
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE (WORKING SESSION) -  NOVEMBER 11, 2008 
 

WARD BOUNDARY REVIEW PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS AND REVIEW 
TIMETABLE 

Recommendation 

The City Clerk, in consultation with the Commissioner of Legal and Administrative Services/City 
Solicitor recommends: 
 
1) That Council endorse the Ward Boundary Review Public Consultation Process and 

Timetable set out in this report; 
 
2) That at the conclusion of public consultations, the City Clerk submit to the January 12, 

2009 meeting of Committee of the Whole (Working Session): 
 

i) a summary of comments received; and 
 
ii) options for five and six ward configurations, and options on such other feasible 

configurations brought forward during the public consultation process; and 
 
3) That the presentation of the City Clerk to Committee of the Whole (Working Session) be 

received. 
 

Economic Impact 
 

Expenses arising from this report will be accommodated from within existing budgets for printing 
and communications costs. 
 
Communications Plan 

 
The survey and public meeting elements of the Ward Boundary Review Public Consultation 
Process will include publication on the City Page, a web site, and distribution of materials and 
surveys.    

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to present for Council’s consideration the elements of the Ward 
Boundary Review Public Consultation Process, and the Ward Boundary Review timetable. 

Background - Analysis and Options 

At the September 9, 2008 meeting of Committee of the Whole (Working Session) the City Clerk 
presented the Ward Boundary Review Preliminary Report as well as options for 5, 6 and 7 ward 
systems.   The proposed ward boundary options were created using the following criteria: 
 
• The maintenance of distinct communities 
• Acknowledgement of natural or built boundaries between communities 
• Use of easily identifiable boundaries 
• No population variances greater than 15% based on the average populations between 

wards as of the date of the 2018 census 
• Accommodation of future growth 
 
The report was adopted without amendment by Council on September 22, 2008 (Item 1, Report 
No. 43 of the Committee of the Whole (Working Session). 



It was the view of the Committee that rather than engaging in public consultations on the basis of 
ward options already created, it would be preferable to assess the importance of the ward 
boundary criteria to the citizens of the City of Vaughan.  The Committee wanted to take an 
approach which ensured that the public consultation process was not prejudiced by the 
presentation of concrete options, at this time. 
 
Accordingly, the City Clerk was directed to report back on a proposed public consultation process 
which would identify the relative priority of principles that in the public’s view should guide the 
process by which the number and/or boundaries of wards are revised, with direction that the 
consultation process should include but not be limited to a public meeting. 
 
Public Consultation Elements and Timetable 
 
The City Clerk proposes that the public consultation process consist of the following elements, on 
the dates indicated: 
 
Approval of Public   November 24, 2008 
Consultation by Council 
(followed as soon as possible by a News Release, and issuance of the survey) 
 
Survey due date    January 15, 2009 
 
Report to Working Session/Council February 2, 2009/February 24, 2009 
on results of Survey, Public Consultations, 
and presentation of Ward Map options 
 
Public Meeting to consider Ward  March 9, 2009 
Map options 
 
Presentation of results of  March 31, 2009/April 14, 2009 
Public Meeting to Committee of  
the Whole / Council 
 
Survey 
 
A key component of the public consultation process will involve a survey (see draft attached as 
Attachment 1) which will be made available on-line and distributed as well through community 
centres and libraries. 
 
City Web Site 
 
Throughout the consultation period Ward Boundary information, including the survey and 
feedback opportunities, will be set out on the City of Vaughan web site.  Staff are investigating the 
possibility of a short video presentation to assist in conveying background information. 
 
February 2, 2009 Working Session 
 
At the February 2, 2009 meeting of Committee of the Whole (Working Session), ward map 
options taking into account the input received during the consultation process will be presented.  
The Committee will be asked to recommend to Council that the proposed ward boundary 
configuration options (for at least 5 and 6 ward configurations) be presented at a public meeting 
on March 9, 2009. 
 
 
 
 



March 9, 2009 Public Meeting 
 
At the March Public Meeting, to be held in the Council Chamber, a full presentation will be 
delivered on the various ward options, including their underlying rationale. 
 
Adoption of Ward Configuration 
 
Final adoption of the new ward boundaries will be made by by-law at the April 14, 2009 meeting 
of Council.  Pursuant to section 222 of the Municipal Act, 2001 as amended, any appeal of the by-
law is to be filed within 45 days of its enactment.  The by-law will come into force on January 1, 
2010 provided any outstanding appeals are resolved or withdrawn by that date.  In practical 
terms, the matter must be resolved well in advance of the election year in order to permit the City 
Clerk to conduct the work of drawing polling subdivisions and the complex planning required to 
conduct the election event.  Accordingly, adoption of the Ward Boundary by-law by June of 2009 
is essential. 
 
Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2020 
 
This report is consistent with the priorities set forth in Vaughan Vision 2020, particularly 
“Demonstrate Leadership and Promote Effective Governance.” 

 
Regional Implications 

Implementation of any measures modifying the number or manner in which Vaughan councillors 
are appointed to Regional Council will require the approval of that body.  

The election of representatives on York Region’s School Boards will be affected by 
reconfiguration of Vaughan wards. 

Conclusion 

The proposed ward boundary review consultation process provides for numerous opportunities 
for public input, including two public meetings.   A target of April 14, 2009 for completion of the 
review is reasonable in light of the possibility that the ward boundary review by-law may be 
appealed to the Ontario Municipal Board. 

Attachments 

Attachment 1 City of Vaughan Ward Boundary Review Questionnaire 

Report prepared by: 

Jeffrey A. Abrams 
City Clerk 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

---------------------------------   
Jeffrey A. Abrams 
City Clerk 
































