with the
instruction and educaton of members in the usape of the Regional Procedure By-law and
other accepted Committes and Council protocols.

The artached Dt Terms of Reference describe the roles of the Office of the Chief
Administrative Officer, and the Health Services, Community Services and Housing and
Transportauon and Works Departments.

4.
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5.  FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
This initiative can be accommodarted in the approved 2001 budg:t.

6. LOCAL MUNICIFAL IMPACT

A number of initiatives are being undertaken by the local municipalities ar this ome that have
a focus on youth engagement and programming for vouth in local communities, such as

»  Town of Markham Mayer’s Task Force on Youth

*  Town of Georgina Mayors” Youth Advisory Commirtee

s Town of Richmond Hill Youth Action Committee
The role of the Region’s Youth Advisory Committee is intended to focus on Regional
initiatives and service responsibilides. One of the key functions of the Advisory Comminee
will be to communicate on a regular basis with Advisory Commirtees and youth-based
initiatives at the area municipalides. One of the early rasks of the Commirree will be 1o
ﬂuhhhncmmmhkﬁuwﬂ]m:bkymﬂtﬁmcmthmnghmﬂnﬂepmto
liaise and share information more easily.

7. MEXT STEPS

It is proposed that Members of the Youth Advisory Committes will be recommended to the
Regional Chair by the area municipalities, through communicatons with the Regional Clerk’s
Office by February 1, 2002 An inaugural meeting of the Youth Advisory Commiree is
proposed for April 2002 One of the rst funcions of the Committee will be to approve ot
amend the Draft Termy of Reference.

Early in 2002, when members have been confirmed by the Regional Chair, staff will proceed
te beief members on governance, protocol, procedures and on the operations of the Region.
In addition, Regional staff will engage members in a discussion of the initiatives that will be
of preatest interest to them dunng their term.

. CONCLUSION
Th.e&ammm of 2 Youth Advisory Committes will further enhance the comprehensive and
inclusive consultation that the Region of York strives 1o achieve. This ‘Fouth voice” will
: involve the Region's youth in an active and formal way.

(A capy of the attachments refirred fa i the foregaing is attached to this Report and a copy thereof i on file in the
Offce of the Regional Clerke)
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{Draft) Terms of Reference Youth Advisory Committee
for the Regional Municipality of York _
MNovember, 2001

The purpose of the Youth Advisery Committee is to represent ‘the voice' of youth by
providing advice to the Regional Chair on Regional matters that are of interest to

= Facilitating youth discussion of Regional initiatives that are of priority to youth
such as but not limited to: the natural environment, managing York Region's
growth, transportation and i

» Engaging York Region's youth as a stakeholder group, on a regular basis on
matters of a Regional nature

* Raiging awareness of Regional initiatives that are addressing the concerns
raised by youth in previcus consultations

* Educating the Region’s youth on Regional governance, funetions and decision-
making processes

The following will be the composition of the Commm

* 2 members per local municipality for a total of 18 members

*  All members have equal voting privileges

s Appointment of members, by June 30 each year, made by local municipal
Mayor's office, working in coneert with representatives of Boards of Education

Meetings

s NMeetings will be held quarterly in approximately October, December, March
and May

*  Meetings will be scheduled later in the business day, approximately 3:00 pm
to facilitate attendance by vouth members who are also reguired to attend
schoaol )

* Whenever possible, meetings will be arranged in co-ordination with
Professional Development days already scheduled by School Boards

*  All members will be invited to attend all meetings

Criteria for Committee Membership
Each local municipality, together with the Boards of Edueation will recommend
two designates. The selection will be based on:




+ residence in York Region /59

. mﬂmoeinthammidpnﬁtyfm-whichtheimﬁﬁduﬂhbdngchmb
represent

« of secondary school age, and enrelled at a secondary school within York
Region

Term of Membership

s members of the Youth Advisory Committee will serve a term of twelve

~ months, running from September to the following August

. theﬁmt&mofﬁ:eYoutthsmTCommtbeewiﬂm&umthommml
meeting until September 2003

* 2 members of Regional Council will be appointed by the Regional Chair to act as
Advisors to the members of the Youth Advisory Committee

» Regional Chair will be an ex-officio Advisor '

= All members of Regional Council will be advised of Youth Advisory Committee
meetings and will be welcome to attend

The purpose of the Co-ordinating Committee wﬂlhebumpreaentotharwuth-
based initiatives that are underway at the Region, and to bring forward material
on initiatives that would benefit from discussion by the Youth A&mwy
Committee,

Led by Planning and Development Services, the Committee will be composed of
the following members:

Office of the Regional Chair — Lisa Gonealves

Office of the Chief Administrative Officer — Dino Basso

Community Services and Housing - Diane Turcotte/Jane Wedlock
‘Health Services Department — to be determined

Planning and Development Services — John Waller/Fatti Hall Hawkins
Transportation and Works Department — to be determined

York Regional Police — Staff Sergeant Rodney Sine

Regional Clerk’s Office — to be determined

Draft Terms of Reference 2
Youth Advisory Committee for the Regional Munieipality of York
MNovember, 2001
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The Policy Advisor will be responsible for reporting the activities of the Advisory

Committee to the Regional Chair and through to Regional Council at the
discretion of the Regional Chair. The Policy Advisor will also:

e Pmﬁdaadﬁﬁamﬂegimﬂpdiqmmwm;eftherthﬁdﬁum
) Committes
*  Participate on the Corporate Cu—ord:mﬁngl inating Committee

The Manager of Corporate Policy and Special Projects will be responsible for
reporting the activities of the Advisory Committee to the Chief Administrative
Officer. The Manager will alse:

* Provide advice on Regional initiatives, programmes and services to the Youth
Advisory Committee
*  Participate on the Corporate Co-ordinating Commitiee

Planning and Development Services staff will be the main point of contact for
Youth Advisory Committee members. Thiz will include:

= orientation of Committee members

*  grganizing briefings

* development of quarterly agenda topics (together with the Corporate Co-
ordinating Committee and the Regional Clerk's Department)

* organize a “Corporate Co-ordinating Committee”

ERegional Clerk's Office
The Regional Clerk's Office will be responsible for all Committee Co-ordinator

functions, including but no limited to, scheduling of meetings, circulation of
agendas and attachments, minutes, actions pertaining to Committee meetings.

Draft Terms of Reference 3
Youth Advisory Committee for the Regional Municipality of York
November, 2001
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Other Departments

Gmmmityﬂuﬁnumdﬂoudngbepnrmm
Health Services Department
'l'x-n.nlpmhnnnndethepu'tmmt
YarkBeg‘lonaanliﬂ

»  Responsible for proposing material for consideration by the Youth Advisory
Committee, as well as providing the necessary background material and
briefing notes to the Regional Clerk’s Office and staff of Planning and

" Development Services in advance of quarterly meetings

=  HResponsible for making presentations on Regional initiatives such as the
Transportation Master Plan, Housing Strategy, Transit Strategy, Youth
Congress 2002 etce.

= Participation on the Corporate Co-ordinating Committee

Draft Terms of Reference &
Youth Advisory Committee for the Regional Municipality of York
MNovember, 2001




