
 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE, SEPTEMBER 15, 2003  

OUTDOOR EDUCATION CENTRE/VAUGHAN NATURE CAMPS  

Recommendation 

The Commissioner of Community Services respectfully requests direction on this matter. 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to obtain Council direction on the proposed Outdoor Education 
Centre in partnership with York Region District School Board. 

Background - Analysis and Options 

On June 23, 2003 Council deferred the item regarding the proposed Outdoor Education Centre, 
in order for staff to explore potential partnership opportunities. The item is attached as Appendix 
A. 

The York District Board has approved the project, subject to receiving approval by Vaughan 
Council.  They are anxious to obtain an answer from Vaughan, as to whether this project will be 
proceeding at this time.  From Vaughan’s perspective, it would be beneficial to undertake the 
renovations in the winter of 2004, in order for the building to be ready for use by the Nature Camp 
programs in the summer. 

Staff have not, as yet, had an opportunity to explore additional partnership opportunities, in 
particular with the private sector. There are many options for partnering on the Maple Nature 
Reserve lands.  Some examples would be trail development, public education programs, 
arboretum development, etc.  These opportunities would not interfere with the proposed Outdoor 
Education Centre, and in fact the renovated facility could be used on evenings and weekends for 
community education, meetings and so on.  
 
If Council wishes this project to proceed, the staff recommendations of June 23rd, 2003 should be 
approved; or alternatively the City could undertake the capital renovations and then permit the 
space to the Boards of Education. 

Conclusion 

Council direction is required, the York Region Board has requested a formal response. 

Attachments 

1. Outdoor Education Centre/Vaughan Nature Camps - June 23rd, 2003. 

Report prepared by: 

G. Doris Haas 
Commissioner, Community Services 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
G. Doris Haas 
Commissioner of Community Services 
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