COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE — OCTOBER 11, 2005

JOINT/PERMANENT INVASIVE SPECIES TASK FORCE

Council, at its meeting of September 12, 2005, adopted the following:

The Committee of the Whole recommends that this matter be referred to the ALHB Task
Force for discussion.

Report of the Intergovernmental Relations Committee dated September 6, 2005

Recommendation

The Intergovernmental Relations Committee recommends:

That a joint permanent invasive species task force be established by the Province of Ontario and
the Government of Canada;

That local MPP’s and MP’s be notified of this request.

Economic Impact

Purpose

That the Province of Ontario and the Government of Canada take the necessary actions
immediately to address this eco system and send out proper notification to the local MPP’s and
MP’s.

Background - Analysis and Options

The City of Vaughan and many other municipalities across Ontario have had to address problems
with “invasive species” that are growing and threaten or harm our “eco systems, food supply,
human health, and built environments”.

In the City of Vaughan, one invasive species has been the Asian Long Horned Beetle. The
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has reported that, “in the past six years, an unchecked
population can explode and can exceed up to 50 billion.” There are known predators, no natural
enemies to Kill the invasive specie.

In the Chatham 80,000 ash trees are to be chopped to address the emerald ash borer invasion.

In Oakville, Ontario 5,000 ash trees have filled as a result of the Chestnut borer beetle.

In New York State to address and combat the growing threat a task force was established
seeking public comments and requested to prepare a recommendations to communicate, co-

ordinate and compensate for invasive species

Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2007

This report recommends a change from the priorities previously set by Council and the necessary
resources have not been allocated.



Conclusion

That the City of Vaughan and many other municipalities across Ontario receive the support to
address the problems with invasive species so that it does not threaten or harm our eco systems.

Attachments

Attachment 6- Hickory Beetles having feast
Attachment 7- News from the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation

Report prepared by:

Councillor Bernie Di Vona
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The bectle = which burmows into hickory trees and Lays epgs. damaging the
trunks’ inlerior structure - 18 especially roublesome because there's no
chemical licensed in Canada 1o combat it. said Crysel Lafrance. regional
pesticide specialist with the Environment Ministry .

In affected areas. between S0 and 90 per cent of hickorics have been destroved.
Eyre said.

An infestation in Oakridge has killed eight hickory trees on Dave Wighton's
tree-filled property and more in the surrounding arca.

“It's really going to change the dynamics of my neighbourhood.” Wighton said,
adding many hickorics in the arca arc close 10 a century old. "Onee the trecs get
it there's nothing to control it™

About 30 or 40 trees in Wighton's immediate ares have been destroved by the
inseat and will need 1o be chopped down. he said

“Generally the insocts are attacking the tree m such numbers that onee it's
infesied, it staris o die," Byre said. "The only option is removal *
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Because of the low numbers of hickories and the lack ol any real method of
combatting the pest. the recent infestations aren’l a big concern for the city,
MeGauley =nid,

“It's o natural forest enemy in this par of the world," ke said of the beoile,
“This is 2 way the forests chean themselves - the beetle goes afier trees thai are
weak and delining *

The hickory bark beetle usually shows up between bate May and August, but it
peak is m Jaly, Evre said.

Though there's no chemical product licensed 1o treal the pest, Evre sug pested
prevenive maintensnce - inchiding walsring. praning and fentilizing - as o
method of keeping unaffecied trees strong and bealihy. The less healthy the
tre¢, the more altractive it becomes for the beetle.

In terms of the insect spreading farther. Evre said it's possible. but will depend
on weather and tree health,

Recent periods of drought have left many trecs weak and suscoplible o
infiestation. but if wee health tmproves, the spread of the beetle could be stmyed.
be said. A very cold winter alse could show the beetle's sprend, he said,
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Rocent Releases

For more information: Michael Fraser, (518) 402-8000

Partners’ Program

sorvice Directory O TATE RELEASES DRAFT REPORT FROM INVASIVE
SPECIES TASK FORCE

Report Offers Analysis, Recommendations on How to
Combat Threats to Ecosystems

ALBANY, NY -- (07/28/2005; 1200)(EIS) — The New York
State Departments of Environmental Conservation (DEC) and
Agriculture and Markets are seeking public comment on the
Draft Report of the New York State Invasive Species Task
Force (ISTF) released today. The Draft Report describes
problems associated with invasive planls, animals and
pathogens, and discusses existing efforts by government,
conservation groups and industry. The Draft Report also
makes recommendations about how New York can more
effectively combat this growing and expensive threat.

Invasive species are non-native species that can harm our
ecosystems, food supply, human health, and "built
environments," such as gardens, landscaping, industry, and
infrastructure. Common invasive species found in New York
include: Zebra mussels, Eurasian watermilfoil, Asian Long-
horned Beetle, Swede Midge, Purple Loosestrife, Glant
Hogweed and Black Swallowwort,

As a threat to our biodiversity, invasive species have been
judged second only to habitat loss. Invasive species come
from all around the world and the rate of invasion is
increasing with the increase in international trade. Since the
Task Force began its work in 2004, at least six new species
have invaded New York.

hitp:/fwww.eisinc com/release/storieshNYSDEC 577 hitml TAA0/2005
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The Draft Report is available in full on the web at
www.dec.state .ny.us. For those without access to the web,
copies of the Draft Report can be obtained by calling DEC at
518-402-8924.

The Task Force is holding six public review sessions around
New York State on Tuesday, August 2, 2005, from 7 p.m. to 9
p.m. The public is encouraged to attend.

Capital District: NYS Dept. of Agriculture and Markets, Pride
of New York Room, 10 B Airline Drive, Albany

Hudson Valley: NYSDEC Headquarters, Meeting Room 3, 21
South Putt Corners Road, New Paltz

North Country: Adirondack Park Agency Headquarters, NYS
Route 86, Ray Brook

Central New York: Empire Expo Center (State Fairgrounds)
Martha Eddy Room, Syracuse

Western New York: Monroe County CCE, Education Center
Auditorium 249 Highland Avenue, Rochester

NYC - Long Island: Carriage House, Planting Fields
Arboretum Planting Fields Road, Oyster Bay

Comments on the ISFT Draft Report will be accepted through
September 14, 2005. All comments must be written. They can
be sent electronically to fwhabtat@gw.dec.state.ny.us ("ISTF
Report” in subject line) or mailed to New York State
Department of Environmental Conservation, 825 Broadway,
Albany, NY 12233-4756, Attn: ISTF Report.

A final report is due to the Governor and Legislature by
November 30, 2005,

The ISTF was signed into law by Governor Pataki in 2003.
The 17-member team is led jointly by DEC and Agriculture
and Markets. The ISTF first convened in 2004 and does
consult with the federal National Invasive Species Council.
Other members of the ISTF include:

New York State Department of Transportation New York

hetp:/iwww. eisine.com/release/storiesh/NY SDEC.S77 him! T/30/2005
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State Thruway Authority (and Canals Corporation) New York
State Museum (and Biodiversity Research Institute) New York
State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
New York State Depariment of State Adirondack Park Agency
New York Sea Grant Cornell University Invasive Plant Council
The Nature Conservancy (and Natural Heritage Program)
New York State Farm Bureau Empire State Marine Trades
Association New York State Nursery and Landscape
Association
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