
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE - SEPTEMBER 15, 2008 

STATUS REPORT ON THE ARTS & CULTURE  
IN CITY- OWNED HERITAGE BUILDINGS PROGRAM 
 
Recommendation 
 
The Commissioner of Community Services, in consultation with the Director of Recreation and 
Culture recommends: 
 
1. The information contained in this report with regard to the one-year status report on the Arts 

and Cultural Use at City-owned Heritage Building program, be approved. 
 
2. The Art Exhibition + Studio Space Rental program be continued beyond its 3-year term and 

that staff monitor and adjust the program, as required. 

Economic Impact 

There are no costs associated with extending the Art Exhibition + Studio Space Rental program 
beyond its 3-year term. 

Communications Plan 

The availability of heritage buildings for arts and cultural programming (i.e. through the Art 
Exhibition + Studio Space Rental Program) will continue to be advertised and promoted to artists, 
arts and cultural organizations through the Recreation Guide, Vaughan community centres, 
libraries and the City of Vaughan website.   

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to respond to Council’s request in June 2007 to provide a one-year 
status report on the Arts and Cultural Use in City-owned Heritage Buildings program, in particular, 
addressing whether the program has met its programming goals and to obtain approval for the 
continuation of the program beyond its 3-year term. 

Background - Analysis and Options 

At the June 25, 2007, Council meeting a 3-year pilot project was approved by Council and later 
re-titled the Art Exhibition + Studio Space Rental Program. At the June 2007 Council meeting, it 
was requested that staff provide a one-year status report on the approved program in particular 
whether the program has met its goals.  The program’s goals are as follows: 
 

1. To increase the use of City-owned heritage buildings by establishing programs, services 
and fees that provide affordable access to heritage buildings; 

 
2. To assist in the development and promotion of arts & cultural groups and individual 

artists in the community by providing them with affordable access to City-owned heritage 
buildings for their activities and programs; 

 
3. To provide the Vaughan community opportunities for participation in arts and cultural 

exhibitions, displays, and workshops within their community. 
 
The City of Vaughan has ownership of heritage buildings that have been restored and are 
managed by the City as part of its inventory of City-owned public facilities.  The usage of these 
buildings by the community is integral in creating vibrant and purposeful focal points within 



Vaughan.  The arts program approved in June 2007 by Council, makes available heritage 
buildings for arts and cultural use at a new, reduced weekly $150 +GST rental rate.  Under the 
program, applicants are required to clearly define the proposed use of the space.  Applications 
are evaluated on how well their use/program meets the established criteria, how appropriate it is 
for the site and building and how it will benefit the community. Priority booking will be given to 
Vaughan-based artists and arts and cultural groups.   
 
A review of the availability and suitability of buildings for arts and cultural use, determined that the 
MacDonald House (121 Centre Street, Thornhill)  the Armstrong House (42 Old Yonge Street, 
Thornhill) and the Vellore Hall (9541 Weston Road, Woodbridge) were the centres in which the 
art studio program was to be launched.  The program was initiated in December 2007 after the 
retrofitting/cleaning of the buildings. A rail-hanging system and track lighting, for example, was 
installed at the MacDonald House as it was determined to be the most appropriate space for art 
installation. It should be noted that while sites are being used for the art studio program, 
registered Recreation programs such as camps and workshops are also being held at the sites as 
required. 
 
To date, approximately 12 permits, representing a 3-month use, has resulted from the initiation of 
this program.  The MacDonald House and Vellore Hall have been the most popular sites 
showcasing 95% of the exhibits and events.  Overall, an increase in awareness and increase 
heritage building use has been a direct result of the program. Overall, the goals of the program 
have been met and as a result of the feedback received, it is recommended that the program 
continue beyond its 3-year term approved by Council in June 2007. 
 
In a consultant’s report prepared by Synercom Strategies in 2004, community arts and culture 
exhibition space that is affordable and suitable to showcase and exhibit artwork, install displays, 
and use for short-term instructional programs/workshops, was identified as a need in the 
community.  Emerging community arts and cultural groups maintained that the old rental fee for 
heritage buildings was too high as their ability to  operate and sustain themselves is limited.  
 
The feedback received on the new reduced fee is overall extremely positive in that it is affordable 
and accessible to most artists and art groups. Additionally, community artists have identified that 
the program offers an opportunity to exhibit their work, sometimes for the first time, and sell their 
work to the public.  Exhibitions are advertised on the City’s website, however invitations and 
promotional work is mostly done by the artists or art groups themselves.  Events are not only  
focused on art exhibitions, but also one-week music clinics, piano recitals/competitions and vocal 
clinics have been hosted at the heritage facilities.   
 
Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2020 
 
In consideration of the strategic priorities related to Vaughan Vision 2020, the report will provide: 
 
•           STRATEGIC GOAL: 
 Service Excellence - Providing service excellence to citizens. 
  
•           STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES: 
 Preserve our heritage and support diversity, arts and culture. 
 
This report does not recommend a change from the priorities previously set by Council and the 
necessary resources have been allocated. 
 
Regional Implications 
 
There are no Regional implications associated with this report. 
 
 



Conclusion 

In general, the Art Exhibition + Studio Space Rental Program has been successful in achieving its 
goals of increasing the use of City-owned heritage buildings, assisting in the development and 
promotion of arts & cultural groups and individual artists and providing the community with 
opportunities for participation in arts and cultural exhibitions, displays, and workshops.  Staff 
recommend a continuation of the program beyond its 3-year term in order to provide a valuable 
service to the arts community in this area and also provide an excellent use of the City’s heritage 
facilities. 

Attachments 

1. Sample exhibitions & newspaper coverage 
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Sample Invitations to Exhibitions 
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