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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE SEPTEMBER 2, 2003 

NOISE CONCERNS 
QUEEN ISABELLA CRESCENT 

Recommendation 

The Commissioner of Engineering and Public Works recommends: 
 
That this report be received for information purposes. 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to respond to Council’s direction of October 28, 2002 regarding Mr. 
Mike Kuyumjia’s and Ms. Cathy Macieri’s concerns with the sound barrier constructed along the 
east side of Highway 400. 

Background - Analysis and Options 

At the Committee of the Whole meeting of October 21, 2002, Mr. Mike Kuyumija and Ms. Cathy 
Macieri expressed concerns on the effectiveness of the sound barrier constructed in this 
community adjacent to Highway 400.  Staff were directed to review the matter and report back to 
a future Committee of the Whole meeting. 
 
Staff instructed the Developer that constructed the noise barrier, Venturon Developments Inc., to 
conduct an on-site noise measurement in the affected area and to provide the City with a report 
regarding the effectiveness of the noise barrier.  It should be noted that the residents who 
appeared at Council live in the adjacent development to the south developed by Alsi 
Developments Limited. 
 
Jade Acoustics conducted the sound measurements from 3:00 p.m. on Thursday May 22, 2003 
until just after noon on Friday May 23, 2003.  The sound measurements were terminated on 
Friday because the forecast called for rain all weekend and the meters had to be retrieved.  
Although the meters were installed on lots in the Venturon plan to the north, the exposure to the 
noise from Highway 400 is similar to that of the homes on Queen Isabella Crescent. 
 
The Ministry of the Environment guidelines for traffic noise use a 16 hourly daytime period (from 7 
a.m. to 11 p.m.) to assess noise in outdoor amenity areas.  This is the most critical time for noise 
impact on outdoor use in residential developments. The sound levels were recorded on an hourly 
basis and then combined logarithmically to obtain the 16 hour daytime average.  The resultant 16 
daytime average ranges from 55dBA to 57 dBA.  As such it meets the requirement of not 
exceeding 60 dBA in accordance with the Ministry’s and the City’s policies.  The Consultant’s 
noise report is reproduced in Attachment No. 2. 
 
It should be noted that sound barriers are provided in residential subdivisions to attenuate noise 
levels in outdoor amenity areas.  Generally this means the residential backyards are protected.  
The guideline level of 60 dBA was established as an acceptable level of sound that would not 
unduly interfere with normal conversation.  The guideline level does not mean that sounds, in this 
case vehicular traffic noise from Highway 400, will not be heard.  The noise barrier will reduce the 
sound levels in backyards to levels deemed acceptable by the regulatory agencies. 
 
In recognition of the fact that residents may experience some interference with their activities, the 
following warning clause was included in all Offers of Purchase and Sale or Lease for all lots in 
the development in which Queen Isabella Crescent is located: 
 



 

O:\Directory Structure\2003\Draft\holdcw\0902CW\Noise Concerns Isabella Crescent-attach.doc 

“Purchasers and/or tenants are advised that despite the inclusion of noise control 
attenuation features within the development area, and within the individual 
building units, road noise levels which includes Highway No.400 will continue to 
increase, occasionally interfering with some activities of the dwelling occupants.” 

In addition, the homes on the north side of Queen Isabella Crescent were provided with central 
air conditioning so that the windows could remain closed thereby reducing indoor noise levels.  
The appropriate warning clause was attached to these units. 

Conclusion 

The noise measurement report was submitted to the City on June 23, 2003.  After a 
comprehensive review of the report, staff were satisfied and concurred with Jade Acoustics that 
the results of the noise measurements were within the approved limits as set out by the MOE 
Guidelines. 

Attachments 

1. Location Map 
2. On-site noise measurement report 

Report prepared by 

Seam Goh, Senior Engineering Assistant, ext 8731 
Anthony C.K. Ching, Development Engineer, ext 8711 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Bill Robinson, P. Eng. 
Commissioner of Engineering and Public Works 
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