
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE      SEPTEMBER 29. 2008 
 
 EXTENDED PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY (“PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP”) 
 (Referred from the Council meeting of September 22, 2008, Item 4, Report No. 44) 

Council, at its meeting of September 22, 2008, adopted, in part, the following: 

That the report be referred to the Environment Committee. 

Report of Councillor Carella, dated September 15, 2008 

Recommendation 

Councillor Tony Carella recommends: 

1.  That staff undertake the development of an extended producer responsibility (or product 
stewardship) purchasing policy, and that a draft version of such a policy be reviewed in 
context of the Environment Master Plan; and 

 
2.  That the report be referred to the Environment Committee. 
 
Economic Impact 
 
To be determined in the policy report. 

Communication Plan 

A communication plan would be premature at this time. 

Purpose 

To continue the process by which the Corporation of the City of Vaughan demonstrates it is an 
environmentally friendly place.  Lead and Promote Environmental Sustainability. 

Background - Analysis and Options 

Product stewardship is a concept that has taken root in North America, first in British Columbia 
and then in California. Briefly, it reflects the belief that the manufacturer of any product has the 
responsibility not simply to create it from raw materials and sell it to the consuming public, but to 
provide the means by which---once the product has reached the end of its useful life---it can be 
disposed of in a way that is most friendly to the environment.  
 
A century ago, when local governments first assumed responsibility for solid waste, it consisted 
mostly of coal ash left over from heating and cooking. The rest was mainly food, with a small 
amount of manufactured products like paper and glass. Today, manufactured products and 
associated packaging make up 75% of what we throw out.  
 
According to the Product Policy Institute, “One easy step government entities, businesses and 
institutions can take to implement extended producer responsibility (EPR) is to buy from 
manufacturers what agree to collect and recycle their products when they get to the end of their 
useful life”. That goal is what is contemplated in this recommendation, and the resources in place 
to help the City develop such policies are extensive, and indeed international. The end result of 
such efforts is that product recycling will become an extension of every company’s marketing 
system, mirroring the production and distribution process in a kind of “reverse retail” process as 
part of excellent customer service.   

 



The attached “Purchasing Best Practices / Contracting for Producer Responsibility” published by 
the Product Policy Institute, based in Athens, Georgia, is but one example of such resources. 
Another is the Greenpeace Foundation, whose website contains ratings of international 
manufacturers in respect of their EPR policies and practices. Upon Council approval of this 
recommendation, additional resources from the California Product Stewardship Council will be 
furnished by the recommender to appropriate staff.  

Regional Implications 

None 
 
Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2007 
 
This report is consistent with the priorities previously set by Council and the necessary resources 
have been allocated and approved. 

Conclusion 

The development of corporate purchasing policies that promote producer responsibility for the 
entire life cycle of their products will demonstrate the City of Vaughan’s commitment to the health 
of our environment. 
 
Attachments 

 
“Purchasing Best Practices / Contracting for Producer Responsibility”, published by the Product 
Policy Institute 

Report prepared by: 

Councillor Tony Carella 
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