
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE - APRIL 4, 2005

PETITION AGAINST SIDEWALK INSTALLATION ON MEDITERRA DRIVE (VELLORE 
VILLAGE)

Recommendation

The Commissioner of Engineering and Public Works in consultation with the Director of 
Development Planning recommends: 

1. That the following report be received for information; 

2. That Council adopt this report as a policy that requires the builder/developer to include a 
note on the display plans in the sales offices advising potential new home purchasers of 
the most current Engineering Drawings incorporating all revisions, additions and 
deletions to the municipal services including sidewalks.  

Purpose

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with information regarding the current procedure 
that staff are following with respect to the Subdivision Agreement and any subsequent revisions, 
additions and/or deletions to the Engineering Drawings that are prepared in support of new 
developments. 

Background - Analysis and Options

Councillor Bernie DiVona, at the Council meeting of November 22, 2004, recommended: 

1. “That staff be requested to develop and implement a policy that all Construction Drawings 
used by the developer/ builder and/ or relied upon by buyers of homes as stipulated in 
the subdivision agreement be approved by the Director of Engineering Development 
Services. 

2. That staff be requested to develop and implement a policy that any/ all additions, 
changes, or deletions to the Construction Drawings be signed and retained by the City of 
Vaughan Engineering Department for review and examination by any resident and/ or 
department and this to constitute the “final approved” plan.  These drawings must include 
the location of all municipal services.  Where the location of municipal services has been 
excluded (e.g. location of mailboxes), that the drawings clearly reflect any/ all omissions. 

3. That the City of Vaughan Clerks Department, in consultation with Corporate 
Communications Department and Legal Department; prepare the necessary draft 
corporate policy, revision to the subdivision agreement, and/ or any other document 
normally provided to, or communicated to, any resident to implement these policy 
amendments.” 

With respect to the above Recommendations 1 and 2, there currently exists a procedure requiring 
the delineation of all municipal services, both aboveground and underground works (including the 
location of sidewalks), on the Engineering Drawings. The Engineering Drawings are approved 
and submitted for signing by the Director of Development/Transportation Engineering prior to 
building permits being issued.  These drawings constitute the final approved drawings for 
construction.  They are retained by the City of Vaughan Engineering Department for review and 
examination by any resident or potential home purchaser. 

Under the Planning Act, Builders or Developers are allowed to sell homes after a Plan of 
Subdivision is draft approved.  The City requires that locations of sidewalks shown on the Draft 



Plan of Subdivision.  It should be noted, however, that the locations of other municipal services 
such as streetlighting, utility pedestals, etc. are not determined at the time of draft plan approval. 

The procedure that is currently being followed in order to advise potential new home purchasers 
of certain proposed infrastructure within a subdivision was previously adopted by Council.  In 
accordance with Recommendation 1 of Item 3, Report No. 50, of the Committee of the Whole 
(Working Session), which was adopted by Council on June 23, 2003, all Residential Draft Plans 
of Subdivision are to clearly identify the location of any proposed sidewalks within the plan.  
(Refer to Attachment No. 1)   

A standard condition of approval in all plans of subdivision requires the developer to have 
displayed on the interior wall of the sales office, information approved by the City of Vaughan, 
prior to offering any units for sale, to be monitored periodically by the City.  No building permit 
shall be issued for a sales office or model home, or a residential unit until such information is 
approved by the City of Vaughan. 

• the Block Plan for the broader area, showing surrounding land uses, arterials/highways, 
railways and hydro lines etc.; 

• the location of street utilities, community mailboxes, entrance features, fencing and noise 
attenuation features, together with the sidewalk plan approved in conjunction with draft 
plan approval; 

• the location of parks, open space, stormwater management facilities and trails; 

• the location of institutional uses, including schools, places of worship, community 
facilities; 

• the location and type of commercial sites; and 

• colour-coded residential for singles, semis, multiples, and apartment units. 

On occasion, after Draft Plan approval, it may be necessary to adjust or change the locations of 
sidewalks (due to changes in the road network, re-lotting, etc.).  In these cases, any adjustments 
or changes to the locations of sidewalks are to be reflected on the Engineering Drawings and are 
to be approved by the Director of Development/Transportation Engineering.  In order to advise 
home purchasers of any changes in the location of the municipal services after Draft Plan 
approval, a provisional note on the display drawings in the sales offices, refers the potential home 
purchasers to the Engineering Department to review the most current servicing plans.  In 
addition, a note is also included advising purchasers to check with the builders’ engineering 
consultant on final details of sitings of utility and transit stop locations and for detailed grading 
information. 

Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2007

The recommendation is consistent with Vaughan Vision 2007 to review current customer service 
practice and implement enhanced and consistent customer service standards.  

This report is consistent with the priorities previously set by Council and the necessary resources 
have been allocated and approved. 

Conclusion

This report is intended to provide information regarding the procedures and policy that Staff are 
following with respect to the posting of plans within the sales offices.  These plans include the 



location of sidewalks, walkways, stormwater management ponds, future schools and parks, etc.  
The plans within the sales offices include a note to direct potential home purchasers to the City’s 
Engineering Department to review the most current Engineering Drawings showing the location of 
all municipal services, as well as, any revisions, additions and deletions to the municipal services 
including sidewalks. 

Attachments

1. Item 3, Report No. 50, of the Committee of the Whole (Working Session), which was adopted 
without amendment by the Council of the City of Vaughan on June 23, 2003 

Report prepared by:

Anthony C. K. Ching, Development Engineer, ext 8711 
Mirella Doyle, Acting Development Supervisor, Engineering Planning & Studies, ext 8729 
Sherif Samaan, Senior Engineering Assistant, ext 8731 
Htay Aung, Senior Engineering Assistant, ext 8264 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Robinson, P.Eng.     Michael Won, P.Eng. 
Commissioner of Engineering and   Director of Development/ 
Public Works      Transportation Engineering 




















