COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE NOVEMBER 18, 2002

REGION OF YORK OFFICIAL PLAN AMENDMENT 41
THE OAK RIDGES MORAINE CONSERVATION PLAN

Recommendation

The Commissioner of Planning recommends:

1. That the City of Vaughan requests that the Region of York revise OPA 41 in accordance
with the recommended revisions as set out in the Staff report.

2. The Council minutes be sent to the Clerk of the Regional Municipality of York as forming
the City of Vaughan’s comments on OPA 41 to the Region of York Official Plan.

Purpose

To update Council on proposed Region of York Official Plan Amendment 41, the Oak Ridges
Moraine Conservation Plan Amendment, and to provide comments to the Region on the
proposed amendment.

Background

On December 14, 2001, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act (ORMCA) received Royal
Assent, which was followed by the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan (ORMCP), filed as
Regulation 140/02 on April 22, 2002. The Oak Ridges Moraine Act requires the Regions of York,
Peel and Durham to adopt amendments to bring their official plans into conformity with the
ORMCP by April 22, 2003.

Proposed Official Plan Amendment 41 to the Region of York Official Plan

On October 2, 2002, the Region of York Planning and Economic Development Committee
considered a Staff report on the Region’s proposed Official Plan Amendment 41 (Attachments 1
and 2 to this report). On October 17, 2002, Regional Council resolved “That Council release
Proposed Amendment 41 to the Regional Official Plan for public review and comment in
accordance with the requirements of the Planning Act”.

The Region’s staff report notes that the Planning Commissioners from York, Peel and Durham
met earlier this year with their Provincial counterparts to present and obtain agreement from the
Province on the framework for the Regional Amendments. The specific policies in proposed OPA
41 reflect the appropriate sections of the ORMCP and the framework discussed at that meeting.

The Amendment contains three main parts:

1. Policy amendments and additions in other sections of the Plan to recognize the pre-
eminent nature of the ORMCP;

2. New policies to replace those currently in Section 2.5 Oak Ridges Moraine of the
Regional Plan;

3. Mapping Changes to Regional Official Plan maps to recognize the area of application of

the ORMCP, identification of key natural heritage features on Maps 2 and 3, and the
inclusion of a new Map 11 - Oak Ridges Moraine Land Use Designations.

The following mapping changes are proposed to the Region of York Official Plan:



1. Maps 2 through 10 are to be amended to show the ORMCP boundary and a screened
ORMCP area, as well as the addition of a caveat on the legend referring to the policies of
Section 2.5 of the Regional Official Plan and the ORMCP.

2. Map 2 - Significant Natural Features, and Map 3 - Forest Resources will be amended by
the identification of key natural heritage features, including the following: all wetlands on
the Moraine, significant woodlands, Life Science ANSIs, Fish Habitat, when provided by
the Ministry of Natural Resources.

3. The addition of a new Map 11 - Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan Land Use
Designations, which will identify prescribed ORMCP land use designation locations. The
one change proposed in this amendment is that the accepted Regional Official Plan
nomenclature for settlement hierarchy (i.e. Urban Area and Towns and Villages) will be
used in place of the ORMCP nomenclature of Settlement Area.

The Region of York conducted public information sessions in King Township on the evening of
October 16, 2002, and Whitchurch-Stouffville on the evening of October 24, 2002. Vaughan
Community Planning Staff attended the King City meeting, which was attended by approximately
75 people. The statutory public hearing required by the Planning Act is scheduled for November
13, 2002. As provided for in the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act, the Minister of Municipal
Affairs will have the final approval on the Regional Official Plan Amendment with no appeal to the
Ontario Municipal Board, provided the Amendment is adopted prior to April 22, 2003.

Local Official Plans

The Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act requires local municipalities to adopt amendments to
their official plans and zoning by-laws by October 22, 2003. Vaughan Council considered a Staff
report on August 26, 2002, respecting the process to amend the City’s official plan and zoning by-
law to bring them into conformity with the ORMCP. Council endorsed a timeline which includes a
statutory public hearing in February 2003, with the amendments adopted by June 2003.

The Region’s proposed OPA 41 will establish a framework for the preparation of the local
amendments. The Region’s Staff report notes that the Town of East Gwillimbury, with financial
and staff assistance from the Province, has started the preparation of their official plan and
zoning by-law amendments. The Regional Staff is participating in this process on a Technical
Advisory Committee, which will result in model amendments that may be used by other
municipalities. As part of the City’'s amendment process, Vaughan Staff will monitor and review
information resulting from the East Gwillimbury process as it becomes available.

Typically, the local official plan sets out land use and development policies in greater detail than
the Regional Official Plan, however, the local official plans must conform to the Regional Official
Plan. With respect to the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, it is also expected that the
Regional Plan would be more general than the local official plan.

Recommended Revisions to OPA 41

Planning Staff have reviewed draft OPA 41 in the context of the Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Act and Plan, with the objective of ensuring clarity in interpretation and consistency
with those documents. Given that Vaughan will also be amending its Official Plan and zoning by-
law to bring them into conformity with the ORMCP and the Region’s Official Plan, it is imperative
that the Region’s Official Plan be clear as to its intent and interpretation. In this regard, the
following revisions are recommended:

1. Section 2.5.2 a) and b) Oak Ridges Moraine, Natural Core and Natural Linkage Areas

The permission for existing uses should be clarified to maintain consistency with the ORMCP,
that the permission for existing uses in the Natural Core would only apply to uses lawfully existing
on November 15, 2001, and previously authorized dwellings, buildings and structures, as



provided in Sections 6, 7 and 8 of the ORMCP. It is noted that the word, “existing” is defined in
the ORMCP. If it is the intent to direct the reader to the ORMCP, then “existing” should be
italicized.

2. Sections 2.5.2 c) and d) Oak Ridges Moraine, Countryside Areas and Urban Areas and
Towns and Villages

Similar to the Natural Core and Natural Linkage Areas in item 1 above, these sections should
also include recognition of the permission for existing uses, previously authorized dwellings,
buildings and structures, that are granted in Sections 6, 7 and 8 of the ORMCP.

3. Section 2.5.2 c) Oak Ridges Moraine, Countryside Areas - small scale industrial,
commercial and institutional uses

The Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan provides that the Regional and local Official Plans
can be more restrictive than the ORMCP with two exceptions, agriculture and aggregate
resources. With respect to the permission of small-scale industrial, commercial and institutional
uses in the Countryside Areas, OPA 41 appears to be more restrictive than the ORMCP, which
permits such uses subject to meeting certain tests in the ORMCP.

The Regional Official Plan currently requires that industrial, commercial and institutional uses in
the Rural Policy Areas “shall generally be directed to urban areas”, and that such uses shall only
be permitted subject to an amendment to the area municipal official plan and addressing specific
tests in the Regional Official Plan. OPA 41 would appear to be largely consistent with the
Region’s current policy approach to industrial, commercial and institutional uses in the Rural
Policy Area. Vaughan Staff are of the opinion that is appropriate that the policies respecting such
uses in the Rural Policy Area and the Countryside Area of the Region’s Official Plan should be
consistent. As such, OPA 41 should be clearer in its requirement for an amendment to the local
official plan for industrial, commercial and institutional uses in the Countryside.

4. Section 2.5.2 c) Oak Ridges Moraine, Countryside Areas - recreational uses

The wording in OPA 41 includes that small scale industrial, commercial and institutional uses
shall be directed to the Rural Settlements. There is no mention of new recreational uses being
permitted in the Countryside designation, although the ORMCP permits major recreational uses
in the Countryside Areas, subject to them not being included in prime agricultural areas and areas
designated primarily for agricultural uses in the applicable official plan. OPA 41 should include
wording which recognizes the permission for major recreational uses, subject to the provisions
set out in the ORMCP.

5. Section 2.5.4 Oak Ridges Moraine

This section should be expanded to recognize the exception to the minimum vegetation
protection zone, which is provided in Subsections 21(3) and 21(4) of the ORMCP, applying to
lands within a Settlement Area on April 22, 2002.  Additional wording, as suggested above,
would be consistent with the proposed wording in new Policy 2.2.23 in OPA 41 stating that
S Development or site alteration within these features and within the minimum vegetation
protection zone surrounding these features is prohibited, except where it meets the intent of the
applicable provisions of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan.”

6. Map 2 - Significant Natural Features and Map 3 - Forest Resources

The wording in this section includes that Maps 2 and 3 will be amended by the identification of
key natural heritage features including the following: identified wetlands, significant woodlands,
Life Science ANSIs, Fish Habitat, when provided by MNR. Vaughan Planning Staff note that at



the technical training sessions on the ORMCP conducted by Provincial Staff this fall, mapping of
significant portions of the habitat of endangered, rare and threatened species, sand barrens,
savannahs, and tall grass prairies were also to be provided by the Province. It is not clear as to
why these key natural heritage features are not included in the updated mapping in OPA 41. ltis
recommended that these features also be identified in OPA 41.

Similarly, OPA 41 does not include any mapping updates to identify the significant hydrological
features that the Province will be mapping of permanent and intermittent streams and kettle
lakes. These hydrological features should also be identified in OPA 41.

7. Transition Provisions of Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act and Prescribed Provisions
of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan

OPA 41 should include policies that recognize the transition provisions of the Oak Ridges
Moraine Conservation Act (Section 15) and prescribed provisions of the Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Plan (Part V, Section 48), in addressing Planning Act and Condominium Act
applications that were commenced and/or decided upon prior to the ORMCA and ORMCP
coming into effect.

Conclusion

The Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act requires that the Region of York amend its Official
Plan to bring it into conformity with the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan by April 22, 2003.
OPA 41 forms the proposed amendment to the Regional Official Plan. Planning Staff have
reviewed draft OPA 41 and have recommended some refinements to add clarity and consistency
with the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act and Plan and other areas of the Regional Official
Plan.

Vaughan is also required to amend its official plan and zoning by-law to bring them into
conformity with the ORMCP by October 22, 2003. Vaughan’s amendments must also conform to
the Region of York Official Plan. The task of amending the City’s Official Plan will benefit from
Regional Official Plan policies that provide clear direction for the municipalities to follow.

Should Council concur with the refinements that are outlined in the Recommended Revisions to
OPA 41 section of the report, the recommendation should be adopted.

Attachments

1. Report of the Commissioner of Planning and Development Services on Proposed
Amendment 41 to the Regional Official Plan, The Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan
Amendment

2. Proposed Amendment 41 to the Region of York Official Plan

Report prepared by:

Eric Taylor, Senior Planner Environmental, ext. 8214
Marco Ramunno, Manager, Development Planning, ext. 8445

Respectfully submitted,

MICHAEL DeANGELIS JOANNE R.ARBOUR
Commissioner of Planning Director of Community Planning
LG
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THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK

Planning and Economic Devéibpment Committee
Octaber 2, 2002

Report of the
Commissioner of Planning & Development Setvices

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 41
TO THE OFFICIAL PLAN FOR
THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF YORK
THE OAK RIDGES MORAINE CONSERVATION PLAN AMENDMENT

RECOMMENDATIONS
It is recommended that

1. That Coundl release Proposed Amendment 41 to the Regional Officzal Plan for pubiic
review and comment in accordance with the requrements of the Planning Aet.

PURPOSE :
The purpose of this report is o introduce Proposed Amendment 41 to the Official Plan for

the Regional Municpality of York (Asachment 1), whick is intended to bring the Regional

Official Plan into conformiry with the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan.

BACKGROUND

On December 14, 2001, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act, 2001 was proclaimed by the
Province of Onrario and was followed on April 22, 2002, by the filing of Ontasio Regulaton
140/02, the Ozk Ridges Moraine Conservadon Plan (ORMCP).

Undes the provisions of the Act, the Regions of Yorlk, Peel and Durham have cne year Ecr_am
the filing of the Plan to adopt amendmeats to bring their official plans into conformiry with
the ORMCP.

Regional Council has over the past year dealt with a oumber of reports (December 6, 2001,

% June 27, 2002, and September 19, 2002) advising them of the requirements of the Qak

Ridges Moraine Plan, the progress of the conformity amendment and a process foc
informing and receiving public input.

Regional staff has met over the summes with their counterparts in Durham and Peel o
formulate Official Plaa policies for conformity. The intention is 1o provide the Province
with a consistent amendmenc in so far as provisions and/or wording. This consisteacy is
intended to assist the Regions in implemendng the ORMCP and assist the Province in its
approval of the Amendments.

Planning and Ecanomic Development Committee

October 2, 2002




Propased Amendment 41 to the Official Plan for Regional Municipality of Yark - The Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Plan Amendment

H

The Region of Dutham conformity Amendment was inrroduced at Durham Planning
Commirtee on September 17, 2002 and released for public review and comment. Thar
Amendment will be scheduled for the Statutory meeting in late October. Adopdon is
antcipated in the New Year. The Region of Peel amendment will be inwoduced someame
in the furure based on local municipal and Regional needs and dming .

ANALYSIS AND OPTIONS

In early summer, the Planning Commissioners from York, Peel and Durham met with cheir
Provingial counterparts to present and obtain agreement from the Province on the
framework for the Regional amendments. This frimework was reported to Planaing
Committee in the June 12, 2002 staff report and has formed the basis of che Regional
amendment work.

As well, Regional staff in York have mer with the area municipalities and distributed a draft
of the proposed ORM policies. At the date of this report, wnitten comments have been
received from suff of the Town of Markham and are included as Artachment 2. Addigonal
comments are expected from other area municipalities and the Ministry of Municipal Affairs
and Housing. Once tabled, the Amendment will be circulated widely as discussed in Secdon
4.2 of this report.

4.1 Details of the Proposed Amendment
The Amendment document contains three matn parts:

e Policy amendrents and additions in other sectons of the Plan to recoguise the pre-
eminent nature of the ORMCP.

e New policies to replace those cucrently in Secton 2.5- Oak Ridges Moraine of the
Regional Plan.

e Mapping changes to existng Regional Official Plan maps to facilitare the recognidon of
the area of applicadon of the ORMCP, identificadon of key natural heritage features on
Maps 2 and 3 and the inclusion of 2 aew Map 11- Oak Ridges Moraine Land Use

Designagons.

4.1.1 Policy Changes to other Sections of the Regional Official Plan

The Regional Official Plan is based on three themes of Sustainable Natural Enviroameat,
Healthy Communities and Economic Virality with policies relaring to the narural
environment occurring in Chaprer 2. However, the polictes from one section of the plan
cannot be read in isoladon from other sections; therefore there axe a aumber of secgons
where cross-references to the Section 2.5 of the Regional Official Plan and the ORMCP are
required. These amendments to the Plan are reflected in the Proposed ROPA 41 (Antachment
7) Pact B irems 1 chrough 3 and 3. .

4.1.2 ORM Specific Policies

The Oak Ridges Moraine specific policies reflect the appropriate sections of the Qak Ridges
Moraine Consexvation Plan and the framework discussed by the three Regional Planning
Commissioners and the Province of Onrario in the early summaer.

Planning and Ecanomic Deveiopment Committee
QOctober 2, 2002




Proposed Amendment 31 to the Official Plan for Regional Municipality of York - The Qak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Plan Amendment

It is proposed to replace the cuzrent policies in Secton 2.5 of the Regional Plan deal with the
ORMCP Land Use designatons, policies reladng to Groundwater Protection and
Implementation. Polices relating to Landform Conservation, and Monitodng have been
included as new policy secton with exising ROP policy sections dealing with the same issue
(Section 2.2 Land and Section 7.4 Moniroring, Plan Review and Updadag)-

4.1.3 Mapping Changes

In order to implement the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservaton Plan, the following changes to

Maps in the Regional Offical Plan are proposed:

o Existing Maps 2 through 10 in the Regional Official Plan will be amended to show the
ORMCP boundary and a screened ORMCP area, as well as the addition of a caveat on
legend referming to the policies of Section 2.5 of the ROP and the ORMCP.

e Map 2- Significant Natural Features and Map 3 Forest Resources will be ameaded by the
identification of &gy natural heritage features including the following, all wedands on the

Moraine, significant woodlands, Life Science ANSIs, Fish Habitar, when provided by che
Ministry of Narural Resources.

The addidon of 2 new Map 11 — Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plaa Land Use
Designations, which will identify presczibed ORMCP land use designacon locations. The
one change proposed in this amendment is thar the accepred Regional Official Plan
nomenclature for serdement hierarchy (i.e. Urbaa Area and Towns and Villages) be used
in place of the ORMCP nomenclarure of Sertlement Area. Urban Areas and Towns and

s on the Moraine in York, in all other respects will implement and defer to the
Provincial Plan.

4.1.4 Revisions to Introductory Text and Sidebars

Secton 1. 4 Organizaton and Approach, of the Regional Official Plaa establishes which
parts of the Official Plan document are to be considered legally part of the Plan and which
parts are provided for informadon purposes or are nOn-Operatve.

Spedifically, the policies, definidons in iralics and the artached maps consdtute the Official
Plan for the Region of York. Tables, graphics and text located in the margins of che Plan as
well as introductory paragraphs in each section are illustragve and oot legally part of the
Plan. Changes to introductory paragraphs, as well as changes to sidebars and dingrams axe
proposed that do zot require an Amendment under the Planning Act. Policy 7.6.1 in the
Interpreration section conrains a similar policy.

Attachment 2 to this report provides a list of the locatons and wording of changes to these
introductory text and sidebars to acknowledge and cross-reference the Qak Ridges Morane
Plan Conservation Plan.

4.2 Next Steps

As indicated in the matrix provided to Planning Committee on September 4, 2002 and
Coundl on September 19, 2002, once Planning Commirree and Council receive the .
proposed Amendment, the document will be crculated to area municipa.}iucs, agencies,
boards and other stakeholders for their commeats and input, 2 public informauon program
will be commenced a5 follows:

Planning and Ecanomic Development Committee 3
October 2, 2002




Proposed Amandment 41 to the Official Plan for Regional Municipality of York - The Oak Ridges Maraine
Conservation Plan Amendment

7.

o Dublic Infoomation Sessions have been amanged in the Township of King on the
evening of October 16, 2002 at the King Ciry High School and the Town of
Whitchurch-Stouffville on the evening of October 24, 2002, ar Lacham Hail, Stouffnlle.
These meetings were advertsed the week of Seprember 23, 2002 in both local papers
and the Toronto Star. The Amendment has also been posted to the Region’s website
with a dedicared Email address provided for comments.

o Th.c Statutory meering required by the Planning As, will be arranged for an evening
during the ﬁ.rst wo weelss of November at the Regional Administrative Building. Notice
of this meeting will also be given in local newspapers and the Toronto Star.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Pzegmtion of the Proposed Amendment as well as the conduct of Public [nformaton
sessions has been accommodated through existng Plaoning and Development Services
budget allocations.

Addirional work required to fully implement the ORMCP, through such efforts as the
establishment of wellhead protection areas and furthex watershed planning activides will be
accommodated through exstdng budger allocadons as well as through the 2003 and
subsequent years budget deliberadons.

LOCAL MUNICIPAL IMPACT

The Cak Ridges Moraine Conservation Ad, 2001, requires area municipalides in York to adopt
amendments to their officiai plans and zoning by-laws by October 22, 2003, unless che
Minister has granted an extension, While many area municipalides in York have aiready
started the amendment process, proposed Ameadment 41 will establish a framework for the
drafting of local amendments. Regional staff has offeced co-ordinadon or assistance where
qeeded. The Town of East Gwillimbury, with financial and staff assistance from the Ministry
has started the preparaton of their official plan and zoning by-law amendments. This
process, with Regional staff participating on 1 Technical Advisory Commirtes will result in
model Official Plan and Zoning By-laws that may be used by other municipaliges.

CONCLUSIONS

The atrached draft of Proposed Amendment 41 to the Official Plan for the Regional
Municipality of York — The Oak Ridges Moraine Conservaton Plan Amendment has been
prepared foilowing the framework agreed to by the Province and the Planning
Commissioners of the three Regions of York, Peel and Durham. Regional suff have aiso
et with area municipalides and will continue to refine the proposed ameadmeat, based on
comments from the area municipalites, agencies (including the MMAK) and odher
stakeholders in the Regron. '

Ouce released for comment, a formal circulation of the Proposed Amendment will be
undertaken. Public information sessions o discuss the ORMCP and the Proposed
Amendment have beea scheduled. Area municipal planning staff have been asked
participate ac these meenngs.

Pranning and Economic Develgpment Committee
Cctober 2, 2002




Proposed Amendment 41 to the Gfficial Plan for Regional Municipaiity of York - The Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Plan Amendment

The Sttutory meeting required by the Planning At will be held on an evening during the frst
two weeks in November and advertsed widely.

This report has been reviewed by the Senior Management Group.

Prepared by:

. / . = ]
>G \)\) CLJLL-\\_
John B. Waller, M.C.L.P., R.P.P.
Director Long Range and Swategic Planning

Principal Planner

Recommended by: Approved forSubmission:
7
{ ‘ /
Ll S (& e
Bryan W. Tuckey, M.C.LLP, R.P.P. Michael R. Garrert
Commissioner of Planning and Chuef Administranve Officer

Development Services

02-09-19
Attachments: 1 - Proposed Amendment 41 to the Official Plan for the Regional Municipality
of York s
2 - Appendix 2 - Introductory Text Modificadons
B
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Planning and Economic Development Commities
Octaper 2, 2002
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT 41 TO THE OFFICIAL PLAN FOR THE REGION OF
YORK

PART A - THE PREAMBLE

1. Putpose of the Amendment:

The purpose of this amendment is to bring the Regional Official Plan into conformity with the

Oals Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan (Ontario Reguladon 140/02) as required by the Qak
Ridges Moraine Conservation Act, 2007.

2. Locaton:

This Amendment affects all lands located in the Regional Municipality of York which are subject
to the Ozk Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan as indicated on Figure 1 to this Amendment.

3. Basis;

Oa December 14, 2001 the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation At 2001 received Roval \sseat and
was deemed to have come into force on November 16, 2001, The legisladon provides for the
establishmeat of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservaton Plan by Regulacon. On Apet 22, 2002,

Ontario Reguladon 140/02 — the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservadon Plan, was filed and deemed
to come into effect on November 16, 2001.

Through the Oak Ridges Moratne Conservation Act, 2007 and the accompaaying Conservagon Plan,
the Province of Onraric has estblished a policy framework for protectng the OQak Ridges
Moraine. Municipal planning decisions are required to conform with the Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservaton Plan, which prevails over municipai offictal pians. :

The boundary of the Oak Ridges Moraine has been idenafied by the Province and is based on 2
gumber of topographical, geomorphological and geological atmributes.  This amendment
incorporates the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan boundary oneo all Maps in the Regional
Official Plan and incorporates a new Map 11- Oak Ridges Moraine Consezvaton Plan Land Use
Designations in the Regional Official Plan.

This amendment also changes existing ROP policies by including references to the Qak Ridges
Moraine Conservation Act and Plan.

Where the ORMCP provides definitions of terminology, these terms have been shown iralidsed
in this Plan, readers are directed to the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan for the
definitons.




PART B - THE AMENDMENT

All of the Amendment endded PART B - THE AMENDMENT, cousisting of the attached
Policy and Map changes consttures Amendment 41 to the Official Plan for the Region of York.

1. Section 2.1 -The Regional Greenlands System, Policy 2.1.11 is amended by the addidon of 2
new sentence as follows at the end of the clause:

“Mineral aggregate operations or wayside pits are permitted within those

portions of the Greenlands System designated as Natural Linkage Area on Map

11 - Oak Ridges Moraine Land Use Designanion to this Plan and are subject to

all applicable provisions of the Oak Ridges Moraine Couservaton Plan
(ORMCP).”

2. Secton 2.2 Land, is amended by the following:

a) Policy 2.2.11 is amended by the addition of the words “and &gy nasural beritage jeatires”

b) Policy 2.2.13, by the addidon of a new clause ) as follows:
“e) meets the intent of the ORMCP for those wetlands within the ORMCP

¥

area.

secttons:
“22.23 Significant Woodlands on the Oak Ridges Moraine have beea
identified by the Province of Outado and are shown on Map 2 to this
Plan. Development or site alteration within these features and within the
minimum vegetative protection vone surrounding these features is prohibired,
except where it meers the intent of the applicable provisions of the
Oak Ridges Moraine Coaservadon Plan.” '

d) By the addidon of 2 new Policy 2.2.28 as follows:
«2227 Within the Oak Ridges Moraine, applicadons for development or site
alteration proposed in a landform conservation area (category 1 and 2)
shall be accompanied by the appropsiate study as required by the
ORMCP. Planning, design and constuction practices for aay
development or site alteration permirted by the ORMCP are required to
satisfy the provisions of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservatoa Plaa.

4 Section 2.3, Water is amended by the addition of a aew Policy 2.3.19 as follows:
“33.19 Notwithstanding other policies of this secdon, in the Qak Ridges
Mormine Conservation Plan area, reference shall be made to Sectoa 2.5
of this Plan and all applicable provisions of the Oak Ridges Morzine
Conservation Plan (ORMCP). Where there is a conflict berween this
Plan and the applicable provisions of the ORMCP, the more restictive
of the policies shall prevail.”




4, Sectgon 2.5 — Oak Ridges Moraine, is delered in irs entrery to be replaced by the following:

2.5 Oak Ridges Moraine

The Oak Ridges Moraine is one of Ontario’s most signicant landforms. Located
north of and parallel to Lake Ontardo, the Morine in York region, divides the
watersheds draining south into Lake Ontado from those draining north into Lake
Simcoe. The Moraine shapes the present and future form and strucrure of the Grearer

Toronto Region and its ecological and hydrological features and funcdons are cogeal to
the region’s contnuing health,

Through the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act, 2001 and the accompanying Oak
Ridges Moraine Conservadon Plaa (ORMCP), the Province has established the directon
for protecung the Oak Ridges Moraine’s ecological and hydrological fearures and
funcdons. The boundary of the ORMCP is shown on all Maps to this Regtonal Plan.
Moraine Land Use designadons within the Qak Ridges Moraine are shown on Map 11.

Municipal official plans and zoning bylaws must conform with the ORMCP. Council
of the Regional Municipality of York and its area municipalides are commirted to the
implementation of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservadon Plun. The major provisions of
the ORMCP relevant at the Regional level have been incorporated into this secdon of
the Regional Official Plan, however, these policies must be read in conjunctdon with the
detailed provisions of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservaton Plan.

Objective

To protect the unique ecoicgical and hydrological features and
functions of the Oak Ridges Moraine in perpetuity.

It is the policy of Council:
1. To recognize the boundary and land use desigmadons shown on Map i1 as the
ORMCP area.

2. That applications for deelgpment or site alteration within the ORMCP area will only be
considered where they comply with the ORMCP and the following ORMCP land
use designations and permitted uses:

a) Natural Core Areas are areas with a high concentraton of &gy nataral
beritage f2atures, hydrologically sensivive features, and/ ot landform conservation Jreas
and are critical to maintaining and improving the integrity of the Morame
as 2 whole. :

Existing uses are permitted. New permirted uses are very limited and
must be related to conservadon and resource management, low intensity
recreaton, or agriculture subject to other provisions of the ORMCP.




b) Natural Linkage Areas are areas forming part of a cenrral corndor
system that support or have the potendal to support movement of plasrs

and animals berween the Natural Core Areas, nver valleys and sweam
corridors.

Existog uses are permitted. Limited new uses are permitted consistent
with those permitted in the Natural Core Area designadon as well as
aggregate and wayside pits subject to the provisiom} of the ORMCP.

¢) Countryside Areas are areas of existng rural land uses including
agriculture, recreation, Rural Serdements, mineral aggregate operadons,

patrk and open space. Small scale indusmial, cornmercial, and insdrunonal
uses shall be directed to Rural Sertlements.

Rural Sertlements within the Countryside Area are generally depicted on
Map 11, and are intended to provide opporru.nit:ies for minor residennal
infill and smali-scale industdal, commercial and imsdrudonal uses in
accordance with local official plans. The boundary of Rural Serdements
may be further refined in area municipal official plans, however, the scale
of these rurai sertlements shall reflect the intent of the ORMCP.

d) Utban Areas and Towns and Villages on the Moraine are intended to
focus and contain urban growth. These areas pemmir a range of
residential, commercial, industral, and instrutional uses.

The ORMCP designation of Setdement Areas on the Moraine n York
includes Urban Areas (Aurora, Newmarket, Vaughan and Richmond
Hill) and Towns and Villages (King City, Nobleron, Mt Alberr, and
Stouffville). In these areas, existing Regional policies and mumnicipal
official plans shall guide development subject to the applicable provisions
of the ORMCP.

In the Town of Richmond Hill, the ORMCP provides for the desigaadon
of an urban area on the west side of Leslie Screet, berween Stouffville
Road and Bethesda Road. Development of this area shall not be
permitted untl the community building and servidng policies of section
5.2 of the Regional Official Plan have been sadsfied and the provisions
of the ORMCP have been satsfied.

3. Transportaton, infrastructure and ualides are permitred in all Oak Ridges Moraine
Land Use designadons, providing the need has been demounstrated and there is 00
reasonable alternative to the undertaking as idendfied through an Environmental
Assessment process under the Environmental Assessment Act.

4. Devtlgpment or site alteration are prohibited within ey natural features zu_ld /gyz{m[?gica{l r
sensitive featwres on the ORM as shown on Map 2 as well as idendfied within the
ORMCP ot within the minimum vegetation profection Jone swrounding such features.




Groundwater Protection

Protecton of our water resources is imperarive to easure the health of our
residents and the maintenance of our ecosystem, The ORMCP requires comprehensive
watershed planning, the establishment of wellhead protecion areas and the
consideration of the potendal for the shallow aquifer to be impacted from land uses

Watershed plans are documents, which inventory aquatic life and aquatc resources
within a particular watershed. These plans then assist in the managemenc of land/water
interactions and recommend how water resources are to be protected and enhanced in

relation to changing land uses to assist in land use planning decisions.

Wsllhead Protection areas are zones around wells where land uses must be carefully
planned to protect the quality of the water supply. In these areas, it may be necessary to
restrict or even prohibit certain land uses from locating due to cheir potenal to impact

groundwater. These restrictions will be identified in municipal official plans and the uses
restricted through zoning by-laws.

Aguifer sulnerability refers to the shallow groundwater aquifer’s suscepability to
contamination from both human and narural sources. Maps idenrifying the locadon of
areas of aquifer vulnerability are filed ar Ministry of Narural Resources offices. These

maps shall be consulted in derermining whether the Aquifer Vulnerability provisions of
the ORMCP apply to specific development applicadons.

Itis the policy of Councik:

5. To prepace and implement watershed pians, in consultation with area municipalides
and the Conservadon Authorides, including water budgers and water conservadon
plans to meet the requirements of the ORMCP for watersheds having sweams
otginatng on the Moraine.

6. To undertake studies and modeling to derermine the locatdon and extent of welhead
prosection areas on the Oak Ridges Moraine for all municipal wells based on the ttne
estimated for a contaminant to tavel from irs point of origin to the well

7. To identify and incorporate weilbead protection area mapping and policies for lands on
the Qak Ridges Moraine into this Plan and area municipal official plans and zoning
by-laws, in consultation with area municipaliges.

8. To restrict or prohibit the establishment of land uses which involve the storage or
manufacture of pemoleum based fuels or solvents, pesdcides, herbicides, or
chlorinated solvents inorganic chemicals, road salt or severely toxic chemuicals
identified by either Provincial or Federal Statute or Regulation in weltbead protection
areas and in areas of high groundwater vwinerability

9. To invesdgate the need and potental for undertaking nsk management planning
including spills response, conmaminant recovery and aquifer rehabiliabon plans




where land uses involving the storage of potential contaminants in idendfied wellbead
protection areas.

10. To work with the agricultural communiry in establishing approprate autrent
management planning for farming operations within wellhead protection areas o ensure
that animal manure or agrcultural operagons or the storage of agricultural
equipment does not impact the aquifer.

Implementation

11. That where policies in this secdon of the Plan conrain temms that are defined in the

ORMCP, these temms are italicized. The ORMCP shall be consulted for the specific
definiton.

12, That nothing in this plan prevenrs an area municipality from being more restrictve
in either its official plans or zoning by-laws, except as limited by the ORMCP.

13. That area municipalides shall be supported in adopdng innovadve approacies to
assist in implementng the ORMCP, including but not limited to the use of
development penmit or zoning systems.

14, That the Region will work with area municipalides, the Province and stakeholders in
preparing guidelines to assist in understanding and implementing the ORMCP.

5. Section 7 - Implementaton, is amended as follows:
1) Section 7.+ Monirocng , Plan Review and Updating, is amended by the addidon of
the following new policy 7.4.6:
“That within the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan area the Regton shall:
a) In partnership with the Province and other smakeholders, undermke the
development and administaton of effectve and accessible ; dama
management systems for natural hedtage and groundwater informaron.

b) Work with the Province and other sukeholders to develop a sedes of
ptograms o monitor the long-term health of the Moraine and to assist in

public education respecting the Oak Ridges Moraine”

b) Section 7.6 Interpreration, Policy 7.6.3 is amended by the addition of the following at
the end of the Policy:
“ except in the case of the Boundary of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservadon Plaa.
In this case, the boundary may oaly be clarified through refezence 0 the applicable
Ontario Reguladon.”

¢) Section 7.7 Amendments to the Plag, is amended by the addirion of a gew Policy
7.7.2 as follows:

«772  That no amendments to land use designations will be ;onsidered within the
Oak Ridges Moraine Conservanon Plag area of the Region of York undl
Apnl 22, 2012, excepe as provided for i the ORMCP and the Oak Ridges

7




Moraine Conservation Act, 2001, however, in no case will amendments be
considered which would have the effect of removing lands from the
Narural Core Azea and the Natural Linkage Area designations.”

. Maps 2 through 10 of the Regional Plan are hereby amended by the addidon of the Qak
Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan boundary as defined by QOnrario Regulaton 2, with the
area within the boundary on Maps 2, 3 and 5 through 10, shown as 2 screened tone, and by
the additon of the following to the legend of each Map:

“Qak Ridges Moraine Conservaton Plan area — lands within the boundary
of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservadon Plan, as depicted on this Map
and more particularly defined through Ontario Reguladon are subject to
the policies of Secton 2.5 of this Plan and the applicable provisions of the
Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan.”

. ‘That Map 2- Significant Natural Fearures and Map 3 Forest Resources will be amended by
. the idendfication of key natural heritage features including the following, idenrified wedands on

the Moraine, significant woodlands, Life Science ANSIs, Fish Habitar, when provided by the
Miniszry of Natural Resources.

. The Official Plan for the Regional Municipality of York is also amended by the addidon of a
new “Map 11 — Oak Ridges Moraine Land Use Designatons”, with idendficanon of the land
use designations in the legend of the Map in accordance with the Oak Ridges Morane
Conservadon Plan, save and except the term “Settlement Area” which shall be replaced by
term “Utban Area” or “Towns and Villages” in accordance with the approved hierarchy of
sertlements shown on Map 35 — Regional Structure of the Regional Official Plaa.
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Introductory Text and Sidebars Attachment 2
Counci Report Attachment

Introductory Text Modifications




Introductory Text and Sidebars Arttachment 2
Council Report Atrachment

1) Section 1.4 Organizadon and Approach, is modified by the addition of a Gth paragraph

as follows: :

“In 2002 the Province of Onrado filed The Qak Ridges Moraine Conservadon Plan,
an ecologically based land use plan which provides for very limited new uses ourside
of existing Urban Areas and Towns and Villages on the Moraine. Where
development is permirted, the ORMCP requires that development and site alteration
meet tests contained in the Moraine Plan to ensure minimal impact to the land and
surface and groundwater regimes. The main Regional Plan policies associated with
the Oak Ridges Moraine are found in Section 2.5 of the Plan, however all policies
should be read i conjunction with the applicable ORMCP provisions.”

2) Section 2.1 The Regional Greenlands System, is modified by the addidon of the

following words at the end of sentence 2, paragraph 2 of the preamble;”,...and
includes the Oak Ridges Moraine Narural Core Area designation.”

3) Section 2.2 Land, is amended by the following:

2) The preamble to Environmental Policy Areas is amended by the addigon of a
fifth paragraph as follows:

“For lands within the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservadon Plan area, the Province has

- identified or provided criteria to assist in idendfving Key Nasural Heritage Fatures
(KINHE). The following KNHF on the Moraine are shown on Map 2 — Significant
Natural Fearures: Life Science ANSI’s, Wetlands, Significant Woodlands.”

b) That the preamble to the Landform Conservation Policies of the Plan is modified by
the addition of new paragraphs 3 and 4 as follows: ‘
“ Within the Oak Ridges Moraine there are areas of steep slopes and rolling
topography that must be protected not only because they represent the defining
elements of the Moraine, but because they contribute to ecological integrity and
hydrologic function of this area. In these areas, mass grading, compacton of soils
and swipping of vegeradon is discouraged.

Maps ideanfying the locadon of Landform Conservaton Areas within the
- Moraine are filed at Miniswy of Natural Resources offices. These maps shall be
consulted in determining whether the Landform Conservation provisions of the
ORMCP apply to specific development applications.”




