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Council resolved: 
 
To adopt a policy that governs the operation of city vehicles in a responsible manner that reduces 
emissions and fuel consumption. 
 
Purpose: 
 
In 2004, the City of Vaughan implemented an by-law prohibiting idling for more than 5 minutes. While this 
by-law addresses the public and applies to City fleet vehicles, Vaughan City Council resolves to 
demonstrate its commitment to environmental leadership by requiring City owned and operated vehicles to 
reduce unnecessary idling. As such, this document outlines a one minute idle time policy to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, promote energy efficiency and cost savings, as well as demonstrating the 
City’s commitment to implementing the goals of Green Directions Vaughan, the City’s first Community 
Sustainability and Environmental Master Plan. 
  
Policy: 
 

 That City owned and operated vehicles will not idle unnecessarily for longer than one minute.  
 

Exemptions: 
 

1) When the engine is required to power auxiliary equipment necessary for the completion of 
work. 

2) Under extreme weather, as defined by the City of Vaughan existing by-law (above 27C or 
below 5C)  

3) In a situation where health and safety of employees may be jeopardized. 
4) For vehicle maintenance and diagnostic purposes. 
5) Emergency and/or essential on site operations 

 
Responsibilities: 

 
Supervisors will: 

 Ensure staff are aware of the policy 
 Post information related to idling policy in the workplace 
 Educate and inform staff when idling occurs in a non-exempt situation 

 
Staff will: 

 Abide by the one minute idling policy except in situations that are exempt 
   
 




