
 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (WORKING SESSION) – JUNE 10, 2003 

REGISTERED RATEPAYERS/COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION POLICY 
 

Recommendation 

The City Clerk recommends: 
 
1) That the attached Registered Ratepayers/Community Association Policy (Attachment 1) 

replace the current policy; 
 
2) That Ratepayer Associations may choose one of the following options in order to comply 

with the requirement of providing proper public notification through their areas of 
representation: 

 
 OPTION 1 
 

a) The Ratepayer Association submit a written request to the City Clerk to publish 
the Annual General Meeting Notice in the Vaughan Citizen/Liberal “City Page”, 
and to post the Notice on the City’s website; 

 
b) That when, as may be the case with new subdivisions, the newspaper coverage 

does not reach the area of representation, the Clerk’s office will post the Notice 
on the City’s website only; and 

 
c) That the City Clerk’s office provide the Mayor and Members of Council a copy of 

the said notification. 
 
 OR 
 
 OPTION 2 
 
 The Ratepayer Associations be responsible for providing their Annual General Meeting 

Notice to all residents within their area of representation and that a copy of the 
notification be filed with the City Clerk’s office for distribution to the Mayor and Members 
of Council.  

 
3) That the City Clerk’s office send out the Registration/Application Form package to all 

Ratepayer Associations on or before January 15th and that the Ratepayer Associations 
return the completed forms to the office of the City Clerk on or before February 15th in 
order to be included in the Registry of Community & Ratepayer Associations for that year; 
and 

 
4) That this Policy be effective immediately for all new Ratepayer Associations registering 

and that for those Ratepayer Associations currently listed on the City of Vaughan’s 
Registry of Community and Ratepayer Associations for 2003, the Policy become effective 
January 1, 2004. 

Purpose 

Council, at its meeting of February 24, 2003, directed staff to revisit the current City of Vaughan 
policy that governs Ratepayers Associations and report to a future Committee of the Whole 
meeting with a proposed revision. 



 

 

Background - Analysis and Options 

In accordance with Council’s direction, attached is a revised Registered Ratepayers/Community 
Association Policy and Registration/Application Form package (Attachment 1).  Attachment 2 is 
the current Policy and Registration Form. 
 
Further, Council directed staff to provide a report regarding policies of area municipalities and 
address any legal issues on this matter. 
 

Area Municipalities Policies 
 

Several municipalities in the 905 area were contacted and the following responses were 
received: 

 
Town of Newmarket - register on an annual basis 
   - conduct an annual meeting at which Executive Officers 
    are elected 

- provide a list of the Executive Officers on an annual 
basis 

 
Town of Aurora  - register on an annual basis 
   - hold a general meeting at least every 12 months 

- be duly constituted by annually electing a formal 
executive team 

 
Town of Markham - register on an annual basis 
   - hold a general meeting at least once every 12 months 

- be duly constituted by annually electing a formal 
executive team 

 
City of Mississauga - register on an annual basis 
   - hold a regular meeting at which the board of directors is 
    elected from the general membership 
 
Legal Issues and Benefits of being recognized as a Registered 
Ratepayer/Community Association 

 
There are no legal issues with respect to this matter.  In response to the question that 
was raised at Committee as to whether the requirement to register with the City was 
legislated and provided for under the Municipal Act, this requirement is a City policy that 
provides for recognition as a registered Ratepayer/Community Association with the 
following benefits: 

 
1. Consultation and Notice of various issues within the boundaries being 

represented by the Ratepayers/Community Association (e.g. land use, traffic, 
parks, planning, etc.) 

 
2. Qualification as a Community Service Organization (C.S.O.) under the category 

“Ratepayers Association” with resulting services in kind opportunities. 
  

3. Ability to use City and Library public meeting rooms at the C.S.O. preferred rate. 
 

4. Deputation status before Council as an Association rather than an individual or 
group of individuals. 

 



 

 

5. Hard copies of Agendas/Minutes free of charge for pick up at a Library or 
Community Centre if a written request is received by the City Clerk. 

 
The following is an excerpt of Councillor Jackson’s recommendation of February 17, 2003 
(Attachment 3): 
 
 “That the revision to the current policy incorporates the following regulations: 

• All executives of Ratepayer Associations be required to sign off on registration 
forms, minutes of Annual General Meetings, and Minutes of Bi-Annual Election 
Meetings, 

• A list of Ratepayer Executive members be provided to the Clerk’s Department on 
an annual basis, 

• That Annual General Meetings be a requirement of registered Ratepayers 
Associations with proper public notification through their areas of representation 
and that these notifications be filed with the Clerk’s Department for distribution to 
the Mayor and Members of Council”. 

 
Councillor Jackson’s recommendations have been incorporated in the new Registered 
Ratepayers/Community Association Policy.  The following is a comparison of the provisions under 
the current Policy and the new Policy: 
 
 
 
CURRENT POLICY 
 

 
NEW POLICY 

 
Register on an annual basis. 

 
Register on an annual basis. 

 
Provide a copy of the organization’s 
membership list showing a minimum of twenty-
five (25) members in an urban area, ten (10) in 
a rural area. 

 
Provide a copy of the Association’s 
membership showing a minimum of twenty-five 
(25) members in an urban area and ten (10) in 
a rural area, including the names, addresses 
and signatures of the members. 

 
The confirmation of a bi-annual general 
meeting being held at which executive officers 
have been duly elected. 

 
Hold an Annual General Meeting at which the 
Executive Officers are duly elected and provide 
a list of the names, addresses and telephone 
numbers of the Executive Officers. 

 
No requirement in the current policy to provide 
minutes of meeting.   

 
Provide a signed copy of the Minutes of the 
Annual General Meeting held, state number of 
attendees and list names on a separate sheet. 

 
No requirement in the current policy for 
notification of Annual General Meetings. 

 
Provide proper public notification of Annual 
General Meetings through their areas of 
representation and that these notifications be 
filed with the Clerk’s Department for distribution 
to the Mayor and Members of Council. 

 



 

 

 
Notification of Annual General Meetings 
 
Notification of Annual General Meetings has been included in the new Policy as a requirement.  
Staff are proposing two options to address this requirement.  Should the Ratepayer Association 
choose Option 1, it would be the responsibility of the Ratepayer Association to ensure the Annual 
General Meeting notification is received in the office of the City Clerk in sufficient time to meet the 
Vaughan Citizen/Liberal “City Page” publication deadlines.  It should also be noted that when, as 
may be the case with new subdivisions, the newspaper coverage does not reach the area of 
representation, the Clerk’s office will post the Notice on the City’s website only. 
 
Changes made to the Registration/Application Form 
 
The following changes have been made to the Registration/Application Form: 
 
1) Confirmation that an Annual General Meeting has been held, the date of the meeting, the 

number of attendees and a list of attendees; and 
 
2) Signature of the President. 
 
 
When this matter was before Committee of the Whole on February 17, 2003, Mr. Paul DeBuono 
made a deputation and the following summarizes his comments: 
 

• City pay for advertising particulars of the annual general meeting.  City be responsible for 
sending out notification of annual general meeting. 

• City provide space for the annual general meeting. 
• Executive officers and members of the association must reside in the area. 
• Presidents (co-Presidents) not be permitted to serve for more than one term (the current 

policy provides for biennial meetings) unless no interest is expressed by another 
member. 

 
Attachment 4 are the comments received from the Ratepayers Associations in response to 
Councillor Jackson’s communication sent in February 2003 to all Ratepayer Associations 
requesting any comments, questions or suggestions regarding the Policy be forwarded to the 
Clerk’s Department. 
 
Copies of policies received from the Town of Aurora, Town of Markham, Town of Newmarket and 
City of Mississauga will be provided for the information of the Mayor and Members of Council 
under separate cover. 

Conclusion 

The revised Registered Ratepayers/Community Association Policy should facilitate in ensuring 
fair representation of all residents and up-to-date information in the City’s Registry of Community 
& Ratepayer Associations. 

Attachments 

Attachment 1 Revised Registered Ratepayers/Community Association Policy 
and Registration/Application Form package 

Attachment 2 Current Policy and Registration Form 
Attachment 3 Council Extract February 24, 2003, Item 1, CW Report No. 17 
Attachment 4 Comments from the Ratepayers Associations 



 

 

Report prepared by: 

John D. Leach, City Clerk 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 
John D. Leach 
City Clerk 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


