COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE - SEPTEMBER 20, 2004

SPRINGSIDE PARK — PROPOSED RENAMING

Recommendation

The Director of Recreation and Culture recommends:

THAT Springside Park be renamed to Brett J. Yerex Park in memory and recognition of
Mr. Brett J. Yerex’s commitment to the quality of life in Vaughan.

Purpose

The purpose of this report is to obtain Council approval to rename Springside Park in memory of
Mr. Brett J. Yerex.

Background - Analysis and Options

The City of Vaughan received correspondence from the Maple Landing Ratepayers Association
dated May 12, 2004 requesting that Springside Park be renamed in memory of Mr. Brett J. Yerex
(refer to Attachment 1).

The City of Vaughan’s Policy (No. 04.3.08) for Renaming City Parks, Open Spaces, Community
facilities and Other Municipal Buildings and Properties allows for name designation in honour of
individuals or groups providing the any of the following criteria is demonstrated:

3.3 Criteria/Guidelines for Names Honouring Individuals or Groups

“Names for consideration shall be those of distinguished persons, organizations,
corporations, foundations or the families:

1. where there has been a significant contribution to the quality of life, well-being of
the City of Vaughan and is consistent with Vaughan Vision; or,
2. to memorialize or otherwise recognize substantial gifts and significant donors,

individuals designed by donors, or individuals who have made exemplary or
meritorious contributions to the City of Vaughan; or,

3. where there is a strong historical or cultural connection to the City and has made
a major contribution to the historical or cultural preservation of the City; or,

4. where there is a strong contribution toward the environmental preservation,
conservation or enhancement of the City; or,

5. where there is a major contribution made to the acquisition, development or
conveyance of land or building, in question and/or its subsequent development;
or,

6. where there is a direct relationship or association that exists between the place or
former place of residence of the person or group and the facility/park/street to be
named.

The Department of Recreation and Culture supports the renaming of Springside Park in memory
of Mr. Brett J. Yerex for the considerable contribution to improving the quality of life and well
being to the residents of Vaughan. Over the years Mr. Yerex volunteered his time to numerous
community initiatives and was most recently involved as a member of the newly formed Vaughan
Accessibility Advisory Committee.



Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2007

This report is consistent with the priorities previously set by Council and the necessary resources
have been allocated and approved.

Conclusion

Staff recommend that Springside Park be renamed to Brett J. Yerex Park in memory and
recognition of Mr. Brett J. Yerex’s commitment to the quality of life in Vaughan.

Attachments
Attachment 1 — Maple Landing Ratepayers Association Correspondence

Report Prepared By

Diane LaPointe-Kay,
Director of Recreation and Culture, Ext. 8117

Respectfully submitted,

Diane LaPointe-Kay
Director of Recreation and Culture
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RECREATION AND CULTURE

Dear Mayor and Members of Council,
RE:  Proposal to remanie Sprinpsilde Park "Bren J. Yeren Park"

We thank you for honouring the memory of Brett Yerex, our friend and past president, of
o couneil meeting of Janoary 12th, 2004,

We respectfully ask Cowuncil 10 consider renaming Springsade Park located at the
southwest comer of Springside Road and Melville Avenue tn Maple, "Brett I, Yerex Park® in s
memory, We feel that this would be an sppropriate acknowledgement of Brett and his
cantributicns to the Maple commumity. This park hos tennis courts end tennis was one of his
favourite sports. He was involved in the planning of this park from the early stages.

The new name will better serve the commumity than the current tmpersonal name.
Children and adults alike visiting or passing by the park will ask "who is Brett Yerex?™", The
nnswer 1o this question I'm sure will motivate mamy to get involved in serving their community
and country.

Aag one of the founding members of the Maple Landing Ratepavers Association and o
past-president of same, he representad his commendty effoctively. He was instromental in

negatintions with developers in refining proposals o be more compatible with the existing
community including negotiations over matters before the OMB.

Brest has many accomplishments in public service. He was part of an advocacy grous
that took ther crusade to Citawa, An amendment to the Employment Insurance Act to include
compassionate leave benefits resulted as part of their misston. He served as Vice Chaitperson of
Yaoughon's Accessibility Advisory Committes. One of Brest's proudest moments was being

mwanded the Chueen's Golden Jubiles Medal {see hitp)Saww tke cp/mainpapesbyerek bim}) for
his many contributions to his commumity,

Al the end of this letier 18 8 statement of consent for the renamitng from Bredt's next of
kin, his wife Krys Yerex, whe was very moved by our arganization's gesture {o rename the pagk.

| thunk you for your consideration end hope that you wall honour Bretts memory by
homouTing our Teguest.



From hnp:/www.als.colals 5 Timth
ADVOCACY AWARD NAMED TO HONOUR BRETT J. YEREX

The Executive Committes of the Board of the ALS Society of Cannda {s plessed to
annousice that the Society's advocacy award will be named in honour of Brett J. Yerex, Brest
Yeres, who disd tn early January, was a deiving force in the ALS Society ndvocacy program ot
both the national mod provingind levels, He helped 1o shape the organization’s messages,
introduced the Society to people elected officials in his extensive network as well a3 participated
in every advocacy carnpaign, As a volunteer he traveled to Ottowa for an ALS Society Hill Day
and he was also involved in the provineial ALS Society advocacy project a Walk in the Park.

Brett also made significant contributions to fundraising for services and research through
the Crangeville Walk 10 D'Feet ALS and in raising public awsreness at every opportunity,

All of thess activities were carried ot with passion and burmnour. A hallmark of Breti's
generoas style was to give credit to others for achievemnents that he spearheaded,

The Executive's decision was mnnounced 1o Brett's fumily and friends by Susen Graham
Walleer, Director of Communications, Advocacy & Research Administration, ai a memorial
service on January 17th,

The Brett J. Yerex Advocacy Award will acknowledge n significant ndvocacy initinkive
that has sought to fmprove the quality of life of people affected by ALS. The ALS Society of
Canada recognition awards are given of the Society's Annual General Meeting in May.

Srncerely Yours,
Levmid Tim

Loy

President,

Maple Landing Retepayers Association
daytime phone: (905) 672-2101x1300
daytime cell: (416) 629-B947

evening phone: (205} B32-B087

I, Erystina Yerex, wile of the lnte Bretf ], Yerex, hereby give my consent 1o the renaming
of Springside Park in the village of Maple, City of Yaughan, to "Brett 1, Yerex Pack®.

&= 7

DATED this y of February, 2004



