
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE - SEPTEMBER 18, 2006 

NOTIFICATION OF MARIJUANA GROW OPERATIONS PROTOCOL 

Recommendation 

Local and Regional Councillor Linda D. Jackson recommends that City of Vaughan staff prepare 
a report for the first Committee of the Whole meeting following the 2006 election, exploring the 
following: 
 

• The impact on City of Vaughan as it relates to the remaining provisions of Bill 128, Law 
Enforcement and Forfeited Property Management Statute Law Amendment Act, 2005, 
passed by the Province of Ontario in August 2006, 

• The impact on City of Vaughan as it relates to the amended Municipal Act’s two new 
sections, 431.1 and 431.2, requiring a municipality to ensure that a building is inspected if 
the municipality is notified in writing by a police service that the building contained a 
marijuana grow operation, 

• The responsibilities of Vaughan Fire & Rescue Services as it relates to the above, 
• The municipality’s economic/financial responsibilities as it relates to the above,  
• The development of a process in which property owners are first required to obtain the 

necessary inspections and perform required mitigation measure before requesting a 
building inspector enter the premises, and 

• Draft a Notification of Marijuana Grow Operation Protocol Agreement Between York 
Region Police and City of Vaughan. 

 
Economic Impact 
 
Any financial benefits/responsibilities are to be outlined in staff’s report to Council at the first 
Committee of the Whole meeting following the 2006 election. 

Purpose 

To address the amendments and provisions of Bill 128 and the Municipal Act as outlined above 
as they relate to the City of Vaughan. 

Background - Analysis and Options 

The Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services (MCSCS) has previously stated that 
municipalities will not be compensated for their obligations under Bill 128.  However, they can be 
compensated as victims, but only where it is related to a specific fact scenario.  For example, if a 
building inspection is done on a grow operation and the Province forfeited that specific building, 
an argument can be made for compensation.  In other words, if the additional costs incurred by 
the municipality can be tied to the unlawful activity leading to the forfeiture, the municipality is free 
to make a documented claim.  Public bodies take compensation only after individual claims are 
satisfied. 
 
Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2007 
 
This report is consistent with the priorities previously set by Council. 



 
 
 

Attachments 

AMO communication dated September 14, 2006, No:06-012 
Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services, Policing Services Division, TEMPLATE, 
 Notification of Marijuana Grow Operation Protocol Agreement Between Police Services 
 and Municipalities 

Report prepared by: 

Mirella Compagno 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 
Linda D. Jackson 
Local and Regional Councillor 

 




















