
 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – JUNE 7, 2004 

REGISTERED RATEPAYER/COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION POLICY 

Recommendation 

The City Clerk recommends: 
 
That the attached revised Ratepayer/Community Associations Policy (Attachment 1) be 
approved. 

Purpose 

The Special Committee of the Whole on March 29, 2004 directed, “That this matter be referred to 
a future Committee of the Whole meeting for staff to bring forward a further report incorporating 
the comments of the Ratepayer Associations” (Attachments 2 & 2A). 
 

Background - Analysis and Options 

The current Policy with Respect to the Recognition of Ratepayers Associations within the City of 
Vaughan is attached for your information (Attachment 3).  
 
The following is an excerpt of Councillor Jackson’s recommendation of February 17, 2003 
(Attachment 4): 
 
 “That the revision to the current policy incorporates the following regulations: 

• All executives of Ratepayer Associations be required to sign off on registration 
forms, minutes of Annual General Meetings, and Minutes of Bi-Annual Election 
Meetings, 

• A list of Ratepayer Executive members be provided to the Clerk’s Department on 
an annual basis, 

• That Annual General Meetings be a requirement of registered Ratepayers 
Associations with proper public notification through their areas of representation 
and that these notifications be filed with the Clerk’s Department for distribution to 
the Mayor and Members of Council”. 

 
At the Special Committee of the Whole meeting on March 29, 2004, representatives from several 
Ratepayer Associations made deputations.  Below is a summary of the key points raised: 

 
• Elections of Executive Officers should be held a minimum of once every three years not 

annually. 
• Use of a City facility or school within the Association’s respective boundaries should be 

provided at no cost to the Association. 
• The City should pay the insurance for General Meetings held in City facilities. 
• Minutes submitted to the City should only include information regarding the Election of 

Officers. 
• That it not be mandatory for minutes of General Meetings to include the number of 

attendees and a list of their names. 
• That only upon initial formation of the Association should a list be provided with names 

and addresses but not signatures. 
• Invitations to Members of Council to attend Ratepayer Association meetings should be at 

the discretion of the Association. 
• Costs relating to the incorporation of Ratepayer Associations should be paid by the City. 



 

 

• Notification regarding changes to Executive Officers and/or contact information should 
not be “immediately” provided to the Clerk’s Department but should be provided “within 
60 days”. 

• New Associations forming within the boundaries of an existing Association should not be 
recognized. 

• Notification of General Meetings should be in accordance with the respective 
Association’s Constitution. 

• Funding should be provided to Ratepayer Associations. 
 

COVRA’s position is outlined in their letter dated January 26, 2004 (Attachment 5).  It should be 
noted that the following Ratepayer Associations support COVRA’s position (Attachment 6): 
 
 Woodbridge Core Ratepayers Association per Joanne Mauti 
 Weston Downs Ratepayers Association per Nadia Magarelli 
 Lakeview Estates Ratepayers Association per Jack Wortzman 
 Concord West Ratepayers Association per Cathy Ferlisi 
 Islington Woods Community Association per Anthony Greco 
 Maple Landing Ratepayers Association per Levant Tinaz 
 Belvedere Estates Ratepayers Association per Frances D’Aversa 
 West Woodbridge Ratepayers Association per Nick Pinto 
 Crestwood Springfarm Yorkhill Residents Association per Marilyn Richmond 
 Columbus Trail Residents Association per Diane Rembacz 
 Carrying Place Ratepayers Association per Tony Alati 

 
For the most part Staff can support COVRA’s recommendations and the suggestions of 
representatives from those Ratepayer Associations who appeared in deputation.  The following 
exceptions should, however, be noted: 
 
1) Staff are recommending signatures be provided on the initial membership list provided 

upon formation of the Association as this validates that those persons listed are in 
support of the formation of the Association. 

 
2) Staff are recommending that any change to the contact information be provided to the 

City Clerk as soon as possible.  This will ensure notices mailed by the City reach the right 
person/address. 

 
3) Staff are recommending a City facility be provided at no cost once every three years for 

the purpose of holding a General Meeting to elect Executive Officers. 
 
4) It had been requested that the City provide insurance coverage in respect of General 

Meetings being held in City buildings.  This is not necessary as the City’s liability 
insurance covers these facilities. 

 
5) Staff are not recommending funding be provided. 
 
6) Staff are not recommending notification of General Meetings for the purpose of electing 

Executive Officers be published at the City’s cost on the City Page and posted on the 
City’s website due to budget constraints and limited staff resources.  The ratepayer 
associations have indicated that such notification should be in accordance with the 
respective association’s Constitution and/or By-laws.  Staff are of the opinion that the 
onus for provision of notification to residents within the area of representation should be 
that of the respective ratepayer associations. 

 
At the April 19, 2004 Committee of the Whole meeting Councillor Carella introduced under “New 
Business” a proposed preamble to Ratepayers’ Associations (Attachment 7), some of which has 
been incorporated in the revised Registered Ratepayer/Community Associations Policy. 



 

 

Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2007 
 
This report is consistent with the priorities previously set by Council and the necessary resources 
have been allocated and approved. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Staff have incorporated the comments received at the Special Committee of the Whole meeting 
of March 29, 2004 and COVRA’s recommendations in the revised Ratepayer/Community 
Associations Policy.  The revised Policy will: 
 
1) Provide staff with clear guidelines in the administration of the Policy when processing 

registrations from new groups and existing ratepayer associations when registering 
annually, thereby ensuring that the ratepayer associations listed on the City’s Registry of 
Community & Ratepayer Associations are in good standing. 

 
2) Provide residents some form of protection from groups/individuals registering under the 

pretext of acting on behalf of the community when in fact they represent no one other 
than themselves. 

 
3) Allow ratepayer associations to operate in accordance with their respective Constitutions 

and/or By-laws. 
 
Attachments 
 
Attachment 1 – Revised Ratepayer / Community Associations Policy 
Attachment 2 – April 26, 2004 Council Extract, Item 1, Special CW Report No. 34 
Attachment 2A - Additional Information received at Special CW, March 29, 2004 
Attachment 3 - Current Ratepayer/Community Associations Policy 
Attachment 4 – February 24, 2003 Council Extract, Item 1, CW Report No. 17  
Attachment 5 – COVRA’s letter dated January 26, 2004 
Attachment 6 - COVRA’s letter dated March 29, 2004 
Attachment 7 – April 26, 2004 Council Extract, CW Report No. 37 
 
Report prepared by: 
 
Sybil Fernandes, Manager of Administrative Services/Deputy City Clerk, Ext.8628 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
John D. Leach 
City Clerk 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


