
 

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE  MAY 2, 2005 

DECRIMINALIZATION OF CANNABIS 

Recommendation 

Regional Councillor Frustaglio recommends: 
 
That the following resolution be endorsed: 
 
WHEREAS Health Canada has recognized that there are serious short-term and long-term health 
effects associated with cannabis use; and 
 
WHEREAS scientific literature has shown that regular cannabis smoking can cause lung irritation, 
respiratory damage and effects similar to those caused by tobacco use; and 
 
WHEREAS smoking cannabis exposes an individual to approximately 4000 chemicals, including 
many of the same carcinogens and mutagens found in tobacco smoke; and 
 
WHEREAS a single cigarette of cannabis may expose an individual to more particulates than 
tobacco due to the lack of filtration and patterns of inhalation; and 
 
WHEREAS the prevalence of cannabis use among youth in Ontario has steadily increased from 
10% in 1991 to 29% in 2003; and 
 
WHEREAS research has shown that two-thirds of Ontario students report that cannabis is easily 
attainable and only 25% strongly disapprove of trying cannabis; and 
 
WHEREAS the Ontario Drug and Alcohol Treatment Registry has indicated that cannabis is 
currently the number one substance that youth are seeking treatment for; and 
 
WHEREAS the World Health Organization has recognized that there is an increased risk of motor 
vehicle collisions among persons who drive when intoxicated by cannabis; and 
 
WHEREAS the Regional Municipality of York Police Services Board adopted the position that it 
opposes the decriminalization of marijuana in Canada; and 
 
WHEREAS healthy public policy related to cannabis use must aim to increase the health of 
Canadians by incorporating best practices in both prevention and harm reduction strategies; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Regional Municipality of York ask 
the Federal Government to be mindful of these health issues when considering federal legislation 
which results in the decriminalization of cannabis in Canada; 
 
AND FURTHERMORE that this resolution be distributed to the Federal Minister of Justice and 
Attorney General of Canada, the Federal Minister of Health, the Federal Minister of State for 
Public Health, the Provincial Minister of Health and Long-Term Care, the Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities, and local Members of Federal Parliament. 

 
Economic Impact 
 
N/A 
 
 
 



 

 

Purpose 

To provide for Council’s consideration a resolution adopted by Regional Council regarding the 
decriminalization of cannabis. 

Background - Analysis and Options 

At its meeting of April 21, 2005, Regional Council adopted the above-noted resolution.  It should 
be noted that York Region is asking the Federal Government to be mindful of these health issues 
when considering federal legislation respecting this matter.  

 
Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2007 
 
This report recommends a change from the priorities previously set by Council.  

Conclusion 

Council’s endorsement of this resolution is requested. 

Attachments 

Regional Council Extract. 

Report prepared by: 

Gloria Hardychuk, Assistant City Clerk, ext. 8637 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
 
Regional Councillor Joyce Frustaglio. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


