
 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OCTOBER 4, 2004 

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE  
MAJOR MACKENZIE DRIVE, DUFFERIN STREET TO HILL STREET  

Recommendation 

The Commissioner of Engineering and Public Works recommends that: 
 

The Region of York be advised that the City of Vaughan concurs with the Region’s proposed 
temporary closure of Major Mackenzie Drive between Dufferin Street and Hill Street during the 
period of October 8 to 11, 2004 in order to expedite the completion of construction of the Major 
Mackenzie Drive/McNaughton Road intersection subject to conditions to be imposed by the 
Region of York. 

Purpose 

To respond to the request from the Region of York that the City of Vaughan provide confirmation 
of the City’s concurrence with the proposed temporary closure of a section of Major Mackenzie 
Drive over the Thanksgiving week-end. 

Background - Analysis and Options 

The construction of the extension of McNaughton Road from Keele Street east and south to 
Major Mackenzie Drive is currently underway.  That project includes the construction of a new 
intersection on Major Mackenzie Drive and a significant lowering of the existing profile of Major 
Mackenzie Drive.  The existing hill in the roadway will be cut down by about 1.8 metres at this 
location resulting in much improved roadway geometries and will provide for connection to the 
proposed primary road in Block 18 to the south.   
 
Work has been underway for some time and a temporary paved detour around the area to be 
lowered has been constructed.  Recently, the Contractor, Con-Strada Construction and the 
Consulting Engineer, Marshall Macklin Monaghan proposed to the Region that the affected 
section of Major Mackenzie Drive be temporarily closed to expedite the construction.  The Region 
has advised that they are prepared to allow the closure subject to conditions and following 
confirmation of the City of Vaughan’s concurrence.  The closure is proposed over Thanksgiving 
weekend from the evening of Friday, October 8 through October 11.  The road would be re-
opened and the detour in operation commencing for the morning peak traffic on Tuesday, 
October 12. 
 
The request from the Region and the rationale provided by the consulting engineer and the 
contractor are attached.  In essence, the weekend closure would shorten the construction time by 
two weeks and allow the reconstructed Major Mackenzie Drive to be back in service by 
November 30, 2004. 
 
The Region will require the contractor to notify Emergency services of the closure and to provide 
access through the construction area as required during the closure period.  Since Major 
Mackenzie Drive is the access route for York Central Hospital for Maple and areas to the west, it 
is appropriate to require the contractor to allow emergency vehicles through at all times without 
having to detour.  The matter has been discussed with Vaughan Fire and Rescue Services who 
have indicated that they can manage satisfactorily with the arrangement. 
 
The Region will also require that appropriate detour signs be posted and maintained during the 
closure. 
 
 



 

 

Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2007 
 
This report is consistent with Vaughan Vision so as to ensure that growth does not outpace the 
road network infrastructure (3.23) and, it supports regional and provincial initiatives on 
transportation infrastructure (3.2.4).  Additional City resources are not required. 

Conclusion 

Confirmation of concurrence with the proposed temporary closure is recommended since the 
construction period will be shortened and there will be less disruption to the motoring public 
during the busy week day periods.  The Region will require the contractor to provide expeditious 
passage for emergency vehicles through the construction area as required during the temporary 
closure. 

Attachments 

1.  Correspondence 

Report prepared by: 

Bill Robinson, P. Eng., 
Commissioner of Engineering and Public Works  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
Bill Robinson, P. Eng.,     
Commissioner of Engineering and Public Works   



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


