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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE - MARCH 22, 2004

ESTABLISHING SPEED LIMITS  
PROPOSED REGIONAL POLICY

 (Referred from the Council meeting of March 8, 2004) 

Recommendation

The Commissioner of Engineering and Public Works recommends: 

1. That the Region of York be advised that the City of Vaughan concurs with the Regional 
Municipality of York’s Speed Limit Policy as set out in Clause No. 3 in Report No. 2 of the 
Regional Transportation and Works Committee report considered by Regional Council at 
its meeting on February 19, 2004 in order to establish speed limits on the Regional Road 
system; and 

2. That the Engineering Department undertake a review and establish a City policy to 
provide consistent guidelines for determining appropriate speed limits for the public 
highway network within the City of Vaughan.  

Purpose

At its meeting on March 8, 2004 Council referred this matter to the Committee of the Whole 
meeting of March 22, 2004.  (Refer to Attachment No. 2) 

The Council of the Regional Municipality of York, at its meeting held on February 19, 2004 
referred the attached Regional Transportation and Works Committee Report regarding a 
proposed Regional policy to establish speed limits along the Regional road system back to their 
Committee for consideration at its April 7, 2004 meeting.  Regional Council requested that it be 
forwarded to the local municipalities for their comments prior to consideration by their Committee. 

Background - Analysis and Options

The Region of York undertook a review, through an independent Consultant, of their current 
process for establishing speed limits along their Regional road network.  As a result, a Regional 
Policy Establishing Speed Limits on Regional Roads was created in order to provide a warrant 
criteria and process for the establishment of posted speed limits on their road systems.  The 
policy addresses the criteria used on Regional facilities which are typically arterial roadways in 
both urban and rural settings with various adjacent land use, traffic and physical features. 

The highlights of the report and policy discusses the following basic elements: 

1. The base traffic conditions for establishing a speed limit;  

2. The criterion used for establishing the speed limit on a multi-purpose road; 

3. The criteria used for establishing the minimum length of a speed zone within both urban 
and rural areas; and 

4. The requirements used for changing a speed limit in a school area. 

Base conditions

As a base condition, speed limits on York Regional roads are between 50km/h and 80km/h.  The 
Region’s proposed speed limit warrant considers the 85

th
 percentile speed of free flowing traffic 
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along the roadway.  This method of setting the speed limit is the most popular method adopted by 
North American road authorities.  

Multi Purpose Roads

The speed limit criteria on multi-purpose roads having a high combination of vehicular and 
pedestrian volumes are proposed to be established using an 8-hour vehicular and pedestrian 
volume nomograph.  As well, urban roadways with a driveway density of thirteen driveways or 
more, on one side of the roadway, will be considered for a speed limit lower than the 85

th 

percentile speed. 

Length of Speed Zones

Consideration for the minimum length of speed zones is given to both rural and urban areas.  The 
policy establishes the minimum length of a speed zone to be as follows: 

• In rural areas, preferably 2 kilometres with a minimum of 1 kilometre. 

• In urban areas, preferably 1 kilometre with a minimum of 500 metres. 

School Areas

Of particular concern that needed to be addressed by the Region’s Speed Limit Policy is the 
reduction of speed limits in school areas.  In order to establish a reduced speed limit within a 
school area on a Regional Road the following criteria need to be met: 

• Requests for a change in a school area shall be made by the school Principal or the 
School Board. 

• To be eligible, the road must be contiguous to a school and have a minimum of 200 
students. 

• If the collision record indicates that the safety performance of the road is worse than 
expected/predicted and alternative counter-measures have not been effective in 
improving the safety performance, a reduced school zone speed limit shall be 
considered. 

• Qualifying schools shall be ranked/prioritized based upon potential conflicts and safety of 
pedestrians using peak hour pedestrian and volume information. 

• If a school zone speed limit is warranted, it shall only be in effect during the times of the 
day that students are walking to and from school, as prescribed by Municipal Bylaw. 

• A school zone speed limit may be up to 20km/h lower than the speed limit on the 
adjacent road sections. 

Engineering staff have reviewed the Region’s new Policy on Establishing Speed Limits on 
Regional Roads and concur with their proposed criteria and procedures.  The City of Vaughan 
also routinely undertakes investigations into the need for revised speed limits on the City road 
network. These requests are often generated through the general public, ratepayer associations 
or school board officials.  The need for a City policy in establishing a safe, consistent and 
technically sound method of determining an appropriate speed limit is required.  Therefore, the 
Commissioner of Engineering and Public Works is recommending that the City undertake a 
review and develop a policy for establishing speed limits within its public highway system. 
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Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2007

This review of the Region’s Policy on Establishing Speed Limits is consistent with Vaughan Vision 
2007 as to identify and implement innovative traffic management methodologies in order to 
improve general traffic safety (1.1.3). 

This report is consistent with the priorities previously set by Council and the necessary resources 
have been allocated and approved. 

Conclusion

Upon review of the Regional Municipality of York’s Policy for Establishing Speed Limits on 
Regional Roads staff concur with the criteria and procedure for setting speed limits on Regional 
roads as outlined in the attached Regional Transportation and Works Committee report.  As the 
City often receives requests for revising speed limits on City roads, there is a need for a credible, 
technically sound and consistent method of determining an appropriate speed limit on City roads.  
It would be appropriate for the City to establish its own set of criteria and procedures through a 
policy for setting speed limits on its own road network. 

Attachments

1. Regional Report No. 2 of the Transportation and Works Committee 
2. Extract from Council meeting of March 8, 2004, Report No. 25, Item No. 26 

Report prepared by:

Michael Won, Director of Development/Transportation Engineering, ext. 8255 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Robinson, P. Eng.     Michael Won, P. Eng. 
Commissioner of Engineering and Public Works  Director of Development/Transportation 

Engineering 

MW/fc 
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