
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE   MARCH 26, 2007 

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY TAX RELIEF FOR SENIORS 

Recommendation 

Regional Councillor Gino Rosati recommends the following Resolution: 
 
WHEREAS many seniors living in our communities have expressed concerns over property taxes 
for many years due to their limited ability to pay; and 
 
WHEREAS most seniors live on fixed incomes or very limited adjustments; and 
 
WHEREAS a large portion of property tax is not related to municipal service costs, primarily the 
Education and Social Service component; and 
 
WHEREAS seniors have already contributed immensely to the well being of our community; and 
 
WHEREAS seniors desire to live in the home they worked for or be able to afford to pay rent;  
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 
 
That the Provincial Government pass legislation to rebate the Education portion of residential 
property taxes, or a portion of the rental expenses for seniors, in a similar fashion to Bill 43 which 
was introduced on June 26, 2003, then refused; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  
 
That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario Dalton McGuinty, the 
Honourable Greg Sorbara, Minister of Finance, Mario G. Racco, M.P.P. (Thornhill), local 
Members of Provincial Parliament, Leader of the Progressive Conservative Party, John Tory, 
Leader of the New Democratic Party, Howard Hampton, the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario, the Regional Municipality of York, all Municipalities with a population over 50,000 in the 
Province of Ontario and all Seniors Groups in the City of Vaughan. 
 
Economic Impact: 
 
No economic impact to the City of Vaughan 
 
Communication Plan: 
 
As outlined 
 
Purpose: 
 
To provide support to our seniors, who are already petitioning the Provincial Government to enact 
the proposed legislation. 
 
Background - Analysis and Options: 
 
For many years now, our senior citizens have been complaining and asking for support in 
assisting them in easing the burden of their property taxes.  The proposed resolution will provide 
some relief to them if enacted.  The majority of these seniors have worked a life time to acquire a 
residential property and it would be an injustice to force a sale of such property due to taxes.  Our  
seniors have worked long and hard and deserve our admiration and support in any way we can. 
This type of relief is long overdue and it is now time to act. 



 
Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2007 
 
Section A  Serve our Citizens  
 
Section D-2 Develop Internal and External Collaborative Solutions – Develop internal  
     and external “people connections” to solve problems and improve service 
         delivery 
 
The above are consistent with this recommendation. 
 
Regional Implication 
 
Not Applicable 
 
Conclusion: 
 
This recommendation would provide much needed assistance to our seniors if implemented. 
 
Attachments: 
 
Canadian Snowbird Association highlighted on Bill 43  
Explanatory Notes - Bill 43. 
 
Report Prepared By: 
 
Regional Councillor Gino Rosati 
 
Respectfully submitted. 
 
 
 
 
Gino Rosati 
 








