COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE - FEBRUARY 2, 2010

TASK FORCE ON PEDESTRIAN/STREET SAFETY

Recommendation
Councillor Peter Meffe recommends:

1. That the establishment of a Task Force on Pedestrian and Street Safety be undertaken
by the City of Vaughan immediately which should be comprised of, but not limited to the
following; Citizens, City and Regional planning and engineering professionals, police and
by-law enforcement staff, school board representatives, representatives of seniors and
youths, and a representative of the Province:

2. That a request for application for membership be advertised in the local media and
placed on the City's website;

3. That the Task Force be provided with staff support co-ordinated by the Commissioner of
Engineering and Public Works and the Commissioner of Planning;

4, That the Task Force report back to Council within 12 months with their recommendations.

Contribution to Sustainability

Unfortunately, in traffic incidents involving pedestrians and motorists, it is the pedestrian who
suffers much more often with tragic results. 1t is the responsibility of both the driver and
pedestrian to ensure each others safety. It has also become abundantly clear that our
environment and infrastructure is a main component along with driver and pedesirian education
towards making our roads a safer environment. Infrastructure design contributes to a more
sustainable and healthy City. This task force will be responsible in bringing forward
recommendations in order to improve pedestrian and street safety.

Economic Impact

At this time there will be nominal Economic impact.

Communications Plan

Corporate Communications to issue a press release with respect to the establishment of a Task
Force on Pedestrian and Street Safety asking for public participation and upcoming call for
members.

Purpose

The purpose of establishing this task force is to bring together the various levels of stakeholders
in order to determine the best course of action in dealing with the increased number of traffic
deaths on our roads.

v

Background - Analysis and Options

This month alone in the Greater Toronto Area there have been 14 pedestrian fatalities in 16 days,
two of them in the City of Vaughan. It appears that although new legislation has been introduced
for distracted drivers and a number of pedestrian enforcement initiatives implemented our roads
are becoming an unsafe environment for our citizens.



The task force will address issues such as driver and pedestrian education, legislative changes,
co-ordination between the various governmental levels and/or departments, public transit, road
design recommendations, community invelvement, etc.

Relationship to Vaughan Vision 2020/Strategic Plan

This report speaks to the initiative that relates to enhancing and ensuring Community Safety,
Health and Wellness.

This report is consistent with the priorities previously set by Council and the necessary resources
have been allocated and approved.

Regional Implications
The Region will be considered to be an integral participant of this task force.

Conclusion

It is my belief that the establishment of this task force will bring forward important
recommendations and conclusions which when implemented will increase the safety of both our
pedestrians and drivers. [t will also provide an opportunity for better road infrastructure design.
This in turn will benefit our community and also bring forward a continued awareness of this
important issue.

Attachments

Articles, SWOT Analysis in support of this Task Force recommendation.

Report prepared by: !
Peter Meffe

Respectiully submitted,

Peter Meffe,
Councillor, Ward 1



COUNCILLOR PETER MEFFE

PEDESTRIAN/STREET SAFETY IN VAUGHAN
' AGENDA

January 22, 2010

10:00 am.- 10:15 a.m. - Welcome and Introductions.

10:15 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. - SWOT Analysis - Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities & Threats (an opportunity to express what are the issues
surrounding pedestrian/street safety in Vau ghan).

10:45 am. - 11:00 a.m. - Key Issues Emerging from SWOT Analysis.

11:00 a.m. — 11:30 a.m. - Conclusion and Recommendation
(i.c. Task Force on Pedestrian/Street Safety in Vaughan.)

11:30 am. -11:45 a.m. - Closing comments.

Adjourn.
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COUNCILLOR PETER MEFFE

PEDESTRIAN/STREET SAFETY IN VAUGHAN
SWOT Analysis and Emerging Issues
January 22, 2010

Strengths: Existing pedestrian infrastructure
Road Watch campaign
Good road system for moving vehicles
Existing traffic calming

Weaknesses: Knowledge of infrastructure use
‘Timing of signals
Moving cars/transit not pedestrian oriented
Traffic calming is an afterthought

Opportunities: Ability to adjust existing infrastructure
Police Operation Cross Smart campaign
Dedicated pedestrian signals

Implement traffic issues in the T1ansp0rtatlon Master Plan re movement of
traffic/pedestrian safety

Threats; Lack of pedestrian/driver awareness
Motorist speed and do not adhere to Traffic Act

Government 1s dispersed on issue (region, city & province to work
together)

Emerging Issues: Awarencss by all users
Need for education driver/pedestrian
Community involvement

Legislative changes i.e. eliminafe right turn on red light
Flashing speed boards

Co-ordination between Region and City re moving cars, people, cyclists
(i.e. dedicated lanes for bicycles, pedestrians)
Roads are too wide

Intensification (increase in number of people, roads, ctc.)
Size of roads

Materials/signage can indicate slower arca
More public transit
Use of HOV Lanes

Conclusion and Recormendations on Pedestrian/Street Safety in Vaughan:

establish a Task Force on Pedestrian/Street Safety in Vaughan

make existing information available to the public

Councillor Meffe to send out information to present group

request Provincial government to send representative on task force

encourage being added to Police Department distriution list - Corporate communication
Co-ordinate City/Police Programs (i.c. solar speed panels)
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COUNCILLOR PETER MEFFE

PEDESTRIAN/STREET SAFETY IN VAUGHAN
Areas for Discussion/Thought Pumps
January 22, 2010

1. Environment/Infrastructure

-road design-width, speed, “Highway feel”

-streeiscape design

-roads in relation to surrounding residential/commercial development present and
planned

-signage, visual clutter

-streetlights, pedestrian lights

-intersection design/width/lanes

-weather

-lighting

-parking

-pedestrian friendly, bike friendly?

2. Drivers

-education

~AWAreness

~disiractions

-driving ability

-driver mental/physical state

-enforcement, laws

-annoyancefroad rage

-sense of entitlement — roads belong to cars
-encourage defensive, aware driving at ALL times

3. Pedestrians

-education
-awareness
-distractions
-safe walkways
-lighting (especially at dusk, dark and winter/rainy conditions)
~clothing

-mobility

-we want to encourage more walking not less

¥
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Back to Basics in Transportation
Planning:

Rediscovering our roots can solve 21st
Century traffic woes

Gary Toth, the new Director of
Transportation Initiatives at PPS
and a veteran of 34 years with the
New Jersey Department of
Transportation, reflects on how we
lost our way in traffic planning and
Email Gary ~ what we can do to gef back on
track.

1

started at the New Jersey Department of
E Transportation in 1973 right out of college as a civil
engineer trainee, For the first twenty years of my
career as g transportation planner, I bought into the
prevailing belief of the profession that the solutlon to
congestion was to build more and bigger roads. We felt we

were not doing our jobs properly unless enough lanes were
added to ensure free flowing traffic 24/7/365.

PPS Partners with Major Contributor on
Far-Reaching Transportation Initiative

Earlier this year, PPS partnered with a major contributor to
define "how" and "what" new resources and technical assistance
are neéded, in the long-term, to help transportation planners
design and plan roads differently. This newly-formed resource
teamn, led by Gary Toth and supported by a small coalltion of
regional DOTs, will be orlented towards helping agencies dellver
their programs, and solve congestion problems without major
investment projects which most states can no longer afford,

2

PPS is assembling resources to assist DOTs in the following



areas: Integrating transportation and land use planning;
Collaborative interaction and partnering with communities;
Context Sensitive Solutions; Placemaking to support good
transportation outcomes; and Ecologically sustalnable, low
impact solutions for highway roadsides and drainage.

For more information, please email Gary Toth, Director of
Transportation Initlatives.

I was part of a profession that for five decades viewed its misslon
as simply accommaodating the demands of traffic, whether on
local streets or on state and national highways. The quality of life
in communities and the condition of the environment were
someone else’s business; our job was to move cars and trucks as
smocthly and rapidly as possible.

Gradually my faith in this "wider, straighter,’faster“ paradigm of
traffic planning began to change. This occurred while I was in
charge of a new unit at the New Jlersey Department of
Transportation (NJDOT) that had been created to meet with
communities, business owners, public agencies and other
comimunity stakeholders to seek their support for various road
projects. We were supposed to reduce community resistance,
which was beginning to delay and even cancel projects. But as
fime went on, it became clear to me that the real point of
transportation projects should be bullding successful
communities and fostering economic prosperity.

How did we get into this jam?

concepl of what constituted a good road had a vastly

different meaning from today. Sarving the

community and creating an efficient and livabie
pattern of develcpment were essential values at the center of
street design. In short, transportation was fully integrated
into land use planning.

P rior to the introduction of the automobile, Americans’

?

The growing
popularity of

i automobiles after
1910 created
pressure for the
federal government
to become more
directly involved in
financing roads.
Spurred on by cries
¢ of "Get farmers out
of the mud,"

Congress passed
The first highway funded under 1916 Fedaral the Federal Aid

ald Road Act was in Contra Mesa County, Road Act of 1916,

California. which made
continuous funding
avallable for states




to make road improvements. Motorlsts and other organized
interests began to apply intense pressure to bultd more
highways, In the 1930s many American officials visited the
German Autobahn network and returned with a sense of
urgency that we must create a national sysgtem of high-speed
highways, This ultimately led to federal legislation in 1944 to
establish the Interstate System and in 1956 to fund it, which

fgnited the great road building era of the 1950s, '60s and
'70s.

There was an overwhelming consensus in the 1950s among
politicians that the Interstate Highway system was a matter of
national interest. Highway engineers had carte blanche to carry out
their plans.

Today, It is fashionable to vilify the transportation profession for
ignoring the negative effects of large-scale road building on our
communities. However, two men at the top of the transportation
fieid during the years the Interstate highway system was
shaped--Themas H. MacDonald, chief of the federal Bureau of
Public Roads {BPR), and his top aide, Herbert S. Fairbank--
warned that thoughtless planning and improperly placed roads:
"will becomie more and more of an encumbrance to the city's
functions and an all too durable reminder of planning that was
bad." They recognized that a shift of population to the suburbs
was beginning to take a toll on cities.

Unfortunately, the federal government ignoged MacDonald and
Fairbank's vision of connecting highway development to a
broader regional planning approach. As late as 1947, at the
annual meeting of the American Association of State Highway
Officials (now AASHTO), MacDonald urged his colleagues to do
whatever they could £o reverse politicians' refusal to subsidize
mass transportation. Repeatedly, however, Presidents Roosevelt,
Truman and Eisenhower along with Congress ignored these



sensible recommendations for an integrated and balanced
transportation network in the various federal highway acts that
were enacted.

Starting in the 1950s,
the transportation
industry mobilized in an
unprecedented way to
deliver a mandate for a
hew generatlon of
hlghways that would
eliminate hassles and
obstacles to the rapid
flow of traffic. Planning
in the U.5. became
dominated by
transportation
engineers, while
citizens, advocacy

As early as the 1930s, federval highway
chief Thomas MacDonald voiced concerns
about what urban freeways would do to

cities. (photo from THE GENIE IN THE groups and Pia"”e"? mn
BOTTLE: The Interstate Systam and Urban  Other fields saw their
Preblams, 1939-1957.) influence decline. The

transportation
profassion was

remarkably successful in convincing two generations of
politicians, developers, construction industries, special interast
groups, and the public about how things should be done. With
blinders firmly attached, the transportation pltanners and the
nation at large ignered mounting evidence of the unintended
consequences of this huge road-building carfipaign.

The transportation profession "hits the wall"

¥ the early 1990s, when the Intérstate Highway
System-one of the biggest construction projects in
human history-was essentially completed,
congestion in urban areas was still growing worse
and community opposition was stronger than ever o new
road projects. Within the transportation profession, there was
a dawning recognition that something was innately wrong
with the way we think about and design highways.

Yet not knowing any other way to operate, the transportation
profession continuad to plan new road projects In the same old
way: attempting to meef peak dernand according to a formula
based on maintaining the free flow of traffic at the thirtieth
busiest hour of the entire year .

When the inevitable resistance from affected communitias arose,
state DOTs found that invoking the "naticnal interest", which
worked so well during the Interstate era to override community
objections, was no longer effective in pushing through the

projects. By the 1990s, citizen opposition was able to bring many
projects to a standstiil.
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Meanwhile, evidence was mounting that the wider, straighter,
and faster approach was not solving the problem. The Texas
Transportation Instituge (TTI), in their 2005 Urban Mobillity
Report, revealed that over the last two dacades of the 20th
century, congestion indicators had spirated out of control. The
hours each year a motorist spends in congestion had guadrupled.

This was occurring because of the way street and road networks
wete being planned. Spread out development made possible by
the new highway capacity was creating congestion faster than
transportation agencies could widen or replace fafling highways.
Furthermore, mass transit could not serve tha new sprawling
suburbs and street design made blking and walklng all but
impossible. This all caused vehicle trips and vehicle miles to
explode at a rate many times faster than population growth.
Transportation professionals and state DQTs watched these
probliems worsen but stood aside and did nothing in the bellef
that their job was building roads and that land use planning was
someone clse's respoensibility.

Sprawling transportation patterns make travel by any means other
than autormobile virtually impossible. (photo courtesy of the firm of
Glatting Jackson.) .

Now it has become clear with each new fiscal year that
construction costs for adding new capacity to roads is escalating
sharply at exactly the same time our aging transportation
infrastructure demands meore and more attention. And in most
states, revenue sources have been flat for aimost a decade.
State legislatures are afraid ta mention the "T" word-~ taxes.
Many roads and bridges built in the highway boom years between
the 1940s and 1960s have aged to the point of needing major
repairs or replacement, creating a towering backlog of Fix-It-First
projects. Al of these factors make it far less likely that even the
most determained DOTs can build their way out of congestion.

As congestion has worsened in a transportation system focused
on high speed travel, s0 have other social problems, The



skyrocketing vehicle miles traveled (VMT) in the US is a major
factor in gas coensumption and CO2 emissions that spur global
warming. Our nation's public health indicators are also taking a
nosedive. The National Center For Disease Control (CDC) reports
that 25 years ago, only two states had ghesity rates abhove 10%,
and none had rates above 15%. Today, in a startling turnaround,
no state has less than a 10% obesity rate, and only one is below
15%. Twenty-eight states--more than half the union--are above
20%, and one Is above 25%.

The CDC classifies this rapid deterioration of public health as an
"Inactivity Epidemic”, and warns us that our increasing lack of
fitness brings major health problems in addition to obesity:
diabetes, cardiovascular disease, increased symptoms of
depression and anxiety as well as paorer development and
maintenance of bones and muscles, While sorme still dispute our
transportation system's role in this widening health crisis, new
studies linking sprawl and obesity are accumulating.

PN

Wide roads promote speedy car travel, not neighborhood Interaction.

How can we get out of this jam?

Target the "right” capital improvement
projects first:The first step is to recognize that
& transportation decisions make a huge impact on

land use and community planning-and vice versa.
Major investments in roads should be pursued only in
communities and regions with effective land use plans in
place, which will protect the public investment in new
highway capacity. With funds for expanding our road system
now at a premium, we can no longer afford to Invest in areas
whose inadeguate land use practices will mean the new roads
are soon overburdened. Taxpayers deserve £o know that their
money will be spent in ways that solve our transportation
problems-not in creating new problems. The transportation
profession itself needs to accept that road projects carry
significant social and environmental consequences.
Transportation professionals need te heed Thomas



MacDonald's and Herbert Fairbank's advice from the 1930s:
"Freeway location should be coordinated with housing and
city planning authorities; railroad, bus, and truck Interests;
air transportation and airport officials; and any other
agencles, groups, and interests that may affect the future
shape of the city." (Quote from THE GENIE IN THE BOTTLE:

The Interstate System and Urban Problems, 1939-1957 by
Richard F. Welngroff)

planning centrat to transportation decisions:
o Traffic planners and public officials need to foster

land use planning at the community level, which
supports instead of overloads a state's transportation
network. This includes creating rmore attractive places that
people will want to visit in both exlsting developments and
new ones. A strong sense of place benefits the overall
transportation system. Great Places - popular spots with a
goed mix of people and activities, which can be comfortably
reached by foot, bike and perhaps transit as well as cars - put
little strain on the transportation system. Poor land-use
planning, by contrast, generates thousands of unnecessary
vehicle-trips, creating dysfunctional roads, which further
worsens the quality of the places. Transportation
professionals can no longer pretend that land use is not our
business. Road projects that were not integrated Into land use
planning have created too many negative impacts to ignore.

2 Make Placemaking and far-sighted land-use

A Re-envision single-use zaning: We also must
shift planning regulations that treat schools,
« grocery stores, affordable housing and shops as
undesirable neighbors. The misguided loglc of
current zoning codes calls for locating these amenities as far
away from residential areas as possible. Locating these
essential services along busy state and local highways treates
needless traffic and gangs local traffic atop of commuting and
regional traffic, thus choking the capacity of the road system.

Bringing back mixed-use neighborhoods.

and early 20th Century practice of creating

connected road networks, still found in many

beloved dlder neighborhoods, can help us beat 21st
century congestion. Mile for mile, a finely-woven dense grid
of connected streets has much more carrying capacity than a

% Get more mileage out of our roads: The 15th
L4



sparse, curvilinear tangle of unconnected cul-de-sacs, which
forces all traffic out to the major highways: Unconnected
street networks, endemic to post-World War 1I suburbs, do
almost nothing to promote mobility.

as a third of a community's land. Yet, under

planning policies of the past 7& years, people have

given up their rights to this public property. While
streets were once a place where we stopped for conversation
and children played, they are now the exclusive domain of
cars. Even the sidewalks along highways and high-speed local
streets feel inhospitable.But there is a new movement to look
at streets in the broader context of communities (see the
Federal Highway Administration's website on Context-
Sensitive Solutions.) It's really a rather simple idea-streets
need to be designed in a way that induces traffic speeds
appropriate for that particular context. Fresways should
remain high-speed roads but on other roads and streets we

need to take into account that these are places for people as
well as condults for cars.

5 View streets as places:Streets take up as much
2

-

Think outside the lane: Last but not least, the
6 huge casts of eliminating traffic jams at hundreds
o of locations throughout a state will allow for only a

few congestion hot spots to be fixed by big
engineering projecis each year. That means that mast
communities must wait decades or even a century for a
solution to their problems unless we adopt a new approach
that Incorporates land use planning, cormmunlty planning and

alternative modes of transportation to address evet increasing
volumes of traffic.

A new approach to transportation for a new
century

The transportation profession respanded to a mandate from
government officials in the post-World War II era to build a new
generation of highways for public mobility and natlonal defense,
They should be cornmended for a job well done. A new
generation of solutions is needed for the 21st Century, hawever,
and this well-arganized and well-trained profession should apply
its talents to help us adapt to these new realities. We need a new
vision of transportation that truly improves -our mobility, sustains
our communities, protects our environment and helps restore our
physical fitness and health.

The transportation profession can no longer, respond to mounting
levels of congestion as well as community and environmental
dilemmas by trying to widen existing roads or build new ones.
New highways are now packed with cars almost as soon as they
open. And today there is simply not the money available for that
kind of large-scale road building. Most states can't even keep up
with the backlog of repair projects.

When 1 was at NJDOT, we came to realize the 1950s were long
past and that we needed a new approach to meet the needs of



our citizens. $o we began collaborating with the public on
solutions that took into account the whole context of
communities being served by a particular road--the approach
known as Context Sensitive Solutions. Like maost people we
initially believed that Americans were in love with the automobile
and would demand we continue to provide them with bigger,
faster roads separated from shopping and neighborhoods. While
we did find this response in some communities, we were
surprised by how many more communities firmly supported
better land-use and community planning. .

Americans may always love their automobiles, but that does not
mean we want to spend all day stuck inside them. Transportation
systems which afford Americans the choice of getting to places
without using their cars actually offer more freedom than those
where people are solely dependent on the auto to get anywhere,
People easily understand this, and can see that a transportation
network catering exclusively to cars has harmed our
communities, compromised our health, fueled the environmental
crisis and made us dependent on forelgn oil.

There is nothing un-American about planning communities as a
whole, and acknowledging that roads are just one of the
elements that create a livable place. This was the common sense
that guided cur communities until at least 1920, While pre-20th
Century community planners were by no means perfect, they did
create places where transportation was integrated into broader
public hopes. The roads and bridges in these areas were built ta
foster economic development and quality of life in the
community, not to hamper it.

If we are to really embrace the concept of };ealthy, livable
communities that serve a diverse population and that make
cholces for mobllity a priority, then we must integrate our
transportation planning with other goals and we must design our
roads for all users. In short, we must capitalize on the wisdom of
our roots.

Many Hhanks to Ian Lockwood of Glatting Jackson, who helped
craft and contribute concepts for this article.
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Clder neighborhoods all o

Americans rediscover the pleasures of living in mixed-use
communities that foster walking, biking and transit.

Support Great Places - Become a PPS Member
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Project for Public Spaces
(PPS) is a nonprofit
organization cledicated
to creating and
sustaining public places
that build communities.

About PPS
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Coniact Us

700 Broadway, 4th Floor
{at 4th Street)
MNew Yorlk, NY 10003

P: (212) 620-5660
F: {212) 620-36821
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- Streetsbiog New York City - http://www.streetsblog.org -

America’s Big Fat Road Problem
Posted By Sarah Goodyear On Aprit 15, 2009 @ 10:38 am In Streetsblog.net | 5 Comments

America has a fat problem. You knew that, right? But it's not just the people who are fat. It’s the roads.

That’s the subject of a very insightful post from Sireetsblog Network (] member Tom Vanderbilt, author of
the book Traffic [ and keeper of the blog How We Drive (1. He makes the connection between the two kinds

of fat -- on our beliies and on our streets and highways -- citing the work of Brian Wansink #), an expert on

consumer behavior and the human reaction to food who has made a particular study of ever-increasing
portion size in the American diet: !

Wansink sugests the Iarge the portlon size, the less accurate the estimation of calories
consumed becomes.

What does this have to do with the road? There is an interesting story in how the rise in portion
size - often assoclated (as Wansink notes) with fast-food restaurants -- historically tracks the
huge increase in miles traveled (183% growth in per-person miles from 1969 to 2000, a period
in which the number of persons itself Increased only 41%), which itself is associated with the rise

of those same restaurants; not to mention the much-debated work linking obesity to density and
travel modes.

But I had a different comparison in mind: The way the size of our roads affects our behavior in
“consuming” them as drivers. This was brought home to me again in a recent video made by a
group called Park Slope Neighbars [}, which is waorking to reduce the size of streets like
Brooklyn's Prospect Park West (a five-lane thoroughfare, two lanes of which are dedicated to

parking). As the video below shows, the speeds on the street are routinely in excess of the 30
MPH limit...

One of the recommendations for Prospect Parlk West is to put it on a “road diet,” a deeply
suggestive phrase in light of Wansink’s research. A separated bike lane would be a great piace to
start -- and would reduce the frequent cases of cyclists using the adjacent sidewalk. But
something has to be done to change the context of the street. Underutilized by cars much of the
time, it is an inefficient use of urban space, and its capaciousness sends a set of powarful signals
to the driver, more powerful than whatever speed limit signs may be present. It represents, to
paraphrase Wansink, “mindiess speeding.” People drive fast because it feels like they should.
They see a wide road, and don't give themselves much time to see anything else,

Vanderbilt argues that signs telling people to slow down, PSAs about the dangers of speeding and even police
enforcement of speed limits can't do what road diets can. Just the way all the calorie-count posters in the
world can't stop us from finishing a big bowl of ice cream when It's put In front of us, Check out this related
post from St. Lowis Urban Workshap 7). Interesting stuff.

Other Interesting stuff from the network: Hub and Spokes (8] ig talking about "the fight of a generation” for

transit advocates, Ecoveio [°] finks to a cool video showing the reasoning behind "Idaho stops® for bicycles,

and Carfree USA 19 jinks to a Wall Street Journal article that wonders if Americans are changing their gas-
guzziing ways for good.




Article printed from Streetsbiog New York City: http:/ fwww.streetsblog.org
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Teen pedestrian killed

Rutherford and Keele area closed for investigation

By Alexis Dobranowski

Posted: 2010-01-12 Story toals: EMAIL | PRINT |2 BooKmARK -"z;ﬁ

A t7-year-old boy has died after being hit by a transport truck at

the Ruotherford Road and Keele Street interseetion,

L3 L3 * é, = » »
T'he roads remain closed in all diveetions for a police
investigation.

The incident took place this morning at about 9 a.m.

Police say the boy was crossing Keele Street in the southside
crosswalk of Rutherford Road, heading from west to east.

A tractor tratier, dviven by a 29-year-old Brantford man, was
going easthound onto Rutherford, turning onto Keele when it hit
the teen.

He was pronounced dead on the scene.

The name of the youth will not be released at the request of the
family.

The driver of the tractor trailer was not injured.

Investigators arve still at the scene and motorists are asked to
avoid the area, Police ave seeking witnesses to the aceident.
Anyene who was in the area’is asked to call the Collision
Reconstruction Unit at 1-888-876-5423, ext. 7704.
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Why 7 pedesirians have died in 7 days

-

January 18, 2010

Brendan Keninedy

TTC and police Investigate after a 60-year-old woman was killed by a TTC bus at Mount Pleasant ant! Eglinton during
morning rash hour Jan. 18, 2010,

While fewer peopte in Totoato are dying behind the wheel of their cars, the cily's streets are becoming more dangerous
for pedestians.

That is what receni iraffic slafistics shaw, highlighting a grim trend amid a particulatly deadly week for walkers in the GTA.

Saven pedestrians were killed acrass the reglon in the last seven days, beginning last Tuesday, when a tcenager in
Vaughan, a young mother in Etobicoke and a sentar ¢itizen in the city's west end, were all run down on the same day.

Later in the waek, a 24-year-okl woman was killed by a Bramplon transil bus, a man taking a sharlcut was hit by a GO

train, and a father walking with his wife and 4-year-old son was fun over by a tow truck. During Monday morning's rush
hour, 3 80-year-okl woman was Killed by a TTC bus.

Four of the fatat accidents involved large vehicles making a lum; one was the result of a driver running a red light; another
is being blamed on a confusing intersection; and ine train death appears fo be misadventure.



Brian Patterson, president of the Ontario Safety League, says all of the deaths were "sompletaly preveniaie.”
“It anly takes a few seconds of distraction on the part of eithar the pedestrian or the driver to lead 1o the problem.”

Patterson and other experts pointed to a combination of factors for ihe rash of recklestness — from less daylight, to
impaired visiollity from salt-covered windshialds, lo mifd weaiher spuring faster driving, to a growing inatientiveness
among drivers and pedestiians alike — but no one could explain why there were so many in ane wegk.

What is claar, though, is that padestrians are making up a much larger parcentage of the fotal numbar of people killed in
traffic.

Last year, 31 pedestians were killad in the Gity, comprising afmost two-thirds of alf road deaths, and the highest tolat of

the last five years. Pedestrians were killed at five fimes the rate of drivers and move than ihree imas the rate of
passengers.

"Qur {overall} fatality numbers are good,” said Toronto Iraffic cop Const. Hugh Smith, noting a general downward frend
over the last five years. "Bul we are noficing a spike in our pedestrian fatalities "

Sihce 2005, annual road deaths in the cily have decreased by almost 20 par cent, from 59 to 48, whila the number of
pedestrians Killed has increassd, from 29 to 31,

"To me, that's way out of proportion,” Smith said.

Acrosk the GTA, pedesinians accounted for 42 per cent of all traffic deaths tast year, and there has been a general
upward trend aver the last five years.

In general, pedestrian daaihs increase wilh the size of a cily, typically making up around 50 per cent of all trafiic deaths in

Toronio, Monireal and Vancouver, compared to a nationai average of only 13 per cent, according fo the Canada Safety
Council.

Senith said the situation is getling worse in Torenio becatse as the city crowds, people aren't using thelr senses o prolect

themselvas — blocking sound with earphones and limiting their vision with hoods and hats — and drivers are more
distracled than gver.

"Everybody's moving quickly, pedestrians are raoving blindly and notody's cammunicating.”

Dylan Reid, co-chair of the Toronto Pedestrian Committee and associate editor of Spacing magazing, said the accidents
shouldn't be blamed entirely on diivers' or padesirians’ behaviours,

“Infrastruclure is really importart, too," Reld said, adding that afl but one of the deaths cccurred In suburban areas “buiif
for cars, not people.”

He said the inlerseclions where tha daaths accucred were all "pedestrian non-friendly."

I

™if you buiki a road like a speedway, then ¢ars are going fo speed along them."

Reid said the city could use more public education campaigns.

"Toronto is becoming a cily where more and more peaple are walking, taking public transit and cycling, so § think we really

need lo remind everybody that Tarorio’s chanhging, if's becoming more crowded and you really do need io be fooking out
for each other.”



PEDESTRIAN FATALITIES

Jan. 2 Sieven Seixsiro, 17, of Vaughan, was killed on his way to St. Joan of Arc Catholic High School, by a truck furning
right at Ruiherford Rd. and Keele St. B

Jan. 12: Nouhad-Nicholas Al-Kassouf, 80, of Taronto, died after being struck by a car around 1 p.m. as ghe crossed a Y
intersection at Roncesvalles Ave. and Dundas St. W. Police sald the driver had the right of way.

Jan. 12: Mariles Mendoza, 28, was pushing a strofler with her 7-week-old son across Marlin Grove Rd. at Eglinton Ave.
around 12.45 p.m. when she was struck by a car that allegediy ran a rad light. Police said a charge was pending against
the 83-ysar-old driver. The baby was not serfously injured.

Jan. 14: Gurleen Thabat, 24, of Brampton, was killad by a Brampton Transit bus as it turned from Steeles Ave. W. into the
Shoppers World bus loop argund 6:30 a.m.

Jan. 15: A 42-year-old Milton man faking & shorteut along the [akeshore railway line was killed by a passenger traln af
1:30 a.m. just wesi of the Oakville GO stafion.

Jan. 18. A 60-year-old woman was killed when she was hit by a TTC bus aboui 7 a.m. The bus was southbound on
Mount Pleasant Rd. and iurming right on Eglinlon Ave.

Padasiian fatalilies in Taronio as a percenfage of fotal traffic falafities
2009

31 of 48 = 65%
2008

27 of 54 = 50%
2007

23 of 52 =44%
2006

30 of 57 =53%
2005

20 of 59 =48%
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Denlse Balkissoon

Police mark the road where a pedestrian was struck and killed on Dufferin St. near Eglinton Ave. W. (Jan. 20, 2010)

Rick Eglinton/Toronte Star

A Temale pedesirian was killed Wednesday morning in the GTA's 10t road death of a person on foot in the past eight
days.

A bloody tarp lay on Dufferin 5t. where the wornan, believed ko be in her mid-30s, was hit by a minivan just before dawn,

The driver of lhe minivan, a blue Honda Odyssay, and the driver of a white dump truck sat in sepatate police vehicles,
answering questions,

Police said the woman lived in the area around Duffetin St. and Eglinton Ave.



The Honda was southbound on Dufferin north of Praston Rd. when its driver swerved in an aftempt 1o avoid the woman,

said Const. Hugh Smith. However, the victim was hit by the minivan’s passenger-side mirror and it appears her head hit
the windshield.

She jell lo the ground, bleeding heavily, and was pronounced dead at the scene,
The truck coming the other way stopped shorl of the body, Smith said.

Tha incident happened in darkness just after 7 a.m. in frant of ihe Fairbank Memorial Comimunily Recrestion Centre,
which is located in a hilly arsa with fimited visibility, e sald.

Traffic on Dufferin was shui down befween Rowan Ave. and Preston Rd. and TTC buses were diverted from {he scene.

The death marks the 10th pedestrian fatality In the GTA in the past week.

On Menday night, 75-year-old Chaclie Woods was killed by when an SUV struck him at Lakeshere Rd. E. near Briarnwood
Ave. Tho driver fled, bul Pesl palice, acting an a tip, arrested 28-year-old Dominik Banka of Mississauga an Tuesday.

On Tuesday afternoon, a 76-year-old woman had been hit by 3 van whita carrying a bag of chicken breasts across
Rutherford Rd. near Highway 400. The driver was uninjured.

z

York Region police 5gt. Steve Kempster 5aid he was "concamed by the busy start te (he year” for padesirian fatalifies.

“Somelimes if's the fault of the pedesirian and sometimes it is the driver,” he said, as officers collectad the woman's
groceries from the read. "You're always going to lose against a vahicle."

On Jan. 12, the day the grim trend began, Moubad-Nichelas Al-Kassouf, 80, of Toronto, died trving to cross a large Y-
shaped intersection with her son al Roncesvalles Ave. and Dundas 5t. W. The same day, an 83-year-old woman allegedly
ran a red light, killing 28-vear-old Marites Mendoza, who had been pushing her 7-weesk-oid son across Martin Grove Rd.

Mine of the 10 were hit by vehicles, one hy a train. Four deaths involved large vehicles making a turn, one a ted light, and
another was blamed on a confusing infersection,

On Tuesday, police said it wasi't lear if Woods was in the crosswalk when he was hit, Witnesses said the SUV that
strouck him went through a stop sign as it med west.

"He was the mosl wonderful, beautiful man,” said Barbara Gale, a clerk at a nearby bargain slore, who knew Woods and
his dog Lucy as regular fixtures in the neighbourhoad.

York police were still invasligating the Rutherford Rd. catliston Tuesday evening bul didn't believe charges wern likaly.

Kempsier, of the fraffic reconstruction unit, sald the 76-year-okt woman began crossing the six lanes of Rutherford Rd.
when taffic was stopped, but the light tumad grean before she had reached the other side. Gars idling in the two leftlanes
waited for her lo finish, but an approaching van in the third lane didn't see her, Kempster said.

“We can'l tell yeu when she entered the crosswalk or how fong it took her," Kempsler said, adding witnesses lo the
accident should conlact police.

“We don't know what transpired, maybe she dropped something and stoppad ta pick (i) up in the middle.”

Kempster said the 29-year-old driver of the van was shaken.

Aircon Mechanical Systems, the Newmarket air conditioning company that owned the van, declined to comment.



Bonnie MacBaonald, who crosses Rutherford Rd. every day lo get home from work, said it is difficudi to cross In lime,
especially with cars coming off Highway 400,

* usually have to husfie and I'm not a slow walker,” she said. “They need & reprogram it."

Counciltor 8l Saundercook, co-chair of the Toronto Pedeslrian Commiites, bettevas walk signs give enough time for
seniors ko 6ross streels,

“1 think what needs 1o be looked into is whether vehicie oparators are making pedesirians nervous by trying to fake turns
too quickly,” he said, adding ha believes Tuesday's two pedestrian deaths ware likely preventable.

Sauntercook advises seniors In his ward fo make eye contact with drivers white crossing sreets, wear bright clothing and
keep an aye on the crossing sign imer.

His commillee has asked Toronto Traffic Services 1o make recommendations for pedestran safety at the committee’s
next meeling on Feb. 10,

With fites from Raveena Aulakh, Annt Hui, Katie Daubs and Jim Wilkes



Hume: Silence on pedestrians’ deaths deafening

January 20, 2010

Christopher Hume

RICK MADONITORONTO STAR

In any other conext, Ihe deaths of nine people in eight days would ba considered an outrage. Had the cause been gang
warfare, H1N1 or car crashes, the news would be on everyone's lips.

But because the dead were simply pedestians trying to cross the street, their kiflings become a stalistic, cause for litle
more than the usual nodding of heads and wagging of fingers.

In fact, the deaths are an indiciment of 2 %ociety so cravenly dependent on the automobile (hat fatalities such as these are
facilly accepted as part of lhe cost of living heve.

Everyone agreas it's an awiul thing, i no ong has suggested taking steps lo deal with the camage.

+
That would cause inconvenience and, warse siifl, slow traffic,

Keep in mind that although the number of road deaths in the city annually has deopped fram 59 o 48 over the past five
years, the number of pedestians killed has increased from 29 to 31,

Pedestrians were the victims in 42 per cenl of all traffic deaths fast year, and that figure has grown during the past five
Years,

“Qur {overall} faiafity numbaers are good,” Toronto police Const. Hugh Smith tald the Sfar this week. "But we are noticing a
spike in our pedeslidan fatalilies.”

Mo kidding.



So why aren’t we talking aboutlowering speed fimits, Increasing penaities or narrowing clly streets? Why aren't we
discussing ways fo improve crosswalks, inlersections and road signage generally? And why aren't we trying to change a
culture that quietly condones puiting pedestrians' lives at risk?

Interesting, loo, that two of the dead pedestdans were killad by bus drivers, wha presumably know what they're doing.
One was killed by a senior who is said to have run a red light, another by an alfaged hil-and-run driver who drova through
a siop sign. In one case, polica say the driver had tha right of way; the 80-year-old victint should have known belter.

Various reasons have been proffered; thare are more pedestrians now and more of them are wearlng earphones and
hats. The polite word for that is nonsense.

The wuth Is that for the past 60 years we havs been building cilies for cars, not pecple. The widih of streets, speed limils,
as well as he size and design of cars ihemselves are all carefully calibrated to suit drivers. We have so much invested in
the vahicle, and it's assumed that iraffic fiow and congastion are symptomatic of general aconomic health.

But how healthy Is a sociely willing to risk the lives of its citizens — particularly senfors — so drivers can gel to work without

belng inconvenianced? And wa'rs nat talking about pedestrians crossing Highway 401 or the Don Valley Parkway, but
Ealinton Ave., ML Pleasant Rd. and Roncesvalles Ave.

I's tima for a serious realily check, aspecially in Toronto, a city proud of tha Pedeshian Chaiter it adopiad in 2002, a

document not worlh the paper it is printed on. And as for tha "war on the car," that so worres some of cur more febrile
councloss ... if only.

And where does Mayor Davld Miler stand? What does police Chief Bifl Blair — always so vocal about gangs and guns -
have io say abowt these deaths? So far, tha silence has been deafening.

By contrast, olher jurisdictions have taken measures to enhance pedestrian safely. Tha Dutch have wooneifs, roads
without signs that are shared by drivers and pedestrians. Though completely countarintuitive, they seem lo work.

in the GTA, we love pedeslrians, as Jong as thay stay off the streets.

Christophor Huma can be reached at chume@thestar ca.
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Elderly woman second pedestrian to
be hit, killed in Vaughan in a week

BY OMAR MOSLEH
Published on Jan 21, 2010

A 76-year-old woman was struck and |
killed on Rutherford Road, east of e i i ]
Hwy. 400 by a van on Jan. 19, pelice said, exactly seven days after the death
of 17-year-old Steven Selxelro just a few blocks away at Keele Street and
Rutherford road. The woman has yet to be identified.

Police said the elderly worman was walking across the Intersection from the south side to
the north side at Canada's Wonderland Drive and Rutherford Road.

As she was crossing the six lanes of Rutherford Road, at some point the light turned green
for westbound traffic.

The woman was carrying groceries as she tried to hurry across the road, but did not make

it fn time and was hit by & white 2005 GMC Safarl van that was in the third lane, police
sald.

Vehicles in the first two lanes had stopped to let her pass, but as she stepped out she was
- struck by the van that had not seen her enter the third lane, police sald.

The woman's Injuries were initially life-threatening, but after being rushed te Sunnybrook
Hospital she was pronounced dead. The driver, a 27-year-old Brantford man, suffered no
injuries, '
Weather conditions were clear and the roads were falrly dry when the accident occurred,

said police. So far, it appears to be a case of a pdestrian not being able to cross the road
in the crosswalk's alioted time, police sald.

Concerns about pedestrian safety has pushed locaf politictans such as Kleinburg/Maple
Councillor Peter Meffe to take actlon. Mr. Meffe will hold a public meeting Jan. 22 at 10
a.m. in the coundillot's boardroom at city hall to create a task farce to deal with numerous
issues involving the safety of Vaughan's residents,

"We have to stark timing our tntersection lights in a way that will provide opportunity for
pedestrians to have right of way," he satd. "It's not enough to say we'll give them a
chance."

Mr. Meffe said thal a number of traffic Issues have him concerned, and the city needs to
re-evaluate its traffic regulations and road engineering.

“What occured can not only be the fault of the pedestrian,” he sald.

The Citizen has learned that the crosswalk at nearby Jane Street and Rutherford Road
gives pedesirians 32 seconds to cress, from start to finish. That crossing is 42 metres. A
healthy, young reporter from the Citizen was barely able to make it fully across in the
alloted time while walking at a fairly fast pace Tuesday.

Sgt. Ed villamere, raffic safety education super\:isor for York Regional Police, offered a
few safety tips for both drivers and pedestrians.

For drivers, he sald the most Important potnt by far is to remain attentive on the road. He
said that even though tasks like a telephone calf’ or text can take only a few seconds, that
is all it takes to end a life.



For pedestrians, Mr, Villamere said that it's Important nat to jaywalk even when It seems
there is ample time to cross. In addition, he recommended pedestrlans make eye contact
with drivers and to never assume that they can see you,

In addition, he recommended pedestrians be conscious of their clothing, especially whan
wearing articles such as hoods that obstruct peripheral viston.

“You want to cross like your life depends on It, because a lot of the time it does," he sald.
Charges are stlll pending against the driver of the vehicle.

"The driver has been very co-operative,” Const. Paul Diceman sald, "He was very
distraught about the whole thing."

Alrcon Mechanlical Services Inc, the Newmarket company that owns the van, dedined to
comment.
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Pedestrian safety task force to
launch in Vaughan

Omar Mosleh

Published on Jan 2%, 2010

In the wake of the second
pedestrian to die on
Vaughan's streets in a
week - and the fourth in
the last year - a local
councillor vows to break
this disturbing trend.

Kleinburg/Maple Councillor
Peter Meffe will hold a public
meeting tomorrow at 10 a.m.
in the councillor's boardreom
at city hall to explore setting
up a task force on pedestrian
and street safety in Vaughan.
All are welcome.

i Rev, Jim Keenan speaks to attendees,
“ during Coundillor Peter Meffe's meeting L
* about setting up a task force on H
. pedestrian safety after the string of i
A 76-year-old woman on pedestrian deaths In the past few weeks.

Monday afternoon was struck ’ ’ T T

and killed by a white GMC Safari van while crossing at a cresswalk on Ruthetford Road,
east of Hwy. 400.

Last Tuesday, Steven Selxeiro, 17, was killed when a tractor trailor heading eastbound on

Rutherford Road made a right turn onto Keele Street and hit the teenager as he was on his
way Lo school.

In mid-November, Catherine Tran, 16, was hit and killad by a bus an her way home from
school, and Rose Mandarino was standing at the southeast corner of Langstaff Road and

Ansley Grove Road last February when she was struck after a Nissan Pathfinder and Buick
Regal crashed in the intersection, police said.

Since 2007, 19 pedestrian deaths have occurred in York Reglon, Pedestrian fatalities

accounted for just under 18 per cent of the 107 deaths resulting from traffic accidents
since 2007,

“As chalr of the official plan review committee charged with planning a safe, prosperous,
susiainable and healthy community for Vaughan, I feel strongly that T have to act to do
something quickly to ensure such tragedies dori't happen again,” Mr. Meffe said.

The longtime councillor and chalrperson of utllity company PowerStream sald a number of
traffic Issues in Vaughan have left him concerned. He said the dty and the region need to
do mere to make Vaughan streets more pedestrian friendly.

4

2
“We seem to be fargetting mere and more that the vehicle is on the reoad to serve the

pedestrians and people, not just to be a huge hunk of metal that is a danger to everyone,”
he said.

Over the years, city streets have catered more Yo drivers and less to pedestrians, he said.
Mr. Meffe feels the regional government needs to take a serfous look at planning and
engineering policies so that reads are "bullt to a more human scale”,

"We used to play on the sireets, and you can't do that any longer. Why Is that?” he said,
*T don't belleve it's cultural, it has got to be a sltuation where our roadways have changed



into traffic-movers and not people~-movers.”

Mr. Meffe said a prime example of this 1s how York Region bullds local roads but leaves the
installation of sidewalks to the local municipaiity. He said this shows how the region's
priority Is in moving traffic, not people.

QOne of the primary issues that concerns Mr. Meffe is how wide the roads are In Vaughan,
He sald it seems like the roads just keep getting wider, and that “it's only a matter of time
until that starts conflicting with the movement of peopla”.

He cited an example of the bulldings at Rutherford Road and Jane Street that house a
significant senior population, and how the width of the road has impeded their mevement.

"If you've got a senior going from the buildings trying to get to Vaughan Mills on the other

side of the street, they can barely make it to therather sida because the road is so wide,"
he sald.

L

Despite this, Keele Street and Rutherford Road, both of which have seen pedestrlans be hit
and killed on them, are on the books for widening in 2012 and 2013, respactively.

The proposed task force on pedestrian safety would explore ideas from stakeholders such
as school board representatives, student leaders, seniors' groups, regional government

staff and York Regional Police, to name a few, and develop and implement its key findings
and recommendations.

A key part of this task force is having residents and youth share thelr deas and concerns,

Meanwhile, Dave Mazzuca, a friend of Steven Seixeiro who attended the student's funeral

Menday, said drivers should be urged o pay more attention so the string of fatalltles can
cease.

“Drivers need to buckle down and take thelr time," Mr. Mazzuca sald. "I know peaple have

places te go and people to see, but it's not worth someone’s life. An extra second and this
wouldn't have happened.”

Similarly, friend Michael Di Tomaso said the law heeds to clamp down on unattentlve
drivers.

"I dort't think they take traffic laws seriously enough,” he sald. "This wouldn't have
happened if the city was cracking down more ang there were reaf conseruences.”

Police say charges in the death of Steven Seixeire are pending, but thay would not be
criminal and would be more along the lines of a driving infraction,

Ten pedestrian deaths have occurred in the last eight days in the GTA, two of them in
Vaughan.
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Denise Balkissoon

A woman, 76, was hit and killed by @ vehicle on Rutherford Rd. Jan. 19, 2010.

CARLOS OSORIO/TORONTO 8TAR
A woman believed to be in her mid-30s was struck and killed by a minivan just

before dawn Wednesday, marking the 10th pedestrian death on GTA roads in the
pasl nine days.

She was hit by a southbound blue Honda Cdyssey on Dufferin 5t., north of Preston
Rd. The driver had swerved in an attempt to avoid her, said Const. Hugh Smith, but
she was caught by the passenger-side mirror and it appeared her head hit the
windshield. She was pronounced dead at the scene.

The incident happened in darkness, just after 7 a.m., in front of the Fairbank
Memorial Community Recreation Centre, which is in a hilly area with limited visibility,
Smith said,



Toronto Palice Chief Bill Blair called the woman's death "another tragic and
preventahie accident.

I

"It's very cancerning that the proportion of pedestrian fatalities is now greater than
our cars,” Blair said Wednesday, pointing to a big reduction recently in deaths
among drivers and passengers in motor vehicle collisions. "Last year in Toronto,
there was the lowest number of traffic fatalities in 50 years.”

Toronto Palice has had a number of pedestrian enforcement initiatives in the recent
past, with bus stops, crosswalks and intersections targeted.

And, "there is a new legislation for distracted drivers, which is an Issue as well,” said

Blair. The law against use of hand-held devices while driving will be aggressively
enforced starting in February, he said.

So what's o blame for this spate of tragic incidents? "Sometimes it's the fault of the
pedestrian and sometimes itis the driver," said York Region police Sgt. Steve -

Kempster, who was on the scene of a Tuesday fatality in Vaughan. "You're always
going to lose against a vehicle."

Monireal, long considered thé jaywalking capitai of Canada, faced a similar year of

reckoning back in 2006, when 27 pedestrians were killed in the city and 183
seriously injured.

In response, the police department introduced a safety program that helped change
that dangerous reputation. Police now credit two annual safety campaigns that target
pedestrians, in spring and fall, for a dramatic reduction in just a few years.

In 2008, 77 pedestrians weré seriously injured, and in 2009 there were 18 pedestrian
fatalities, down 30 per cent from 2006. So far in 2010, no pedestrian deaths have
been reported in the city.

"What we started doing was, on top of writing tickets, going through an education
campaign,” said Insp. André Durocher, head of the vehicle collisions unit for the
Montreal police depariment. "Not only with citizens, but with police officers as well.”
Some key features of the safety campaign include:

Mandatory pedestrian safety training for all officers.

Targeting at-risk groups: students in schools and the elderly in seniors’ centres.



A media blitz to broaden awareness of specific issues such as crossing only at
intersections and only on green lights.

"Writing tickets was part of the sociution, not ihe solution,” Durocher says. "We see

there's a direct link with the campaigns we've done and the reduction in pedesirian
accidents."

On top of the educational campaigns, police have worked with city engineers to
extend crossing times at big iniersections.

"One thing you used to hava i Montreal is the perception of (violators) not getting a
ticket. People are starting to realize they have to share the roads — motorists,
pedestrians and cyclists. Those old perceptions are starting to change."

Toronto chief Blair sald historically the numbers have been improving in Toronto as
well. But he said after the recent spate of deaths, "One is one too many."

York, Peel and Durham regions have fared even worse this month, on a per-capita
basis.

Blair said the police services work closely togethar and with the Ontario Provincial
Police on such issues.

“We have a provingial traffic commitiee that locks info all legisation and training in

order to make our roadways safer. There is good coordination between us," Blair
said.

Councillor Bill Saundarcook, o-chair of the Taronto Pedestrian Committee, has

asked for traffic services staff to make recommendations on pedestrian safety at the
committee’s next meeting on Feb. 10.

He has called for reduced speed limits and heightened awareness on the part of
both pedestrians and drivers that they must share the road.

"1 think what needs fo be looked into is whether vehicle operators are making

pedesitians nervous by trying to take turns too quickly,” he said, adding he believes
Tuesday's two pedestrian deaths were preventable.

With fifes from Raveena Aulakh
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1A i the eity andd 183 sedously
Injured.

In response, Hw police depact-
ment introdaced » seloty progran
hal halped change that dangerous
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tenis™
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2 Staphanin Yencar, urhan

s fietthaw Backetl,

ofzaner on Pedestdan Com- bllslier of Jpacing
mitten, magazine and a
She agrees speadis a dan- Padestrian
ger:“On sasidential roads, Commitioe member.
there is 10 radson o be zip- He's wiorking vith a
ping iy Speeds coukd ba je- 2roup trying to get
duced,” she sakd. Hie province's
“There is safely m nun- manual-for dejvers to
bers, The more pedestrfans stress the fact that.

theraarg, the more notice-
2ble they are

“Many of the ragent
dealhs have been inthe
suburbs, where there are
comparatively feler pedes-
Trians.

sedestilans, cyelists
and othars use the
road as well as cars,
"The nvanual doesr't dest with other road users)”
b said, “it's kind of mentioned in passing. . .
This is something Wiat desperately neads 1o get
dang.”

trian Cammiilee.

mh.

avalda fataliny”

Ha's 3lso puhing Jor extra sta to impleinent the ¢lty’s
6 million wilking strategy, which emphasizes pedestrian
safaly, Six positjons are 1o be tinded by money from
the ¢ly's slroelTurtilure contracl, with an an-
nual budget of $954,000 far salarias and
oparaling expenses. So fax only g
manager has haan tred.

 Councillor BHl Satsndarcook, to-chair of Toronto Pedes-

Saunelercank, whn has two brathers-in-law whese mngth-
ers ware killed by cars, both in his ward. has asked for »
stolf report onrThe fersibiity of raducing speed limits by 10

“Give that.pedestrian that muchimore of a chance §f an
erfor oequrs,” Saundercaok soid Wednasday. “If evaryone's
* pgoing 10 km /Tt slolver, thare's thal much better chance to

We must find a way to share the road

the rvcent spate of pedeatsi-
am deaths as & blipshoald
think i

As the ity and its environs grow
everdenser. v shomdd expect
wioee of these fatulities 1o oocur,
Thteeghauk much of therepion - -
frown Markham to Miysissauiga —
e planaiug vesinnes are heing
cwaztar of ronsidercd et wowld
have peogle living closer torether -
and usilling syl aycling 1 whalelot
mrare thari they donew,

Butwhile this seachnngs uninlds,
Vhe shzecta will bemore damgerons
EHisn pver. Drivers, longacens-
eined 1o having the roads te them-
sehves, will meed to lea bu share
ihem As the mrewing deuth Loh
proves, however, thiswor be pasy
‘Defore drivers leara new ways,
they must nnleaiy the ol The

ZX nyone whiowould dismiss
A
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transitinu will take  generation ar
e, Beentundly, thowgh, e tinze
will conye when people lonk backat
crrerii deiving practlees o much
the sanwe way welookback at
sioking in the 19503,

That's not to siy carswill disap-
peas; theywor'l. But poitherwill
pedestrians ar cielists. The eonda
liowan bias hrvnghtdens of thow-
sands inlo Toronto, mony of whott
walh to work anid back The ghe-

noenoi has reached the paing
where resiflentiol wers are boing
builtin tha clty without parking,
This wauld inve beon unthinkehle
notlangagn.

Yot even aswe are exhorted to
leave the gay &t home and take
trasit, hike ot walk, aur streats e
wain despe rakely in need of . mare
lanved approach. The eastast
vay foreduce the numbey of pe-
destifans kiled by cars woukd be 1o
reduce speed Bimils, narcow sireots
and iestdHlighis and stop signs at
COTHerE.

Butthezz measures won'the wel-
comed by sy i Hie GTA, 4 re-
plon-that lves Ly ive car and which
will die by it. Dot forgel, this s a
city thakcan be thrown into a Lizzy
by a propesat toclase p single lane
on dowtown Jarvis SE

Dyt the mrjor hattieawill he

fought in suburbin, where huge
changes are in store. In Hazeltown,
for exatple, there bas Bee talk ~
anttanlytalk — shaut parrawing
arteries snih ns Hurontado ang
Burnhanytlorpe aid dedfenting
centre lunes to buses. Theso moves
would sfter the earypedestyian dy-
sarmic beyond recogniticn.

Thie argwment that Morth Awes-
cunis knaw to other way may be
frue, buz that's too bad, The tase
against changsa ls one of those eir-
culardefences, twtotagies, lhat go
nmviiere.

Suraly the point al everything we
Tave learsied in revent years is thnt
e’ re running aut of chinicas even
faster than we hought? We will
have to End dlternatives regardless
of whether we continee o kil pe-
destrianior not.

fut the fact so masy have heen

Yikted — 10.in the pastnine dags —
15w clear sign the prosess of change
Tias s¥arted, whetherwe ke it or
not. These are early doys ztill and
vonfusing o many. Regardiogs the.
tenion betvreen the 20th century
infrasiructure avul an emetging
213l centary way of lite eiu no foie
der beignored Theyaren™ Just ab
oekds; they are opposties,

So fur, we lave enrvied on as
bath worz possihle, but they've not
Sonnerorlater, wa will kave te
commilt to one arthe ellie, pasi or
futnre, lifs or death. The zigns
aven’t lerrildy encouraging Unlike
thehighways where so many ofus
spend conntless hoars waiting in
treffic. the roud fo aur hoppy to-
morrws dozsa’tyun by a straight
lire.

Chinsiophes Huma Zange reacheo al
chumpdthestarca
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